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This has been a remarkable ses-
sion. In behalf of all who par-
ticipated thus far in word or

music, as the President of the
Church, I have chosen simply to say
to you at this moment just two
words, known as the two most im-
portant words in the English lan-
guage. To Sister Cheryl Lant and her
counselors, the choir, the musi-
cians, the speakers, those words are
“Thank you.”

Many years ago, while in
London, England, I visited the
famed Tate art gallery. Works by
Gainsborough, Rembrandt,
Constable, and other renowned
artists were displayed in room after
room. I admired their beauty and
recognized the skill which had
been required to create these mas-
terpieces. Tucked away in a quiet
corner of the third floor, however,
was a painting which not only
caught my attention but also 

captured my heart. The artist,
Frank Bramley, had painted a hum-
ble cottage facing a windswept sea.
Two women, the mother and the
wife of an absent fisherman, had
watched and waited the night
through for his return. Now the
night had passed, and the realiza-
tion had set in that he had been
lost at sea and would not return.
Kneeling at the side of her mother-
in-law, her head buried in the lap of
the older woman, the young wife
wept in despair. The spent candle
on the window ledge told of the
fruitless vigil.

I sensed the young woman’s
heartache; I felt her grief. The haunt-
ingly vivid inscription which the
artist gave to his work told the tragic
story. It read, A Hopeless Dawn.

Oh, how the young woman
longed for the comfort, even the 
reality, of Robert Louis Stevenson’s
“Requiem”:

He Is Risen!
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Home is the sailor, home from sea,
And the hunter home from the

hill.1

Among all the facts of mortality,
none is so certain as its end. Death
comes to all; it is our “universal her-
itage; it may claim its victim[s] in in-
fancy or youth, [it may visit] in the
period of life’s prime, or its sum-
mons may be deferred until the
snows of age have gathered upon
the . . . head; it may befall as the re-
sult of accident or disease, . . . or . . .
through natural causes; but come it
must.”2 It inevitably represents a
painful loss of association and, partic-
ularly in the young, a crushing blow
to dreams unrealized, ambitions un-
fulfilled, and hopes vanquished.

What mortal being, faced with
the loss of a loved one or, indeed,
standing himself or herself on the
threshold of infinity, has not pon-
dered what lies beyond the veil
which separates the seen from the
unseen?

Centuries ago the man Job—so
long blessed with every material gift,
only to find himself sorely afflicted
by all that can befall a human be-
ing—sat with his companions and
uttered the timeless, ageless ques-
tion, “If a man die, shall he live
again?”3 Job spoke what every other
living man or woman has pondered.

This glorious Easter morning I’d
like to consider Job’s question—”If a
man die, shall he live again?”—and
provide the answer which comes
not only from thoughtful considera-
tion but also from the revealed word
of God. I begin with the essentials.

By President Thomas S. Monson

The empty tomb that first Easter morning was the answer to
Job’s question, “If a man die, shall he live again?”
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If there is a design in this world
in which we live, there must be a
Designer. Who can behold the many
wonders of the universe without be-
lieving that there is a design for all
mankind? Who can doubt that there
is a Designer?

In the book of Genesis we learn
that the Grand Designer created
the heaven and the earth: “And the
earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of
the deep.”

“Let there be light,” said the
Grand Designer, “and there was
light.” He created a firmament. He
separated the land from the waters
and said, “Let the earth bring forth
grass, . . . the fruit tree yielding fruit
after his kind, whose seed is in itself.”

Two lights He created—the sun
and the moon. Came the stars by His
design. He called for living creatures
in the water and fowls to fly above
the earth. And it was so. He made
cattle, beasts, and creeping things.
The design was nearly complete.

Last of all, He created man in His
own image—male and female—with
dominion over all other living things.4

Man alone received intelligence
—a brain, a mind, and a soul. Man
alone, with these attributes, had the
capacity for faith and hope, for in-
spiration and ambition.

Who could persuasively argue
that man—the noblest work of the
Great Designer, with dominion over
all living things, with a brain and a
will, with a mind and a soul, with in-
telligence and divinity—should
come to an end when the spirit for-
sakes its earthly temple?

To understand the meaning of
death, we must appreciate the pur-
pose of life. The dim light of belief
must yield to the noonday sun of
revelation, by which we know that
we lived before our birth into mor-
tality. In our premortal state, we
were doubtless among the sons and
daughters of God who shouted for
joy because of the opportunity to
come to this challenging yet neces-
sary mortal existence.5 We knew
that our purpose was to gain a phys-
ical body, to overcome trials, and to
prove that we would keep the com-
mandments of God. Our Father
knew that because of the nature of
mortality, we would be tempted,
would sin, and would fall short. So
that we might have every chance of
success, He provided a Savior, who
would suffer and die for us. Not
only would He atone for our sins,
but as a part of that Atonement, He
would also overcome the physical
death to which we would be subject
because of the Fall of Adam.

Thus, more than 2,000 years ago,
Christ, our Savior, was born to mor-
tal life in a stable in Bethlehem. The
long-foretold Messiah had come.

There was very little written of
the boyhood of Jesus. I love the 
passage from Luke: “And Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man.”6 And
from the book of Acts, there is a
short phrase concerning the Savior
which has a world of meaning:
“[He] went about doing good.”7

He was baptized by John in the
river Jordan. He called the Twelve
Apostles. He blessed the sick. He

caused the lame to walk, the blind
to see, the deaf to hear. He even
raised the dead to life. He taught,
He testified, and He provided a per-
fect example for us to follow.

And then the mortal mission of
the Savior of the world drew to its
close. A last supper with His Apostles
took place in an upper room. Ahead
lay Gethsemane and Calvary’s cross.

No mere mortal can conceive the
full import of what Christ did for us
in Gethsemane. He Himself later de-
scribed the experience: “[The] suf-
fering caused myself, even God, the
greatest of all, to tremble because of
pain, and to bleed at every pore,
and to suffer both body and spirit.”8

Following the agony of
Gethsemane, now drained of
strength, He was seized by rough,
crude hands and taken before
Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, and Herod.
He was accused and cursed. Vicious
blows further weakened His pain-
racked body. Blood ran down His
face as a cruel crown fashioned of
sharp thorns was forced onto his
head, piercing His brow. And then
once again He was taken to Pilate,
who gave in to the cries of the angry
mob: “Crucify him, crucify him.”9

He was scourged with a whip
into whose multiple leather strands
sharp metals and bones were wo-
ven. Rising from the cruelty of the
scourge, with stumbling steps He
carried His own cross until He could
go no farther and another shoul-
dered the burden for Him.

Finally, on a hill called Calvary,
while helpless followers looked on,
His wounded body was nailed to a
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cross. Mercilessly He was mocked
and cursed and derided. And yet He
cried out, “Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do.”10

The agonizing hours passed as His
life ebbed. From His parched lips
came the words, “Father, into thy
hands I commend my spirit: and hav-
ing said thus, he gave up the ghost.”11

As the serenity and solace of a
merciful death freed Him from the
sorrows of mortality, He returned to
the presence of His Father.

At the last moment, the Master
could have turned back. But He did
not. He passed beneath all things
that He might save all things. His
lifeless body was hurriedly but gen-
tly placed in a borrowed tomb.

No words in Christendom mean
more to me than those spoken by
the angel to the weeping Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary when,
on the first day of the week, they ap-
proached the tomb to care for the
body of their Lord. Spoke the angel: 

“Why seek ye the living among
the dead? 

“He is not here, but is risen.”12

Our Savior lived again. The most
glorious, comforting, and reassuring
of all events of human history had
taken place—the victory over death.
The pain and agony of Gethsemane
and Calvary had been wiped away.
The salvation of mankind had been
secured. The Fall of Adam had been
reclaimed.

The empty tomb that first Easter
morning was the answer to Job’s
question, “If a man die, shall he live
again?” To all within the sound of
my voice, I declare, If a man die, he

shall live again. We know, for we
have the light of revealed truth. 

“For since by man came death, by
man came also the resurrection of
the dead. 

“For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.”13

I have read—and I believe—
the testimonies of those who 
experienced the grief of Christ’s
Crucifixion and the joy of His
Resurrection. I have read—and I
believe—the testimonies of those
in the New World who were visited
by the same risen Lord.

I believe the testimony of one
who, in this dispensation, spoke
with the Father and the Son in a
grove now called sacred and who
gave his life, sealing that testimony
with his blood. Declared he: 

“And now, after the many testi-
monies which have been given of
him, this is the testimony, last of all,
which we give of him: That he lives! 

“For we saw him, even on the
right hand of God; and we heard
the voice bearing record that he is
the Only Begotten of the Father.”14

The darkness of death can always
be dispelled by the light of revealed
truth. “I am the resurrection, and
the life,” spoke the Master.15 “Peace
I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you.”16

Over the years I have heard and
read testimonies too numerous to
count, shared with me by individu-
als who testify of the reality of the
Resurrection and who have re-
ceived, in their hours of greatest
need, the peace and comfort prom-
ised by the Savior.

I will mention just part of one
such account. Two weeks ago I re-
ceived a touching letter from a fa-
ther of seven who wrote about his
family and, in particular, his son
Jason, who had become ill when 
11 years of age. Over the next few
years, Jason’s illness recurred several
times. This father told of Jason’s pos-
itive attitude and sunny disposition,
despite his health challenges. Jason
received the Aaronic Priesthood at
age 12 and “always willingly magni-
fied his responsibilities with excel-
lence, whether he felt well or not.”
He received his Eagle Scout Award
when he was 14 years old.

Last summer, not long after
Jason’s 15th birthday, he was once
again admitted to the hospital. On
one of his visits to see Jason, his fa-
ther found him with his eyes closed.
Not knowing whether Jason was
asleep or awake, he began talking
softly to him. “Jason,” he said, “I
know you have been through a lot
in your short life and that your cur-
rent condition is difficult. Even
though you have a giant battle
ahead, I don’t ever want you to lose
your faith in Jesus Christ.” He said
he was startled as Jason immediately
opened his eyes and said, “Never!”
in a clear, resolute voice. Jason then
closed his eyes and said no more. 

His father wrote: “In this simple
declaration, Jason expressed one of
the most powerful, pure testimonies
of Jesus Christ that I have ever heard.
. . . As his declaration of ‘Never!’ be-
came imprinted on my soul that day,
my heart filled with joy that my
Heavenly Father had blessed me to
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be the father of such a tremendous
and noble boy. . . . [It] was the last
time I heard him declare his testi-
mony of Christ.”

Although his family was expect-
ing this to be just another routine
hospitalization, Jason passed away
less than two weeks later. An older
brother and sister were serving mis-
sions at the time. Another brother,
Kyle, had just received his mission
call. In fact, the call had come earlier
than expected, and on August 5, just
a week before Jason’s passing, the
family gathered in his hospital room
so that Kyle’s mission call could be
opened there and shared with the
entire family.

In his letter to me, this father in-
cluded a photograph of Jason in his
hospital bed, with his big brother
Kyle standing beside the bed, hold-
ing his mission call. This caption
was written beneath the photo-
graph: “Called to serve their mis-
sions together—on both sides of
the veil.”

Jason’s brother and sister al-
ready serving missions sent beauti-

ful, comforting letters home to be
shared at Jason’s funeral. His sister,
serving in the Argentina Buenos
Aires West Mission, as part of her
letter, wrote: “I know that Jesus
Christ lives, and because He lives,
all of us, including our beloved
Jason, will live again too. . . . We
can take comfort in the sure
knowledge we have that we have
been sealed together as an eternal
family. . . . If we do our very best 
to obey and do better in this life,
we will see [him again].” She con-
tinued: “[A] scripture that I have
long loved now takes on new sig-
nificance and importance at this
time. . . . [From] Revelation chap-
ter 21, verse 4: ‘And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, nei-
ther sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed
away.’ ”

My beloved brothers and sisters,
in our hour of deepest sorrow, we
can receive profound peace from
the words of the angel that first

Easter morning: “He is not here:
for he is risen.”17

He is risen! He is risen!
Tell it out with joyful voice.
He has burst his three days’ prison;
Let the whole wide earth rejoice.
Death is conquered; man is free.
Christ has won the victory!18

As one of His special witnesses
on earth today, this glorious Easter
Sunday, I declare that this is true, in
His sacred name—even the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior—amen.
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Teachings for Our Time

MONTHS

May 2010–
October 2010

November 2010–
April 2011

FOURTH-SUNDAY LESSON MATERIALS

Talks published in the 
May 2010 Liahona*

Talks published in the 
November 2010 Liahona*

*These talks are available (in many languages) at conference.lds.org.

Melchizedek Priesthood and
Relief Society lessons on
fourth Sundays will be de-

voted to “Teachings for Our Time.”
Each lesson can be prepared from
one or more talks given in the most
recent general conference. Stake
and district presidents may choose
which talks should be used, or they
may assign this responsibility to
bishops and branch presidents.
Leaders should stress the value of
Melchizedek Priesthood brethren
and Relief Society sisters studying
the same talks on the same Sundays.

Those attending fourth-Sunday
lessons are encouraged to study and
bring to class the latest general con-
ference issue of the magazine.

Suggestions for Preparing a Lesson

from Talks

Pray that the Holy Spirit will be
with you as you study and teach the
talk(s). You may be tempted to pre-

pare the lesson using other materials,
but the conference talks are the ap-
proved curriculum. Your assignment
is to help others learn and live the
gospel as taught in the most recent
general conference of the Church.

Review the talk(s), looking for
principles and doctrines that meet
the needs of class members. Also
look for stories, scripture refer-
ences, and statements from the
talk(s) that will help you teach these
truths.

Make an outline of how to teach
the principles and doctrines. Your
outline should include questions
that help class members:

• Look for principles and doctrines 
in the talk(s).

• Think about their meaning.
• Share understanding, ideas, 

experiences, and testimonies.
• Apply these principles and 

doctrines in their lives. 
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Brothers and sisters, our
Heavenly Father wants and
needs our help to bring His

spirit children home to Him again. 
I speak today of young people al-
ready within His true Church and so
are started on the strait and narrow
way to return to their heavenly
home. He wants them to gain early
the spiritual strength to stay on the
path. And He needs our help to get
them back to the path quickly
should they begin to wander.

I was a young bishop when I 
began to see clearly why the Lord
wants us to strengthen children
when they are young and rescue
them quickly. I will tell you one
story of a young person who repre-
sents many whom I have tried to
help over the years.

She sat across from me at my

bishop’s desk. She spoke to me of
her life. She had been baptized and
confirmed as a member of the
Church when she was eight. There
were no tears in her eyes as she re-
counted the more than 20 years that
followed, but there was sadness in
her voice. She said that the down-
ward spiral began with choices to
associate with what she thought
were exciting people. She began to
violate what at first seemed to be
less important commandments.

She felt at first a little sadness and
a twinge of guilt. But the associations
with her friends provided a new feel-
ing of being liked, and so her occa-
sional resolutions to repent seemed
less and less important. As the gravity
of the commandments she was
breaking increased, the dream of a
happy eternal home seemed to fade.

Help Them on Their
Way Home

VISITING TEACHING MESSAGE, MAY 2010

She sat across from me in what
she called misery. She wanted me to
rescue her from the trap of sin in
which she found herself bound. But
the only way out was for her to exer-
cise faith in Jesus Christ, to have a
broken heart, to repent, and so be
cleansed, changed, and strength-
ened through the Lord’s Atonement.
I bore my testimony to her that it
was still possible. And it was, but so
much harder than it would have
been to exercise faith early in her life
on the journey home to God and
when she first began to wander.

So we help God’s children best
by providing ways to build faith in
Jesus Christ and His restored gospel
when they are young. And then we
must help rekindle that faith quickly
before it dims as they wander off
the path.

So you and I can expect a nearly
continuous opportunity to help
travelers among God’s children. The
Savior told us why that would be so
when He described the perilous
journey home for all of God’s spirit
children through the mists which
sin and Satan create:

“Enter ye in at the strait gate; for
wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
which leadeth to destruction, and
many there be who go in thereat;

“Because strait is the gate, and nar-
row is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.”1

Foreseeing the needs of His 
children, a loving Heavenly Father
placed directions and rescuers
along their way. He sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, to make safe passage
possible and visible. He called as 

By President Henry B. Eyring
First Counselor in the First Presidency

We help God’s children best by providing ways to build faith
in Jesus Christ and His restored gospel when they are young.
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His prophet in these times President
Thomas S. Monson. Since his youth
President Monson has taught not
only how to stay on the path but
also how to rescue those who have
been led away into sorrow.

Heavenly Father has assigned us
to a great variety of stations to
strengthen and, when needed, to
lead travelers to safety. Our most im-
portant and powerful assignments
are in the family. They are important
because the family has the opportu-
nity at the start of a child’s life to
put feet firmly on the path home.
Parents, brothers and sisters, grand-
parents, aunts and uncles are made
more powerful guides and rescuers
by the bonds of love that are the
very nature of a family.

The family has an advantage in
the first eight years of a child’s life.
In those protected years, because of
the Atonement of Jesus Christ,
Satan’s use of the mists of darkness
to hide the path to return home is
blocked. In those precious years the
Lord helps families by calling
Primary workers to help strengthen
children spiritually. He also provides
holders of the Aaronic Priesthood to
offer the sacrament. In those sacra-
mental prayers, the children hear
the promise that they may someday
receive the Holy Ghost as a guide if
they are obedient to God’s com-
mandments. As a result, they are
fortified to resist temptation when it
comes and then, sometime in the
future, to go to the rescue of others.

Many bishops in the Church are
inspired to call the strongest people

in the ward to serve individual chil-
dren in the Primary. They realize
that if the children are strengthened
with faith and testimony, they will
be less likely to need rescue as
teenagers. They realize that a strong
spiritual foundation can make the
difference for a lifetime.

We all can help. Grandmothers,
grandfathers, and every member
who knows a child can help. It does-
n’t take a formal calling in Primary.
Nor is it limited by age. One such
woman, as a younger person, was
on the Primary general board that
helped create the CTR motto.

She never tired of serving the
children. She taught in the Primary
of her ward, at her own request, un-
til she was almost 90 years old. Little
children could feel her love for
them. They saw her example. They
learned from her the simple princi-
ples of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
And above all, because of her exam-
ple they learned to feel and recog-
nize the Holy Ghost. And when they
did, they were well on their way to
the faith to resist temptation. They
would be less likely to need to be
rescued and would be prepared to
go to the rescue of others.

I learned the power of simple
faith in prayer and in the Holy Ghost
when our children were small. Our
oldest son was not yet baptized. His
parents, Primary teachers, and priest-
hood servants had tried to help him
feel and recognize the Spirit and
know how to receive His help.

One afternoon my wife had taken
him to the home of a woman who

was teaching him to read. Our plan
was that I was to pick him up on my
way home from work.

His lesson ended earlier than we
had expected. He felt confident that
he knew the way home. So he
started to walk. He said afterward
that he had complete confidence
and liked the idea of being alone on
the trip. After he had gone about
half a mile (0.8 km), it started to
grow dark. He began to sense that
he was still very far from home.

He can still remember that the
lights of the cars as they streamed
past him were blurred by his tears.
He felt like a little child, not the con-
fident boy who had begun to walk
home alone. He realized that he
needed help. Then something came
to his memory. He knew he was
supposed to pray. And so he left the
road and headed toward some trees
he could barely see in the darkness.
He found a place to kneel down.

Through the bushes he could
hear voices coming toward him. Two
young people had heard him crying.
As they approached, they said, “Can
we help you?” Through his tears he
told them he was lost and that he
wanted to go home. They asked if
he knew his home phone number
or address. He didn’t. They asked if
he knew his name. He did know
that. They led him to the nearby
place where they lived. They found
our family name in a phone book.

When I got the phone call, I
rushed to the rescue, grateful that
kind people had been placed along
his way home. And I have been ever
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grateful he was taught to pray with
faith that help would come when he
was lost. That faith has led him to
safety and brought him more res-
cuers more times than he can count.

The Lord has placed a pattern 
of rescue and rescuers in His king-
dom. In His wisdom the Lord has
inspired His servants to place
some of the most powerful ways 
to strengthen us and to put in
place the best rescuers as we pass
through the teenage years.

You know of two powerful pro-
grams provided by the Lord. One,
for young women, is called Personal
Progress. The other, for Aaronic
Priesthood holders, is called Duty to
God. We encourage young people
in the rising generation to see their
own potential to build great spiri-
tual strength. And we plead with
those who care about those young
people to rise to what the Lord re-
quires of us to help them. And since
the future of the Church depends
upon them, all of us care.

The two programs have been im-
proved, but their purpose remains
unchanged. President Monson put it
this way: we must “learn what we
should learn, do what we should
do, and be what we should be.”2

The Personal Progress booklet
for young women makes the pur-
pose clear for them: “The Personal
Progress program uses the eight
Young Women values to help you
understand more fully who you are,
why you are here on the earth, and
what you should be doing as a
daughter of God to prepare for the

day you go to the temple to make
sacred covenants.”

It goes on to say that young
women will “make commitments,
carry them out, and report your
progress to a parent or leader.” It
also promises that “the patterns you
establish as you work on Personal
Progress—such as prayer, scripture
study, service, and journal keep-
ing—will become personal daily
habits. These habits will strengthen
your testimony and help you learn
and improve throughout your life.”3

The Duty to God program for
young men in the Aaronic Priesthood
has been strengthened and focused.
It will be contained in one simple
book for all three Aaronic Priesthood
offices. The young men and their
leaders will receive a copy of this new
book. It is a powerful tool. It will
strengthen the testimonies of young
men and their relationship with God.
It will help them learn and want to
fulfill their priesthood duties. It will
strengthen their relationships with
their parents, among quorum mem-
bers, and with their leaders.

Both of these programs put great
responsibility on the efforts of the
young people themselves. They are
invited to learn and do things that
would be challenging for anyone. As
I reflect on my own youth, I cannot
remember being so challenged. Oh,
on a few occasions I was invited to
rise to such tests, but only now and
then. These programs expect con-
sistency, great effort, and the accu-
mulation of learning and spiritual
experiences over years.

On reflection I realized that the
contents of these booklets are a
physical representation of the
Lord’s trust in the rising generation
and in all of us who love them. And
I have seen evidence that the trust
is well placed.

In visits I watched Aaronic
Priesthood quorums in action. I
have seen young men following pat-
terns of learning, making plans to do
what God wants of them, then mov-
ing out to do what they have com-
mitted to do and sharing with others
how they were changed spiritually.
And as I watched and listened, it be-
came clear that fathers, mothers,
leaders, friends, and even neighbors
in a congregation were touched by
the Spirit as they heard youth testify
how they had been strengthened.
The youth were lifted as they bore
testimony, and so were those who
were trying to help them rise.

The Young Women program has
in it that same powerful pattern to
develop spiritual strength in the
young women and to offer the op-
portunity for us to help. Personal
Progress helps young women pre-
pare to receive the ordinances of
the temple. They are helped by the
examples of mothers, grandmoth-
ers, and every righteous woman
around them in the Church. I have
seen how parents helped a daugh-
ter achieve her goals and dreams by
noticing and appreciating all the
good things she does.

Just a few days ago I watched a
mother stand with her young daugh-
ter as they received recognition for
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having together become examples
of outstanding womanhood. And as
they shared with me what it had
meant to them, I felt the Lord’s ap-
proval and encouragement for us all.

Of all the help we can give these
young people, the greatest will be
to let them feel our confidence that
they are on the path home to God
and that they can make it. And we
do that best by going with them.
Because the path is steep and some-
times rocky, they will at times feel
discouraged and even stumble.
They may at times become con-
fused about their destination and
wander after less eternally impor-
tant goals. These inspired programs
make that less likely because they
will lead the young person to invite
and receive the companionship of
the Holy Ghost.

The best counsel for us to give
young people is that they can arrive
back to Heavenly Father only as they
are guided and corrected by the
Spirit of God. So if we are wise, we
will encourage, praise, and exem-
plify everything which invites the

companionship of the Holy Ghost.
When they share with us what they
are doing and feeling, we must our-
selves have qualified for the Spirit.
Then they will feel in our praise and
our smiles the approval of God. And
should we feel the need to give cor-
rective counsel, they will feel our
love and the love of God in it, not re-
buke and rejection, which can per-
mit Satan to lead them further away.

The example they most need
from us is to do what they must do.
We need to pray for the gifts of the
Spirit. We need to ponder in the
scriptures and in the words of living
prophets. We need to make plans
which are not only wishes but
covenants. And then we need to
keep our promises to the Lord. And
we need to lift others by sharing with
them the blessings of the Atonement
which have come in our lives.

And we need to exemplify in our
own lives the steady and prolonged
faithfulness that the Lord expects of
them. As we do, we will help them
feel from the Spirit an assurance
that if they will persist, they will

hear the words from a loving Savior
and Heavenly Father: “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the
joy of thy lord.”4 And we who help
them along the way will hear those
words with joy.

I testify that the Lord loves you
and every child of God. This is His
kingdom, restored with priesthood
keys through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. Thomas S. Monson is the
Lord’s prophet today. I promise
each of you, as you follow inspired
direction in this, the true Church
of Jesus Christ, that our youth and
we who help and love them can 
be delivered safely to our home
with Heavenly Father and the
Savior to live in families and in joy
forever. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. 3 Nephi 14:13–14.
2. Thomas S. Monson, “To Learn, to Do, to

Be,” Liahona, Nov. 2008, 67.
3. Young Women Personal Progress (booklet,

2009), 6.
4. Matthew 25:21.
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