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INTRODUCTION  

The sound soarsïrising majestically above the congregationïblending with the spirit of 

the ages to produce everlasting memories!  This is the musical experience you will achieve 

when you hear or play the Rodgers 835.  Providing a rich and spacious ensemble sound 

complemented by crystal-clear definition, the Rodgers 835 provides unsurpassed, glorious 

sound in the timeless tradition of wind-blown pipes. 

The Rodgers 835 is a two manual classic organ that incorporates an eclectic specification 

and authentic pipe organ sounds achieved through Rodgersô innovative PDIÊ (Parallel 

Digital Imaging) technology.  This technology allows each note of every stop on the Rodgers 

835 to be individually tuned, leveled and voiced after the instrument has been installed, just as 

a fine pipe organ. 

This incredible flexibility means that the Rodgers 835 will provide superior sound in any 

acoustic environment.  Voicing can be modified effortlessly without software or hardware 

replacement should your musical preferences change.  With the option of adding real pipe 

ranks at any time, the Rodgers 835 is the perfect choice for your musical needs. 

Built in Oregon by dedicated, expert craftsmen, our consoles are meticulously hand-

crafted of hardwoods and veneers, and are designed to the exacting standards of the American 

Guild of Organists. 

This manual will help with the exploration of the expansive capabilities and the variety of 

features and functions offered by this incomparable instrument.  As highly sophisticated as the 

Rodgers 835 is, the features are easy to use and easy to access, creating a most satisfying 

musical experience for the player and listener alike. 

The Rodgers 835 is a wonderful example of Rodgersô commitment to celebrate tradition 

while creating the future.  From the first notes that sound forth from the Rodgers 835 to the 

endless possibilities of sound combinations developed over the years to come, we think you 

will agree Rodgers is indeed the sound choice! 
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    Celebrating Tradition . . . 

       Creating the 

Future 
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FEATURES 

To get started, here is a tour of the basic operations of the Rodgers 835: 

TURN ON/TURN OFF 

To turn the organ on, press the top part of the rocker switch in the left drawknob panel 

and hold until ñRODGERS 835 CLASSIC ORGANò, or your personalized greeting appears in 

the Console Display.  Release.  The organ will perform a self diagnostic test of its systems 

within a few seconds.  When completed, the Console Display will read ñTRANSPOSER 0ò.  

The Rodgers 835 is ready to play.  To turn the power off, press the lower part of the rocker 

switch and release after 1-2 seconds. 

CONSOLE DIVISION, CO MBINATION MEMORY  

CONSOLE DISPLAY, ALP HA DIAL AND SELECT K NOB
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CONSOLE DISPLAY AND MENUS 

The Rodgers 835 is equipped with a two-line Console Display window located in the 

right drawknob panel.  This display indicates the Transposer setting, and it can be used to alter 

many other settings and organist preferences including MIDI settings, Voice Palette, and 

Tremulant rate and depth, among many others. 

Two controls are used to select and operate the features of the Console Display.  The 

smaller knob, located near the Console Display, is called the Select Knob and is used to select 

different menu items to be changed.  When the Console Display reads ñTRANSPOSER 0ò, 

this knob controls the Transposer function.  The larger flush dial, near the Console Display is 

called the Alpha Dial and is used to change a menu setting which has been selected. 

To move to a new menu or to make a new setting in the same menu in the Console 

Display, hold SET and turn the Select Knob.  Note: Once any menu other than the Transposer 

menu has been selected, it is no longer necessary to hold SET to select further menus.  

The blinking square in the Console Display, called the cursor, indicates the setting which 

is currently selected.  Rotating the Alpha Dial will change the value of any selected setting.  

There are three different menus.  The User Menu accesses organ and audio settings such 

as Voice Palette, Tremulant settings, Master Volume, and Auxiliary Input controls.  This 

menu is accessed by holding SET and turning the Select Knob counter clockwise (left) from 

the Transposer menu. 

The second menu controls MIDI settings and is accessed by holding SET and turning the 

Select Knob clockwise (right) from the Transposer menu. 

The third menu also accesses organ and audio settings, but it is only available when 

headphones are used.  Note: Please refer to the ñStereo Headphone Jackò section. 

To return to the Transposer display, press General Cancel. 

COMBINATION ACTION W ITH FOUR MEMORY LEVE LS 

The Rodgers 835 features a combination action easily changed by the organist from the 

console.  The organist can pre-select registrations and make rapid changes in tone color using 

this advanced system. 

Rodgersô microprocessor combination action is a specially refined four-memory system.  

This effectively multiplies the number of physical pistons on the console by four. 

The 10 General pistons simultaneously affect all stops and controls on the Great, Swell  

and Pedal.  All manual and pedal registrations may be changed by pressing a General piston. 

There are five Divisional pistons for each division.  The Great and Swell Divisionals are 

operated by pistons located under each respective manual, and the five Pedal Divisionals are 
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operated by toe pistons located on the right bottom row of toe pistons.  The Divisional pistons 

independently affect all stops and MIDI controls on the Great, Swell or Pedal.  Each division 

registration may be changed independently by pressing a Divisional piston. 

Note: For expanded memory capability, please refer to the ñRodgers Personal Memory 

Cardò section. 

 

 
 

A combination memory must be unlocked to set pistons.  Once the pistons are set, the 

combination memory may be locked again to prevent accidental change. 

É UNLOCKING A COMBINAT ION MEMORY:  

1. Press and hold M1, M2, M3 or M4 located under the Swell manual to the right for 

approximately five seconds.  ñUSING INTERNAL MEMORYò or ñUSING 

CARD MEMORYò appears in the Console Display first.  Then ñMEMORY (#) 

LOCKEDò appears. 

2. While continuing to hold the memory piston, rotate the Alpha Dial either direction 

until the Console Display reads ñMEMORY (#) UNLOCKED.ò 

3. Release the memory piston.  The memory is now unlocked. 

General 
Pistons  

1-10 

Pedal 
Divisional 
Pistons  

1-5 
Great 

Divisional 
Pistons  

1-6 

Swell 
Divisional 
Pistons  

1-6 
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É SETTING THE PISTONS:  

1. Select a memory by pressing M1, M2, M3 or M4.  Note: Pistons cannot be set if 

the memory is locked.  Please refer to the ñUnlocking a Combination Memoryò 

section. 

2. Select the desired stops. 

3. Press and hold the SET piston, located under the Great manual to the far left. 

4. While holding SET, press the desired combination piston.  Then release both 

pistons. 

Note: Stops may be added or deleted from any combination using the above procedure. 

É LOCKING A COMBINATIO N MEMORY:  

1. Press and hold M1, M2, M3 or M4 for approximately five seconds.  ñUSING 

INTERNAL MEMORYò or ñUSING CARD MEMORYò appears in the Console 

Display first.  Then ñMEMORY (#) UNLOCKEDò appears. 

2. While continuing to hold the memory piston, rotate the Alpha Dial either direction 

until the Console Display reads ñMEMORY (#) LOCKED.ò 

3. Release the memory piston.  The memory is now locked. 
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INTERNAL REVERB

Õ

CARD FOLDER Õ

EMPTY

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ  TREM

RATE:Õ   DEPTH:Õ

WIND STABILIZER

ĮĮ

TEMPERAMENT

ĮĮĮĮĮĮ

TRANSPOSER

Õ

835 User Menu Items

This menu applies  to 835

organs with serial

numbers ZJ20423 and

below

NOTE

MIDI ÕÕÕÕ       CH1

PGM OFF VOL NORM

MIDI STOP CHANGE

RCV:ÕÕ     SEND:ÕÕ

MIDI DEVICE ID

Į

MIDI LOCAL

CONTROL ĮĮ

MIDI ÕÕ  MASTER

CHANNEL ÕÕ

MIDI TRANSMITTED

VELOCITY =Õ

MIDI BANK SELECT

GROUP:Į VAR:Į

*

* This menu is only present when a

Rodgers Personal Memory Card

has been inserted.

EQUAL

MEAN-TONE

PYTHAGOREAN

KIRNBERGER

WERCKMEISTER  I

WERCKMEISTER  III

YOUNG  I

YOUNG  II

GT MAIN

GT MAINVIB

GT SPARE

GT FLUTE

GT FLUTEVIB

SW MAIN

SW MAINVIB

SW SPARE

SW FLUTE

SW FLUTEVIB
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"VOICE PALETTE" MENU

(See list on page 20)

TEMPERAMENT

ĮĮĮĮ This menu item appears

when MASTER TUNING is

ADJUSTABLE.

MASTER TUNING

ĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮ

AUX  ĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮ
0.00 dB

WIND STABILIZER
OFF,  ½,  ON

ĮĮ ĮĮĮĮ     TREM

RATE: Į  DEPTH: Į

-9 thru 9-9 thru 9

MASTER VOLUME
-20.00 thru 5.00 dB

REVERB VOLUME
OFF, -31.25 thru 6.25 dB

CONSOLE LAMPS
1 THRU 16

TRANSPOSER   Į

TUNING  A=  ĮĮĮ.Į

427.7 thru 453.0

(± ½ SEMITONE)

TRANSPOSER
4b thru 4#

LOCKED  A=440

ADJUSTABLE

MANUAL ADJ ONLY

AUX INPUTS TO

ANTIPH CTLS OFF, ON

LINE OUT GAIN
0 thru 18.75 dB

ĮĮ MINIMUM EXPR:
PPPP, PPP, NORMAL

EQUAL

MEAN-TONE

PYTHAGOREAN

KIRNBERGER

WERCKMEISTER   I

WERCKMEISTER

III

YOUNG  I

YOUNG  II

GT MAIN

GT MAINVIB

GT SPARE

GT FLUTE

GT FLUTEVIB

SW MAIN

SW MAINVIB

SW SPARE

SW FLUTE

SW FLUTEVIB

AUX GAIN BOOST
0 thru 18.75 dB

AUX TREBLE
-14.00 thru 14.00 dB

AUX BASS
-14.00 thru 14.00 dB

AUX ANT BALANCE
-10.00 thru 10.00 dB

AUX ANT VOLUME
OFF, -31.25 thru 6.25 dB

AUX MAIN BALANCE

 -10.00 thru 10.00 dB

AUX MAIN VOLUME
OFF, -31.25 thru 6.25 dB

Use the

ALPHA DIAL

to select these

menu items.

PD

GT

SW

835 User Menu Items

  Hold SET, turn SELECT knob

counterclockwise.

This menu applies  to 835

organs with serial

numbers ZJ30100 and

above

NOTE
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TRANSPOSER

Į

MIDI ĮĮ Į        CH Į

VEL:ĮĮĮ     ĮĮĮĮ

MIDI STOP

CHANGES

RCV: ĮĮĮ  SEND: ĮĮĮ

OFF

STP

PST

S&P

OFF

STP

PST

S&P
MIDI LOCAL

CONTROL  ĮĮ

ON, OFF

MIDI SEQUENCER

UPDATE  ĮĮ

ON, OFF

MIDI DEVICE ID

ĮĮ

1 THRU 32

835 MIDI Menu Items

  Hold SET, turn SELECT

knob clockwise.

UP 2

UP 1

NORM

DN 1

DN 2

 MIDI ĮĮ MASTER

CHNL:  ĮĮĮĮ

PD

GT

SW

OFF

RCV ONLY

SEND ONLY

SEND & RCV

MIDI ĮĮ Į        CH Į

PGM=ĮĮĮ VAR=ĮĮĮ

GT A

GT B

SW A

SW B

PD A

PD B

OFF, 0 thru 127OFF, 1 thru 128

FM EXP, 1 thru 128

1 thru 16

(GT A ONLY)

This menu applies  to 835

organs with serial numbers

ZJ30100 and above

NOTE
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TEMPERAMENT

ĮĮĮĮ This menu item appears

when MASTER TUNING is

ADJUSTABLE.

MASTER TUNING

ĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮ

WIND STABILIZER
OFF,  ½,  ON

ĮĮ ĮĮĮĮ     TREM

RATE: Į  DEPTH: Į

-9 thru 9-9 thru 9

CONSOLE LAMPS
1 THRU 16

TRANSPOSER   Į

TUNING  A=  ĮĮĮ.Į

427.7 thru 453.0

(± ½ SEMITONE)

TRANSPOSER
4b thru 4#

835 User (Headphone) Menu Items

  Hold SET, turn SELECT knob

counterclockwise.

LOCKED  A=440

ADJUSTABLE

MANUAL ADJ ONLY

"VOICE PALETTE"

MENU

ĮĮ MINIMUM EXPR:
PPPP, PPP, NORMAL

EQUAL

MEAN-TONE

PYTHAGOREAN

KIRNBERGER

WERCKMEISTER   I

WERCKMEISTER

III

YOUNG  I

YOUNG  II

PD

GT

SW
GT MAIN

GT MAINVIB

GT SPARE

GT FLUTE

GT FLUTEVIB

SW MAIN

SW MAINVIB

SW SPARE

SW FLUTE

SW FLUTEVIB

HEADPHONE ĮĮĮĮĮ
ĮĮĮĮ dB

HEADPHONE VOLUME
OFF, -31.25 thru 6.25 dB

HEADPHONE BALANCE
-10.00 thru 10.00 dB

HEADPHONE TREBLE
-14.00 thru 14.00 dB

HEADPHONE  BASS
-14.00 thru 14.00 dB

Headphones must be

plugged in for these menu

items to appear.
NOTE

This menu applies  to 835

organs with serial

numbers ZJ30100 and

above

NOTE

Use the

ALPHA DIAL

to select these

menu items.

REVERB TYPE

Õ

REVERB TIME

Õ

LINE OUT GAIN
0 thru 18.75 dB

AUX INPUTS TO

ANTIPH CTLS OFF, ON

AUX  ĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮĮ
0.00 dB

MAIN VOLUME

MAIN

BALANCE

ANT VOLUME

ANT BALANCE

BASS

TREBLE

GAIN BOOST

REVERB VOLUME
OFF, -31.25 thru 6.25 dB

ROOM1

ROOM2

ROOM3

HALL1

HALL2

SHORT

NORMAL

LONG
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COUPLERS 

There are two types of couplers on the Rodgers 835: intermanual and intramanual. 

The intermanual couplers enable stops of one division to be played on another keyboard 

or pedalboard.  Examples of intermanual couplers are SWELL TO GREAT 16', SWELL TO 

GREAT 8' and SWELL TO GREAT 4'.  These couplers are located on the lighted tilt tabs 

above the Swell manual. 

 

 
The intramanual couplers enable stops to be played at a different pitch level or levels on 

the manual where the stop is located.  Examples of intramanual couplers are SWELL TO 

SWELL 16' and SWELL TO SWELL 4'.  Note: the 16' coupler is also known as a Sub Octave 

coupler, and the 4ô coupler is also known as an Octave coupler.  These couplers are located 

on drawknobs in the Swell division. 

 


