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What’'s Changed Recently?

Refer to this section often to learn of new
content and features on Church Web sites. We
will also highlight from time to time new Church
publications and audiovisual materials. This
section will soon be converted to a Web page
with the ability to subscribe by RSS or e-mail to
be notified when new information is added.

April 26, 2007: A test release of the redesigned
missionary Web site is now available at
beta.mormon.org. The new site includes
multimedia and the option for nonmembers to
"chat live" with missionaries (Church members
should not use the chat feature). While on the
beta site, use the feedback option to tell us what
you think.

April 25, 2007: A country Web site was
launched for Slovenia. This brings the total
number of Church country Web sites to 62. You
can see the complete list of sites at
Ids.org/countries.

April 16, 2007: A country Web site was
launched for the Republic of Ireland. It used to
be part of the site for the United Kingdom, but
now has its own site. The U.K. site serves
England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.

March 2, 2007: Additional materials from the
February 10" worldwide leadership training
meeting on teaching and learning are now
available online.

March 2, 2007: Chapter numbers have been
added to the tables of contents for all the
manuals and support materials in the Gospel
Library. This should assist users in identifying
the correct chapter for weekly lessons.

February 28, 2007: Materials from the February

10" worldwide leadership training meeting on
teaching and learning are now available online.

(continued on next page)
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What’'s Changed Recently? (continued)

February 15, 2007: The MP3 audio files of the
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and
Pearl of Great Price have now been renamed
(with appropriate metadata included) so they
appear and play in the proper sequence. See
scriptures.lds.org.

February 8, 2007: The Newsroom site has been
redesigned. You can access the new site (1) by
looking in the News and Events channel on the
home page of LDS.org, (2) by clicking the link at
the bottom right of the LDS.org home page, or
(3) by going directly to newsroom.lds.org. The
Newsroom site is the official resource for news
media, opinion leaders, and the public. You can
also find news written especially for members of
the Church under the News and Events channel
of LDS.org.

January 30, 2007: In this "What's New"
document, read about major changes in LDS.org
and the Gospel Library, especially improved
navigation, enhanced search, and redesigned

Gospel Library.

Highlights

New LDS.org and Gospel Library Release

A redesigned home page and key pages of
LDS.org were released January 30, 2007.
Other pages of Church Web sites will be rebuilt
in 2007 and following years. This represents a
major upgrade of software and infrastructure to
allow the Church to build and maintain Web
sites more efficiently and in multiple languages.
It also provides improved navigation, enhanced
search, and a redesigned Gospel Library.

Improved Navigation

To improve the navigation and keep the home
page clean and usable, all content on LDS.org
has been categorized into six major channels,
which are shown in the left of the top blue
section of the home page. Each channel name
is a link that you can click to go to the channel
page. Or, you can simply place your cursor on
the channel name (without clicking) to see a fly-
out list of sections within the channel. This
provides one-click access to 54 different
sections of LDS.org.

The following is a quick-reference list of high-

use pages and where they are now found:

= Broadcast: From the News and Events
channel, see Events; then click Broadcasts
in the left navigation bar.

= Calendar: See the News and Events
channel.

= Church Employment: From the Home and
Family channel, see Employment.

= Institutes of Religion: From the Home and
Family channel, see Education.

= LDS Philanthropies: From the About the
Church channel, see Giving to the Church.

= Meetinghouse Locator: See the About the
Church channel.

= Order Church Materials: See the Gospel
Library channel.

= Places to Visit: See the About the Church
channel.

= Receive News/Quotes by E-mail: From the
News and Events channel, see Free E-mail
Subscriptions.

= RSS: See |ds.org/rss.

= Scriptures: See the Gospel Library channel.

= Share the Gospel with a Friend: See the
right sash on the About the Church channel
page.

= Stake and Ward Sites: See the About the
Church channel or the bottom-right corner
of the LDS.org home page.

Note: If you can’t find what you're looking for,
try the A-Z Index at the top of any new Web
page. It's a table of contents for all Church Web
sites.

chk Navigation Tips:
To return to the home page from any new
Web page, just click on the Church logo.

= Headings are often hyperlinks. For example,
when you are reading a magazine, you can
click the heading Magazines to return to the
magazines home page. You can click the
heading Gospel Library to return to the
home page of the Gospel Library.

Enhanced Search

The search feature of the old LDS.org only
allowed you to search for materials in the
Gospel Library. The new search function allows
you to search across all Church Web sites as
well as the Gospel Library. Search is now
located at the top of every new page.

Over the next several weeks, you will see
improved search results as we continue to add
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materials to the master index and refine the
search algorithms. Articles and talks by the First
Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
will rank higher than articles by others, more
recent content will rank higher than older
content, and key pages on Church sites will
receive extra prominence.

The search function allows you to perform
searches for a word or phrase. Search for an
exact phrase by enclosing the phrase within
guotation marks. You can choose to search All
Church Content (including Church Web sites
and the whole Gospel Library), just the Gospel
Library, or specific portions of the library. When
you search from a specific page in a Web site,
the search will allow you to search just that
section or more broadly.

Using the Advanced Search Options, you can
limit your search to specific dates or authors.

Once you see the results of your search, you
then have the option to narrow (filter) those
results to see only those from the scriptures,
general conference, lesson manuals, or
magazines. Note that scripture results will not
appear in the list of results unless you click
Filter by Scriptures.

Redesigned Gospel Library

The new Gospel Library has been restructured
to make it much easier to find magazines,
lessons manuals, and other official publications
of the Church. (Note: Books written by General
Authorities that are not published by the Church
may be available online at deseretbook.com or
at the sites of other publishers.)

Once you find an item in the Gospel Library,
the format bar above the text provides several
options, including:
= Print. This provides a nicely-formatted copy

for printing.
= View. This allows you to view the item in its

full graphical layout as a PDF file. For now,
we provide a single PDF of the entire
publication. To see it, go to the Table of

Contents for the whole magazine or manual

and click View on the format bar. (Note that

PDFs of magazines only go back to 2001,

even though text of the magazines goes

back to 1971, because of copyright
restrictions). For future publications, we will
provide PDFs of individual articles in
magazines and individual chapters in
manuals. To see them, click View on the

format bar of the article or chapter. If there
is no View as PDF option, go to the table of
contents page to see the PDF file of the
entire publication. You can then advance to
the article or chapter. Once you've found
the PDF, you can read it online, print all or
part of it using the Adobe Reader command
buttons that appear inside the window, or
download the PDF by clicking the Adobe
Reader command button labeled Save a
Copy.
Listen. If an audio recording of the item is
available, this option will be visible.
= Watch. If a video recording of the item is
available, this option will be visible. Sign
language videos are also included here
when they are available.

The contents page of a publication will often
have PDF, audio, or video files for the entire
publication in a single .zip file.

During 2007, we will be adding more audio,
video, and PDF files to the Gospel Library in
English and many other languages.

We will keep the old Gospel Library running
for some time, although we have stopped
publishing new materials to the old library. If
you have links on your personal or business
Web sites to content in the Gospel Library, we
recommend you change those links to the new
library. Stay tuned to [dsWebguy.com for
instructions.

New Home Page

The following is an overview of the redesigned
home page of LDS.org:

1. The top section of the home page lists the
major channels of LDS.org as described in
the section Improved Navigation.
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2. The toolbar at the top of the page includes
Search, A-Z Index, Feedback, Help, and
Languages.
= Learn more about how to use Search.
= A-Z Index. This index provides an
alphabetical listing of the resources
available on Church Web sites.

= Feedback. This page allows you to
report technical problems with the site,
as well as share ideas about future site
enhancements and resources. We read
all the feedback, but can’t personally
respond to each suggestion.

= Help. The Help page provides a
reference to site functionality and
features.

= Languages. This Language link provides
a list of the materials in other languages
available on LDS.org today. Later this
year, LDS.org will be translated into nine
more languages: Chinese, French,
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. At
that time, this language link will change
the language for the entire site. Over the
next several months, we will add
materials to the Gospel Library in 32
additional languages.

3. The Features area highlights resources and
announcements of general interest. You can
read previous features by clicking the Past
Features link at the bottom of the features
area.

4. The left column of the bottom section
provides a quick link to the current First
Presidency Message and Visiting Teaching
Message, as well as an inspirational quote.

5. The right column of the bottom section
provides a search box and links to pages
with quick references helpful in preparing a
lesson or a talk. In the bottom right are
quick links to go to stake and ward Web
sites, Mormon.org, the Newsroom, and the
FamilySearch site.

6. The footer at the bottom of the page
contains links and information pages for
your convenience.

Help in Transitioning to the New LDS.org

Nearly all the links on the home page of the old
LDS.org are found in the 54 fly-outs from the six
major channels listed in the left of the top blue
section of the new home page. If you don't see
the link you are looking for, click directly on one
of the six major channels (not the fly-outs) and
your link will likely be referenced on that

channel page. Some sites, such as Provident
Living, are not listed by name in the fly-outs
because all the content of those sites is
incorporated topically in the fly-out sections.

If you have bookmarked pages from the old
LDS.org, many of them will still work because
until mid 2007, we will keep these old pages
active. However, you should find and bookmark
the new pages.

We will also keep the old Gospel Library active
until mid or late 2007 so any links or bookmarks
you have will still work. However, you may now
want to find the items in the new library and
change your bookmarks to these new items. If
you have many links to change, you may wish
to wait until we incorporate friendly URLs (Web
addresses) such as
Ids.org/ensign/2006/January. When this is
implemented, we will publish the rules for
constructing these URLS. Stay tuned to
IdsWebguy.com for instructions.

We will also soon create subdomain names
(shortcuts) to help you quickly go to key areas
of the Web site, such as temples.lds.org and
ces.lds.org. We will provide a complete list of
these subdomain names when they become
active.

For technical information and background on
changes to Church Web sites, see
IdsWebguy.com.

New or Revised Content

Audio MP3 Files

You can find files in MP3 format to listen to or
download on the audio page at Ids.org/audio.
Audio files are also available on the format bar
throughout the new Gospel Library when there
is an audio version of the item (such as Ensign
magazines and key manuals). On the contents
page, you can download all the audio files at
once in a single .zip file.

You can listen to (stream) the audio files or
download them to listen to later or copy to a
CD, handheld device, or MP3 player. Over the
next several months, we will provide many
more audio files in several languages.

All new audio files we create for download
will be MP3 format (with an ID3 tag version of
2.3 or newer), which is compatible with a variety
of operating systems (including Windows,
Macintosh, and Linux) and with a variety of
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media players (such as iTunes, Windows Media
Player, RealPlayer, and QuickTime). You will
notice that there are still some old Windows
Media files throughout Church Web sites, but
those will eventually be converted to MP3.

For live events, such as general conference
and other broadcasts, the live streaming is
currently done in Windows Media format,
although we expect to change that to MP3 in
the future. The new standard for voice audio
files is 32 kBit/s, 22,050 Hz, mono, and for
music audio files the standard is 128 kBits/s,
44.1 kHz, stereo (again, some old files are not
yet at these standards).

A-Z Index

If you don’t know where a particular Internet
resource is found, click A-Z Index at the top of
the screen to see an alphabetical listing of all
available content. You may wish to browse
through the entire index for an overview of what
is available.

Braille

Many of the Church's official publications are
currently provided for Braille users in .brf and
.txt format for use on an electronic Braille note
taker (such as Braille Lite, Type 'N Speak, or
Packmate) or a Braille embosser (such as
Blazer or Versa Point). The .brf files are
formatted in grade 2, contracted English Braille.
See the English Braille page at |ds.org/braille to
see what is available. These files are also
available on the format bar throughout the new
Gospel Library.

CES Firesides

Transcripts of CES firesides are available at
ces.lds.org. Later, they will be incorporated into
the Gospel Library.

Combating Pornography

This new section of LDS.org
(combatingpornography.lds.org) provides
suggestions on avoiding or overcoming the
destructive influences of pornography. Church
pamphlets on the subject are available on this
site.

Country Web Sites

Church Web sites are created in each country
under the direction of Area Presidencies as an
official Church Internet presence in a given
country. Country Sites provide a positive
Church presence in the language of the country

and contain a history of the Church in the
country, information about local events, news
from the Area Presidency, and other
information. There are 61 country Web sites
now, with another eight in development. See a
list of them at Ids.org/countries.

Education

This new page in the Home and Family channel
of LDS.org provides information and resources
about education and specific information about
literacy, seminary, institute, the Perpetual
Education Fund, and Church colleges and
universities.

Employment

This new page in the Home and Family channel
provides helps for finding and improving your
employment, including access to an
employment resources database, listings of
Church job opportunities, and Church-service
mission opportunities.

Gospel Topics

This new section of the Gospel Library provides
succinct information about the doctrine,
policies, practices, and history of the Church.

Home and Family

This channel contains links to resources for
individuals and parents, such as building a
strong family, education, employment, family
home evening, food storage and emergency
preparedness, managing finances, and
marriage and family counseling.

News and Events

This channel of LDS.org that provides news for
members has been redesigned. The previous
site included the following two sections:

= News from the Church, which is written by

Church magazines staff writers as an

expansion of the news found in the Ensign

and Liahona magazines.
= Church in the News, which includes
references to articles about the Church that
have appeared in other newspapers and
magazines.
These two sections have now been merged
together in the redesigned News and Events
channel page.

Articles published in the Church News are
not searchable in the new LDS.org site because
Church News is a publication of the Deseret
Morning News newspaper, and they make the
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full Church News available online only to
subscribers. Read the explanation of that policy
for more information.

Newsroom

Newsroom.lds.orq is the official resource for
news media, opinion leaders, and the public. It
is available in English only because information
in other languages is available on country Web
sites.

The Newsroom site was redesigned in
February 2007 to be more useful in
communicating with the news media,
academics, other opinion leaders, and
members of the public who are looking to find
factual material on the Church quickly and
easily. The new site includes more multimedia,
such as the World Report, a semiannual
summary of what is happening in the Church
around the world.

Pictures

Many Church-related pictures and photographs
are now available online. See a list of images in
the Media Formats section of the Gospel
Library.

Podcasts

Three trial podcasts are available on LDS.org

for a limited time:

= General Conference Broadcast archives
page has a trial audio podcast.

= Teachings of Presidents of the Church:
Spencer W. Kimball offers a podcast of the
audio recording of the manual and a PDF of
the full graphic layout of the manual.

We invite you to subscribe to these podcasts
and share with us your experience and
suggestions at Idspodcasting@Idschurch.org.
An evaluation of their use and effectiveness will
determine the schedule and extent of future
podcasts on LDS.org.

RSS Feeds

RSS ("Really Simple Syndication") is a way to
subscribe to content, such as news headlines
or other information, and be informed when the
content changes. You can choose to receive
notifications by e-mail, or you can have RSS
messages (called a “feeds”) appear on your
personal Web page (such as a My Yahoo!
page). RSS feeds contain titles, short
descriptions, and links to the originating site. By
subscribing to RSS feeds, you can be informed

about changes to Church Web sites without
having to constantly visit the sites to see what is
new. We provide RSS feeds of some content
on Church Web sites and will continue to
provide more. See |ds.org/rss for the latest
listing of RSS-enabled Church Web pages.

Scriptures

The online scriptures program at
scriptures.lds.org allows you to read the
scriptures online, including the footnotes, study
aids, maps, and photographs available in the
printed LDS edition.

This online program is available in English,
French, German, Italian, and Spanish. More
languages will be added in 2007.

The program allows you to read and mark
scriptures and copy text to word processor files.
A powerful search allows you to find specific
phrases or topics.

The Options allow you to adjust the page
margins to make the text easier to read.

From any chapter of scriptures, you can
click Listen at the top of the screen to hear an
audio recording of that chapter. You can
download the audio (MP3) files of all chapters
from the audio page in the Gospel Library
(Ids.org/audio). You can then listen to them
from your computer, burn a CD, or transfer
them to a handheld device or MP3 player.

Learn more about the features of the
scriptures program.

Serving in the Church

This site has expanded information for Church
leaders and teachers about various callings,
including guidelines, resources, and new online
training courses.

Videos

Many Church sites provide video that can be
watched (streamed) or downloaded to watch
later or copy to a CD or DVD. Additional videos
will be listed at videos.lds.org. For events such
as general conference, we provide files for
entire sessions as well as for individual talks in
English, ASL, and Spanish. In other languages,
files are available only for the entire sessions.
Our standard for all new video we create for
download is to create it in the following formats:
= Windows Media 8 300K (Broadcast archives
include 56K version)
= Windows Media 10 MBR (Multi-bit Rate),
which allows multiple quality levels in the
same file)
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= QuickTime h.264 MOV 320x240, which is
optimized for QuickTime desktop play and
to work on current Apple iPod video
devices.

= MPEG 2 VOB, which can be used to copy to
a DVD to be played through DVD players.

We believe these standards provide an
acceptable experience for both broadband and
dial-up users using both PC and Mac
computers.

Not all videos on Church sites currently
meet these standards, but all new media we
create will meet these standards. Some video
may also be provided in Flash or Virtual Reality
(circular panoramas), such as videos on the
Joseph Smith site.

Temples

Temples.lds.org gives information about the
purpose of temples as well as specific details
about each temple, including schedules,
addresses, and other information. We recently
added more temple pictures and plan to include
more in the near future.

Interesting Church Web Sites

Church History

This channel of LDS.org has information about
the history of the Church, historic sites,
museums, the Church History Library, Church
Archives, and BYU resources. Country Web
sites also provide a history of the Church within
specific countries.

E-mail Subscriptions (List Services)

Sign up for a number of free-mail subscriptions
on the News and Events channel page. You
can receive daily updates on Church news and
gospel-centered quotations on a number of
topics, or you can subscribe to the What's New
e-mail for information when Church Web sites
are updated or new Church products are
released.

Handheld (PDA)

We currently provide Church magazines, lesson
manuals, and other Church publications for
handheld PDA devices. A listing of these files
can be found at Ids.org/handheld.

Formats include five readers for Palm
(MarkMyScriptures, Mobipocket, iSilo, eReader,
and Plucker) and six readers for the Pocket PC
(MarkMyScriptures, Mobipocket, iSilo, eReader,

MSReader, and YanCEyWare). Other Church-
related content may be available on the Web
sites of the companies that provide the readers.

Humanitarian Services

Lds.org/humanitarianservices provides timely
information about the Church’s response to
natural disasters and links to major
humanitarian initiatives sponsored by the
Church.

Joseph Smith Site

JosephSmith.lds.org provides a wealth of
research articles, quotes, and other historical
information about the Prophet Joseph Smith, as
well as photographs, paintings, and archive
documents.

LDS Philanthropies

LDSPhilanthropies.org provides information
about making donations to the Church and its
institutions—beyond tithing and fast offerings—
with the goal of helping members and friends of
the Church meet the needs of people
worldwide. Along with information about the
charitable causes supported by the Church, the
site enables users to make online donations.

Meetinghouse Locator

Traveling or moving? Use this program to find
the nearest Church meetinghouse in many
countries around the world. The site is currently
available in English only, but will be translated
into more languages in the future. If you ever
find outdated information, please submit
feedback to give us the correction.

Mormon.org

This site provides concise information about
Church doctrines and practices and is written
for those who know little about the Church but
want to learn more. It is available in many
languages. A test version of the recently
redesigned site is available at
beta.mormon.org.

Music

The Church Music site in the Gospel Library
has a wealth of digital and sheet music and an
award-winning interactive player that allows you
to select from hundreds of hymns and children’s
songs and play them live. You can change the
key or tempo, or just listen to the soprano, alto,
tenor, or bass part. The Other Music section of
the Church Music site has sound tracks of
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seminary music and sheet music that has been
published in Church magazines. Music is being
added in Spanish and other languages.

Order Church Materials

You can order Church materials—including
temple clothing—online at LDSCatalog.com
and have your order sent to your home. New
sites are being built to serve other parts of the
world.

Provident Living

ProvidentLiving.org contains information about
living a provident life, including employment and
career development, physical health, emotional
strength, education and literacy, home storage,
wise management of personal and family
resources, and emergency preparedness.

Stake and Ward Web Sites

The official stake and ward Web sites can be
found in the About the Church channel or from
the quick link in the bottom-right corner of the
LDS.org home page. They are available to
stakes and wards in the United States and
Canada. They give the meetinghouse address
for the ward or stake, times of Sunday
meetings, a calendar of events, a membership
directory, a leadership directory, lesson
schedules, and more.

To register for access to your ward or stake
site, you must obtain your membership record
number and confirmation date from your ward
clerk.

We are listening to the many suggestions
we have received about how to make these
sites more helpful, and future revisions will
incorporate these suggestions, as well as
extend their use to wards and stakes in other
countries.

Because of legal and privacy issues,
Church policy prohibits the creation of other
Web sites as official sites for your ward, stake,
family history center, auxiliary, quorum, class,
Scout unit, committee for a special event, or
other Church entity. Of course, individuals are
free to create personal Web sites representing
their personal opinions and testimonies and are
encouraged to link to Church Web sites and
other sites that uphold Church standards.

What’'s Coming

Directories

In the future, we plan to provide an expanded
directory of visitors’ centers, Deseret Industries

stores, canneries, institutes, seminaries,
temples, meetinghouses, family history centers,
LDS Family Services offices, and other
locations, with information, schedules, and
calendars of events.

Disabilities

In 2007, a new section will be added to LDS.org
containing guidelines and helps for those with
disabilities or special needs, for families who
care for them, and for their Church leaders and
teachers.

We are also just finalizing our accessibility
guidelines for Church Web sites. Once
completed, we will adapt portions of LDS.org to
make them more accessible to those with
disabilities or special needs.

FamilySearch

FamilySearch.orq is the Church’s site for
genealogical research and family history work.
It is the world’s largest free genealogical Web
site, with online access to billions of birth,
marriage, death, and other genealogical
records. It has over a million registered users.
Many enhancements are being built for
FamilySearch.

Feedback

Please use the feedback link when you have
suggestions for Church Web sites. All the
feedback is read, categorized, counted, and
forwarded to the product managers over the
various Church Web sites. Within the next few
months, we will be upgrading our feedback
system to make it easier to classify and route
the many thousands of feedback messages so
that the product managers can receive it more
quickly.

General Conference and Other General
Authority Addresses

This section contains the text, audio files, and
video files of general conference addresses for
many years in many languages. (Note: The
general priesthood meeting is not available in
audio or video format.) Later in 2007, this
section will be upgraded to make it easier to
use the conference talks.

A new section entitled Additional Addresses
will also be created as a resource of talks by
General Authorities given in Church satellite
broadcasts and in other events.
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http://www.familysearch.org/
http://lds.org/portal/site/LDSOrg/menuitem.49e37c41b43a4da67f6d22e6f1e543a0/?vgnextoid=3e920fd41d93b010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&hideNav=true

URLs (Web Addresses)

Later in 2007, we will implement standardized
URLs for the pages on LDS.org. Rather than
the long URLSs you see now, they will be shorter
and, in most cases, human readable. This
change will make it easier to cite them in online
forums, blogs, or e-mails.

User Sign-in

In the future, we plan to provide the ability to
establish a user name and sign-in identity so
you can access software applications and
information you may need for your calling (such
as the Church Directory, handbooks, letters
from headquarters, forms, and so on).

Technical Information

Browser Support

With Internet users utilizing many different
browsers and many versions of these browsers,
there are hundreds of different browsers in use
today. Church Web sites are built to support
only certain browsers, meaning that
development and quality assurance resources
are expended to ensure that a given browser
works both visually and functionally for a Web
site or application. We discontinue support for
old browsers after their natural lifespan so we
can apply resources to adopting the new
capabilities in newer browsers. This results in
sites that are easier to build and better
designed.

Church Web sites are built to support W3C
standards-compliant browsers. We currently
support the following browsers:
= Internet Explorer 6.0, 6.0 (AOL), and 7.0
= Mozilla Firefox 1.x and 2.0
= MSN Explorer
= Safari 2.0.xand 1.3
As of December 2006, this represented over
98% of the users of Church Web sites. Other
browsers (such as Netscape Navigator, Internet
Explorer 5.2x [Mac], Opera, or WebTV Viewer)
may still be fully functional, but we do not certify
that they will work with a Church Web site.

Operating System and Platform Support

Church Web sites are built to work on the
following operating systems:

= Windows XP and Media Center 2005
= Windows 2000/NT 5

= Windows 98

= Macintosh

= Windows ME

As of December 2006, this represented over
99% of the users of Church Web sites. We do
not support Linux, Windows 95, or FreeBSD.
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