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MOBILE APPS 
The purpose of this activity is to help class members connect with ancestors, find and share 
family stories, and preserve a memory in FamilySearch using either the FamilySearch Tree or the 
FamilySearch Memories mobile apps.   

For those with None of their family member in the tree the FamilySearch Memories app will allow 
them to add and review pictures, stories, and audio files in their family tree. When memories are 
added individuals can tag family members in their tree to these memories.   

For those with Some or Many family members in the trees the FamilySearch Tree app will allow them 
to look at photos and memories that have been added to their ancestors trees. You can also review 
record hints or use the quick start function to add family members to the tree.  

TIME:   
30–60 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Smart phones and tablets, if the bandwidth in your 

building permits (please see the Technical Guidelines 
for family discovery day organizers for tips on improv-
ing the Internet connectivity.)

• FamilySearch Tree and FamilySearch Memories  
mobile apps

Optional Materials:
• Projector 

• Cables to connect smart phone or tablet to projector 

PREPARE

□ 1. Review the activity instructions.

□ 2. Gather all materials needed for the class.

□ 3. Review information for the FamilySearch Tree 
app at familysearch.org/mobile/tree

□ 4. Review information for the FamilySearch Memories 
app at familysearch.org/mobile/memories

□ 5. Download the FamilySearch Tree and the 
FamilySearch Memories mobile apps.

□ 6. Become familiar with the apps and what each  
app offers.

□ 7. Use one of these apps to bring one of your own 
family stories to life. 

□ Optional. Invite class members to download the 
apps before attending the activity. 

NONE, SOME, MANY
Activity
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CONDUCT THE ACTIVITY 
We encourage you to modify this activity as needed and to use your own ideas and creativity as you 
accommodate to the needs and the interests of the people in your area.   

Step 1: Introduce the Activity  
Introduce the purpose of this activity and the two 
FamilySearch apps.

Share with the class how the FamilySearch Tree app 
is a fun way to learn something new about your family 
stories when you are relaxing, on the go, or waiting 
in a line. It is a great way to share what you discover 
with your children at bedtime or with your relatives on 
Facebook. 

Share that the FamilySearch Memories app is an easy 
way to upload new images, stories, and audio to your 
tree and to tag your ancestors in the process.

Step 2: Share a story 
Share a story about how you used one of these apps 
to bring one of your own family stories to life.

Step 3: Download app
Ask the class to do the following: 

1. Visit familysearch.org/mobile/tree or familysearch.
org/mobile/memories.

2. Download and install the FamilySearch Tree app, 
the FamilySearch Memories app, or both.

3. Explore the apps for 10 minutes, looking for 
information about your family or uploading 
memories to your tree.

(Individuals without a mobile device can pair up with 
other individuals in the class.)

Assist the class in downloading, installing, and 
exploring the apps during the 10 minutes.

Step 4: Share experiences 
Ask those in the class who used the FamilySearch 
Tree app to share something they discovered about 
their family with another person. Next, invite those 
who used the FamilySearch Memories app to share a 
memory they uploaded with another person.   

Step 5: Preserve or discover a memory  
Inform the class that their smartphone or tablet is a 
great tool for capturing and preserving memories. 
Explain that it is also a great way to discover memories 
about their families when they are traveling, at lunch, 
or on the go.

Invite class members to try preserving a memory and 
discovering a memory.  

To preserve a memory do the following:

1. Open the FamilySearch Memories app.  

2. Choose photos, stories, or audio from the  
available options.

3. Follow the directions in the app to take a photo, 
write a story, or record audio to preserve  
the memory. 

To discover a memory, invite them to do the following:

1. Open the FamilySearch Tree app.

2. Select an ancestor in your tree.

3. Select the photos or stories menu items for  
the ancestor. 

Note: You can also preserve memories using the 
FamilySearch Tree app.

Step 6: Gather and preserve additional memories 
Ask class members to spend the remainder of the time 
using the apps to discover and preserve memories 
from other family members.
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ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR CONDUCTING THE ACTIVITY
The following are optional ideas for this activity.    

Idea 1: Instead of focusing on discovering and 
preserving memories, focus on finding and sharing 
family memories of your ancestors. Explore your 
tree using the FamilySearch Tree app. Focus on 
finding images and stories, and then share what you 
have found with others in the class. You might even 
stumble across someone who needs an ordinance 
done along the way. Be aware that the FamilySearch 
Memories app focuses on capturing memories and 
does not allow you to explore memories contained in 
your family tree. 

Idea 2: If you have a limited number of devices available, 
set up booths to capture each type of memory (photo 
booth, audio booth, story booth). Have a few devices 
available in each booth. Assign individuals to dress 
in the apparel of their ancestors to run each booth. 
Families and individuals can visit the booths, log in 
to FamilySearch.org on the device, then record a 
memory. 

Idea 3: If your class has individuals who are familiar with 
the apps, consider having the skilled individuals share 
with others how they used the apps to find family 
names and preserve memories. They can also give 
one-on-one help to those in the class who are still 
learning how to use the apps. Have a large group 
discussion at the end of the activity so individuals can 
share what they learned during the experience.  

Idea 4: Invite the class to share their experiences using 
the hashtag #FamilyDiscoveryDay on social media. 
Encourage them to tag friends and family who might 
enjoy their family memories. 


