
FINAL MISSIONARY PREPARATION 
Last Two Months Preparation for the OPIc Exam 

	  

	  
	  

The OPIc is a listening and speaking test offered by the American Council on Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL).  To help your missionaries prepare to score well, it is strongly recommended 
that you review the information on this page with missionaries two months prior to their taking the 
OPIC exam.  

	  
	  
OPIc Preparation 

	  

The OPIc begins with a survey to identify subjects about which the missionary has some 
experience. The actual interview then focuses on these subjects, such as their family, their home, the 
classes they have taken, the schools they have attended, the cities where they have lived, the hobbies 
or activities they enjoy, their friends, the foods they like, a career they might like to have, and so 
forth.  Missionaries might be asked to describe what these things are like in the country where they 
are living.  They might also be asked to compare them with those from their home country.  If they 
do not know much about a particular subject, they should be prepared to respond in an ap- 
propriate fashion such as, “I don’t know that much about _______ in _____, but I can say that 
_______.” 

	  

Missionaries should spend 1-2 months preparing for the OPIc by describing things and activities 
(like those mentioned above) in detail and comparing their understanding and experiences from 
one country or location to another.  They should understand that they might be asked to describe 
things like an interesting experience on a walk with a friend, a class that they particularly enjoyed 
and why, and so forth. The ability to narrate, or recount evens using the correct past tense verb 
conjugations is important. 

	  
	  
OPIc Prerequisites 

	  

Native missionaries should ordinarily take the OPIc within the last one to two months of their mis- 
sion.  This gives them an opportunity to maximize their skills before the interview.  However, the 
missionary must qualify to take the OPIc by doing the following: 

	  

• Complete all of the 25 modules in Book 1 and Book 2. 
	  

• Take all of the module exams in Book 1 and Book 2. 
	  

• Receive a score of 30 or more on each module exam and a cumulative score of 750 or more. 
	  

• They should have studied, filled in, and practiced all the contents of the Basic Grammar text. 
	  

• They should have mastered the usage and pronunciation of the 53 common verbs in Book 1’s 
Appendix and the vocabulary in Book 2’s Appendix. 

	  

• This is NOT a requirement, but it is helpful if they have selected the career(s) of greatest inter- 
est and likelihood for them from Book 3–Career English and studied and learned the dialogs, 
exercises, vocabulary, and pronunciation for such corresponding modules. 

	  

 


