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v. 28). In the destruction of his very temple, what
better proof could there be that the power of Dagon
was nothing? And yet how much more powerfully
could Samson have borne witness to the power of
Jehovah if he had fulfilled his calling to overthrow 
the power of the Philistines.

(23-11) Judges 16:29–30. Could Samson Have Really
Pulled Down an Entire Temple?

“The character of [this] building is illustrated 
by discoveries at Gezer and Gaza. The roof was
supported by wooden pillars set on stone bases. It
was flat, consisting of logs of wood stretching from
one wall to beams supported by the pillars and from
these beams to other beams or to the opposite wall.
The temple at Gezer had a forecourt leading into a
paved inner chamber, separated from it by four
circular stones, on which the wooden pillars stood.
Samson probably stood between the two central
pillars, if there were more than two. The Philistine
lords and ladies were in the inner chamber; the crowd
watched from the roof. Samson made sport, in the
forecourt, and then asked the boy to lead him to the
central pillars to rest against them. Then, putting an
arm round each, and bending forward so as to force
them out of the perpendicular, he brought the roof
down. The weight of people on the roof may have
made the feat all the easier.” (Guthrie, New Bible
Commentary, p. 272.)

(23-12) Judges 17:21. “Every Man Did That Which 
Was Right in His Own Eyes”

In the closing chapters of Judges the writer turned
from stories of Israel’s heroes to two incidents that
illustrate the low state of religion and morality in the
days when Israel forsook her covenant with the Lord
and everyone “did that which was right in his own
eyes” (Judges 17:6; 21:25).

The stories of Micah the Levite and the Danite
migration, in chapters 17 and 18, and the account 
of the rape of the concubine at Gibeah and the
subsequent punishment of the Benjamites, in chapters
19–21, are samples of Israel’s worst days. Nothing in
the stories show the Israelites doing what was right.
The following information from these chapters is
worth noting:

1. The Danites sought an inheritance because they
had not obtained one since entering Canaan (see
Judges 18:1). They finally found an inheritance at the
headwaters of the Jordan River. Since this area was
the northernmost tribal inheritance, it became a
common saying to speak of the domain of Israel as
being “from Dan even to Beersheba” (Judges 20:1).

2. The tribe of Benjamin, already one of the
smallest, was nearly annihilated in a vengeful civil
war. Altogether, according to the account, a total of
25,100 Benjamites were slain, leaving only 600 alive
(see Judges 20:46–47; also see Enrichment Section E,
“The Problem of Large Numbers in the Old Testament,”
for information that might modify the account of the
size of their losses). These 600 were allowed by the
princes of Israel to take wives, although not in a
righteous manner, so that the tribal identity could be

perpetuated, but the tribe of Benjamin remained
small.

3. The city of Jerusalem was inhabited by the
Jebusites during the time of the judges (see Judges
19:10–11). Jerusalem did not become a holy city and 
a capital for the Israelites until David conquered the
Jebusites.

(23-13) Judges 19:29–30. What Is the Significance of
the Woman Being Divided into Twelve Pieces?

“There is no doubt that with the pieces he sent to
each tribe a circumstantial account of the barbarity 
of the men of Gibeah; and it is very likely that they
considered each of the pieces as expressing an
execration, ‘If ye will not come and avenge my
wrongs, may ye be hewn in pieces like this abused
and murdered woman!’ They were all struck with the
enormity of the crime, and considered it a sovereign
disgrace to all the tribes of Israel.” (Clarke, Bible
Commentary, 2:182.)

NOTES AND 
COMMENTARY ON 
RUTH 1–4
(23-14) Ruth 1:1. What Is the Background of the Book
of Ruth?

“Many years had passed since the Israelites 
had crossed the Jordan and formed a loose tribal
confederacy in the central highlands of Canaan. As
they established their own settlements, they gradually
discarded their nomadic traditions and adopted an
agricultural way of life.

“Yet their position remained precarious. The
northern tribes were almost constantly at war with
those walled cities that remained under the control 
of the Canaanites, and they frequently had to defend
themselves against invasions by people from the 
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