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Married  
Rosana Fernandes 

in the São 
Paulo Brazil 

Temple in 
October 1982. 

They have 3 
children and 3 
grandchildren.

I want to testify to you that President 
Russell M. Nelson is the prophet 
of God on earth. I have never seen 

anyone more kind and loving than 
he is. Though I felt so inadequate for 
this sacred call to serve as a mem-
ber of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, his words and the tender 
look in his eyes as he extended 
this responsibility made me feel 
embraced by the Savior’s love.

Isn’t it a blessing to have proph-
ets, seers, and revelators on earth 
in these days in which we live, who 
seek to know the will of the Lord 
and follow it? It is comforting to 
know that we are not alone in the 
world, despite the challenges we 
face in life. Having prophets is a 
sign of God’s love for His children. 
They make known the promises and 
the true nature of God and of Jesus 
Christ to Their people.

From the bottom of my heart, I 
testify that the prophets speak by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. They testify 
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of Christ and His divine mission on 
earth. They represent the mind and 
heart of the Lord and are called to 
represent Him and teach us what 
we must do to return to live in the 
presence of God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ. We are blessed as we exercise 
our faith and follow their teachings. 
By following them, our lives are hap-
pier and less complicated, our dif-
ficulties and problems are easier to 
bear, and we create a spiritual armor 
around us that will protect us from 
the attacks of the enemy in our day.

I solemnly testify that Jesus Christ 
is risen, He lives, and He directs His 
Church on earth through His proph-
ets, seers, and revelators. I testify 
that He is the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world and that through Him 
we can be saved and exalted in the 
presence of our dear God. I love 
Him; I adore Him. I want to follow 
Him and do His will and become 
more like Him. ◼
From an April 2018 general conference address.

Born in  
São Paulo, 
Brazil, on 
October 2, 1958.

Served a full-time mission 
in the Brazil Rio de 
Janeiro Mission.

Attended the 
São Paulo 
Pontifical 
Catholic 

University 
(bachelor’s  
degree in  

accounting and 
economics,  
master’s in  
business 

administration).

Besides his native 
Portuguese, he speaks 
English, French, and 
Spanish.

His family joined the  
Church when he was 6.

Sustained  
as an Apostle  
on March 31, 2018.


