
22 F r i e n d

I had always paid my 
tithing, but I never really 

understood how important 
it was. Then I learned an amazing 

lesson. One Saturday morning I heard my 
parents talking quietly. My dad told my mom that there 
was enough money to either pay tithing or buy food. 
There wasn’t enough for both. I was worried. What 
would my dad do?

On Sunday I saw my dad hand an envelope to our 
branch president. He chose to pay tithing! I was glad he 
did, but I was also worried. What would we eat?

The next morning some people knocked on our door. 
They told my dad that they needed uniforms right away. 
Usually people paid us after the order was finished. But 
these people paid my dad that day, even before we had 
made the uniforms!

In one weekend, I learned a beautiful lesson that has 
lasted me a lifetime. The law of tithing helps us build 
our faith and show our gratitude for Heavenly Father. 
Paying tithing is a blessing!  ◆
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From an interview with Linda Davies

“I will . . .  
open you the  
windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing” 
(Malachi 3:10).

When I was growing up in Guatemala, my family 
owned a factory that made uniforms for sports 

teams.
My dad wanted the children in our family to learn to 

work hard. We helped him in the factory. I got in trouble 
a lot when I was little. I always seemed to break things! 
But when I was older, my dad let me take care of the 
machines.

My dad paid us for the work we did. Then he would 
ask, “What are you going to do with your money?” I 
knew what the right answer was: “Pay my tithing and 
save for my mission.”

When I was about 13, our business lost a lot of money. 
We had to get rid of a lot of our machines. Instead of 
having two hundred workers, we had fewer than five. 
They worked in our garage at home.

An  
Amazing  
Lesson
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/mal/3.10?lang=eng#p9

