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Blessed by the
“He took their little children, one by one, and blessed them” (3 Nephi 17:21).

F R I E N D  T O  F R I E N D

W hile my wife and I served in

Eastern Europe, we lived in

Russia. One day I spent about

an hour in the Hermitage, a famous

museum in St. Petersburg. Our guide said

to us, “Be careful that you do not touch

any of these important treasures, because

the great wealth of Russia is found in the

Hermitage.”

The next day was Sunday, and during

sacrament meeting a young girl was con-

firmed a member of the Church. As I and

other Melchizedek Priesthood holders

stood next to her and placed our hands 

on her head, a thought came to me: 

“The wealth of Russia is not found in the

Hermitage. The wealth of Russia is found 

in its children. As priesthood

holders, we are allowed to

stand close, lay our hands

upon their heads, and bless

the children.”

Years ago our youngest

child had a serious bone tumor in his lower

back. When he was taken to the hospital for

surgery, I overheard the doctors in the hall-

way talking about his condition. They said 

it was likely that nothing could be done to

save our boy’s life.

When I went back in my son’s room, 

I tried to encourage him. I assured him

that he was receiving the finest medical

care. He said, “Daddy, I’m not counting on

the doctors. I’m counting on my blessing.

You laid your hands on my head, and you

blessed me. And I have faith that the bless-

ing will be fulfilled.”

My son was healed. His life is an example

of the power of a priesthood blessing. One

of the lessons I’ve learned through my

Church service is that our

Father in Heaven loves little

children. He loves to bless

them, and He often blesses

them through His priest-

hood servants. ● IL
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