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GIANT FAMILY TREE 
The purpose of this activity is for class members to reflect on their ancestors and the 
countries their ancestors are from. Participants can connect the stories and locations of 
their ancestors with other members of the class.  

Help participants have an opportunity to feel the Spirit by reflecting on where their 
ancestors are from and the lives they lived. Help participants recognize how the Spirit 
draws them closer to their living and deceased family members. 

TIME:   
30–40 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Print out the leaf template (See the end of the  

document.) 

• Magnets, tape, or other adhesive 

• Pens, pencils, markers 

• Paper 

Optional Materials:
• Large paper tree 

• Map of the world 

PREPARE

□ 1. Review the activity instructions.

□ 2. Gather all materials needed for the class.

□ 3. Create a large paper tree or map of the world for 
organizing participants’ leaves. 

□ 4. Research your ancestors to learn information 
about where they came from and the kind of lives 
they lived. Prepare possible stories to share with 
the class.  

□ Optional. Before the presentation, look for 
connections with others who will be participating 
in the class. Present what connections you were 
able to discover. 

NONE, SOME, MANY
Activity
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CONDUCT THE ACTIVITY 
We encourage you to modify this activity as needed and to use your own ideas and creativity as you 
accommodate to the needs and the interests of the people in your area.   

Step 1: Introduce the Activity 
Explain that everyone has ancestors that come from 
all over the world. Each person is made up of the 
different people in our family trees and the places they 
are from. 

Step 2: Pass Out Leaves  
Pass out printed leaves, and allow participants to 
write information for themselves and for a few of their 
ancestors on the different leaves (participants can 
complete leaves as families and only need to fill out a 
couple of leaves for ancestors they know). 

Step 3: Organize Leaves 
As participants complete their leaves, organize the 
leaves according to location. This could be done in 
one of the following ways: 

• Create a large tree with each branch representing 
a different country or continent where class 
members can put their leaves.

• Have a large map where participants can attach 
their leaves.

• Have an area set aside on the wall or floor for 
each continent. 

Step 4: Make Connections  
Once leaves are organized, have participants 
look for connections with other members of the 
class. Encourage members to share stories of their 
ancestors with each other. Connections might include:

• Ancestors being from the same, or nearby, cities 
or countries

• Ancestors having similar occupations or skills
• Ancestors immigrating at the same time or 

immigrating to the same country 

Step 5: Discuss Connections 
After connections have been made, have a discussion 
about the importance of learning and sharing 
information about ancestors. Have class members 
share any connections they were able to make with 
others. Ask if anyone was able to learn something new 
and interesting about their ancestors that they would 
like to share.  

Step 6: Invitation 
Invite class members to record the connections 
made during the activity in FamilySearch.org. 
Encourage them to go home and continue looking for 
connections and to gather ancestor stories that can be 
recorded in FamilySearch.org. 

ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR CONDUCTING THE ACTIVITY
The following are optional ideas for this activity.   

Idea 1: Hang leaves on a tree like Christmas ornaments 
to be displayed for everyone to see. 

Idea 2: Display a map of the world. Let people attach 
stickers or insert pins that mark where they and their 
ancestors are from (label pins with last names using 
tape, sticky notes, or some other method). Allow them 
to make connections with other participants about 
where ancestors are from. 

Idea 3: Break the class into smaller groups and have 
them make smaller trees. Each group can share 
stories about the ancestors on their leaves. Have 
groups look for connections among members of  
their group.    

Idea 4: On large construction paper have family groups 
draw or make their own family trees. Once families 
have trees completed, have the class look at each 
other’s trees and try to make connections among their 
ancestors. 

Idea 5: Encourage youth in the class to share something 
new they learned about their ancestors on social 
media and use the hashtag #FamilyDiscoveryDay 
(or another applicable hashtag). Encourage them to 
tag friends and family that might find this information 
interesting or who would benefit from participating in 
family history work.    
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LEAF TEMPLATE OPTIONS 

Basic Leaf   
Pass out plain leaves, and have class members write their names on the leaf, along with information about 
their ancestors (including names, years they lived, and where they lived).

Template Leaf 
Pass out leaves, and have class members fill in the information on multiple leaves.
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