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A Great Work  
of God

April 6, 1830
One hundred eighty years ago, Joseph Smith, Oliver 

Cowdery, and a handful of others gathered together to 
organize The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
By all accounts it was a simple but spiritual meeting. 
Joseph records that following the sacrament, “the Holy 
Ghost was poured out upon us to a very great degree—
some prophesied, whilst we all praised the Lord, and 
rejoiced exceedingly.” 1 

The events of this day went unnoticed by the world; 
they were not accompanied by headlines or heralds. 
Nevertheless, how the heavens must have rejoiced and 
glorified God—for on that day, the Church of Jesus 
Christ returned to earth!

Solomon Chamberlain
From that day to this, millions of faith-filled sons 

and daughters of Heavenly Father have followed the 
promptings of the Holy Ghost and entered the sacred 
waters of baptism. One such man was Solomon 
Chamberlain. 

Solomon was a spiritual man and had spent many 
hours in prayer, seeking for the remission of his sins 
and pleading with Heavenly Father to lead him to the 
truth. Sometime around 1816, Solomon was promised 

in a vision that he would live to see the day when the 
Church of Christ would be organized after the apostolic 
order was established once again on the earth. 

Years later Solomon was traveling by boat toward 
Canada when his vessel stopped in the small town of 
Palmyra, New York. There he felt a compelling force 
urging him to disembark. Not knowing why he was 
there, he began speaking with the townspeople. It 
wasn’t long before he heard talk of a “gold Bible.” He 
said those two words sent “a power like electricity [that] 
went from the top of my head to the end of my toes.” 

His inquiries led him to the Smith home, where he 
spoke with those present about the wonderful news of 
the restored gospel. After spending two days there and 
receiving a testimony of the truth, Solomon resumed his 
journey to Canada, taking with him 64 newly printed, 
unbound pages of the Book of Mormon. Everywhere 
he went, he taught the people, “both high and low, rich 
and poor, . . . to prepare for the great work of God that 
was now about to come forth.” 2

A Great Work of God
Since that day in April 1830, millions have discov-

ered the truth of the restored gospel and have entered 
the waters of baptism. I testify that this “great work of 
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God” is on the earth today. I bear witness that the Lord 
watches over His Church and directs it through His 
prophet, President Thomas S. Monson. It is no ordinary 
blessing to live in these latter days. These are glorious 
times, foreseen by ancient prophets and attended by 
watchful, angelic hosts. The Lord is mindful of His 
Church. He is also mindful of those who, like Solomon 
Chamberlain, follow the promptings of the Holy Ghost 
and join with their brothers and sisters the world over 
in helping to bring forth this great work of God.

Notes
 1.  Joseph Smith, in History of the Church, 1:78.
 2.  “A Short Sketch of the Life of Solomon Chamberlain,”  

typescript, Church History Library (on the Internet at  
www.boap.org/LDS/Early-Saints/SChamberlain.html); see also 
William G. Hartley, “Every Member Was a Missionary,”  Ensign,  
Sept. 1978, 23. A few days after the organization of the Church, 
Solomon Chamberlain was baptized by Joseph Smith in the waters  
of Seneca Lake, New York.

TeAChinG From ThiS meSSAGe

Personal example is one of the most powerful 
teaching tools we have” (Teaching, No Greater 

Call [1999], 18). as you share the story of solomon 
chamberlain, invite the family to look for times that he 
followed the promptings of the spirit. discuss how his 
example may have helped others. invite family mem-
bers to share a time when someone’s good example 
has helped them.

YoUTh
my Faith experiment
By Jason Young

When I was 13, I began to read the Book of Mormon 
every day, and I have been blessed every day since.

Our sunday school class of 13-year-olds was not 
exactly known for our reverence. However, we 

had a wonderful teacher who tried her best to teach 
each lesson by the spirit. One such lesson was on read-
ing the scriptures.

at the end of the lesson she gave us a challenge. it 
was meant for all of us, but for some reason she looked 
directly at me as she said, “i challenge you to read from 
the Book of Mormon every single day!” i thought to 
myself, “i will show you. i will do it!” 

i began 1 nephi chapter 1 that very night and contin-
ued reading every day. i probably did not have a proper 
attitude when i began, but over time i began to like the 
way reading the Book of Mormon made me feel. reading 
each night became an enjoyable habit. 

Months later i came to alma 32 and was impressed 
by the idea of a faith experiment. in school we had 
just learned about conducting scientific experiments, 
so i kneeled down and told Heavenly Father that i was 
beginning the experiment. i asked that i would come 
to know whether the Book of Mormon was true. 

in hindsight, i know that Heavenly Father answered 
my prayers many times. reading daily from the Book of 
Mormon gave me increased capacity to overcome evil. 
i felt closer to my Father in Heaven. i felt strengthened 
by the power of the Holy ghost to overcome obstacles. 
What alma said about experimenting with god’s word 
is true: “it beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea, it begin-
neth to enlighten my understanding, yea, it beginneth 
to be delicious to me” (alma 32:28).

ChilDren
no ordinary Blessing

the church was organized 180 years ago this month. 
President dieter F. Uchtdorf said it is “no ordinary 

blessing” to live today, when the church has been 
restored. to find some of the great blessings Heavenly 
Father gives to people through the church, look up 
the scriptures below.

acts 22:16
2 nephi 32:5
James 5:14–15 
d&c 20:8–12
amos 3:7
d&c 110:7–10
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seeking and receiving  
Personal revelation

Teach these scriptures 
and quotations or, 
if needed, another 
principle that will bless 

the sisters you visit. Bear testimony 
of the doctrine. Invite those you visit 
to share what they have felt and 
learned.

How Can I Seek Personal 
Revelation?

“We prepare to receive personal 
revelation as the prophets do, by 
studying the scriptures, fasting, pray-
ing, and building faith. Faith is the 
key. Remember Joseph’s preparation 
for the First Vision:

“‘If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God. . . .

“‘But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering.’” 1

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles.

“Prayer is your personal key to 
heaven. The lock is on your side of 
the veil.

“But that is not all. To one who 
thought that revelation would flow 
without effort, the Lord said:

“‘You have not understood; you 
have supposed that I would give it 
unto you, when you took no thought 
save it was to ask me.

“‘But, behold, I say unto you, 
that you must study it out in your 
mind; then you must ask me if it 

be right, and if it is right I will cause 
that your bosom shall burn within 
you; therefore, you shall feel that it 
is right.’” 2

President Boyd K. Packer, President of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. 

How Can I Receive Personal 
Revelation?

“In its more familiar forms, revela-
tion or inspiration comes by means 
of words or thoughts communicated 
to the mind (see Enos 1:10; D&C 
8:2–3), by sudden enlightenment 
(see D&C 6:14–15), by positive or 
negative feelings about proposed 
courses of action, or even by inspir-
ing performances, as in the per-
forming arts. As President Boyd K. 
Packer, . . . President of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles, has stated, 
‘Inspiration comes more as a feeling 
than as a sound.’” 3

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles.

“The temple is a house of 
learning. Much of the instruction 
imparted in the temple is sym-
bolic and learned by the Spirit. 
This means we are taught from 
on high. . . . Our understanding 
of the meaning of the ordinances 
and covenants will increase as we 
return to the temple often with the 
attitude of learning and contem-
plating the eternal truths taught. . . . 

Let us enjoy the spiritual strength 
and the revelation we receive as  
we attend the temple regularly.” 4

Silvia H. Allred, first counselor in the  
Relief Society general presidency.

Notes
 1.  “Personal Revelation: The Teachings 

and Examples of the Prophets,”  Liahona, 
Nov. 2007, 88.

 2.  “Personal Revelation: The Gift, the Test,  
and the Promise,”  Ensign, Nov. 1994, 59–60.

 3.  “Eight Reasons for Revelation,” 
 Liahona, Sept. 2004, 8.

 4.  “Holy Temples, Sacred Covenants,” 
 Liahona, Nov. 2008, 113, 114.
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HelPS foR VISItIng 
teaCHIng
as a visiting teacher, you 
can receive impressions of 
the spirit as to the needs of 
your sisters and how to meet 
those needs. as you teach this 
message, share, as appropri-
ate, any inspiration or help 
you have received regarding 
visiting teaching.

PeRSonal PRePaRatIon
1 samuel 3:10
1 Kings 19:11–12
alma 5:46; 26:22
3 nephi 19:19–23
d&c 8:2–3; 9:8–9; 88:63–64
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