
Home and Family Education

Temple Blessings for All
"Let this house be built unto my name, that I may reveal 
mine ordinances therein unto my people" (D&C 124:40).

We can bring the blessings of temple ordinances to all our family 
members, living and dead.

In order to secure the promises of exaltation for ourselves and our 
families, we must receive all of the temple blessings and see that 
our families receive them. This means temple blessings for us, for 
our living families, and for our deceased family members and 
ancestors.

Temple Blessings for the Living
Temple ordinances have a great purpose in the Lord's plan of 
salvation. Before man can be exalted, he must be taught how to 
live in the presence of God. He must know what to do to become 
exalted. He must learn the laws of heaven and be obedient to those 
laws. He must demonstrate his willingness to understand and 
obey before he can ever be counted worthy to enter into the 
presence of God or receive the power to do so. The temple is the 
only place where this knowledge can be obtained. Therefore, if we 
want the knowledge that will enable us to enter the fulness of 
God's glory, we must prepare ourselves by receiving the blessings 
of the temple.
The endowment. In relation to the endowment, Brigham Young said, 
"Your endowment is, to receive all those ordinances in the house 
of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed 
this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, 
passing the angels who stand as sentinels, being enabled to give 
them the key words, the signs and tokens, pertaining to the holy 
Priesthood, and gain your eternal exaltation in spite of earth and 
hell" (Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [Salt Lake 
City: Deseret Book Co., 1941], p. 416).
The endowment, then, is to prepare us to live with God our 
Eternal Father in the celestial kingdom. It teaches us what we must 
do. If we do not learn these things, we cannot go where God 
dwells, worlds without end.
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Elder John A. Widtsoe said of the things the endowment can teach 
us: "The temple ordinances encompass the whole plan of 
salvation. . . . This completeness of survey and expounding of the 
Gospel plan, makes temple worship one of the most effective 
methods of refreshing the memory concerning the whole structure 
of the Gospel. . . .  To the man or woman who goes through the 
temple, with open eyes, heeding the symbols and the covenants, 
and making a steady, continuous effort to understand the full 
meaning, God speaks his word, and revelations come. The 
endowment is so richly symbolic that only a fool would attempt to 
describe it; it is so packed full of revelations to those who exercise 
their strength to seek and see, that no human words can explain or 
make clear the possibilities that reside in the temple service. The 
endowment which was given by revelation can best be understood 
by revelation; and to those who seek most vigorously, with pure 
hearts, will the revelation be greatest" ("Temple W orship," Utah 
Genealogical and Historical Magazine, Apr. 1921, pp. 58, 63).
The temple endowment is separate from the sealing ordinances. 
The endowment is an ordinance for the individual, but sealing 
ordinances pertain to a family relationship.
Sealing of families. Through the sealing ordinances received in the 
temple, families can receive the blessing of becoming an eternal 
unit patterned after the family of God.
Regarding the sealing and the eternal family relationship,
President Brigham Young said the following: "The whole subject of 
the marriage relation is not in my reach, nor in any other man's 
reach on this earth. It is without beginning of days or end of years; 
it is a hard matter to reach. We can tell some things with regard to 
it; it lays the foundation for worlds, for angels, and for the Gods; 
for intelligent beings to be crowned with glory, immortality, and 
eternal lives. In fact, it is the thread which runs from the beginning 
to the end of the holy Gospel of Salvation—of the Gospel of the 
Son of God; it is from eternity to eternity" (Discourses of Brigham 
Young, p. 195).
Every woman must realize that the blessings of the endowment 
and the sealing of families are necessary for exaltation and prepare 
to receive these blessings. (See D&C 131:1-4; 132:15-17.) Then 
once she has received these blessings herself, she must do all she 
can to see that her living family members accept these blessings as 
well.
President Joseph F. Smith said: "Oh! God, let me not lose my own. 
I can not afford to lose mine, whom God has given to me and whom 
I am responsible for before the Lord, and who are dependent upon 
me for guidance, for instruction, for proper influence. . . . The Lord
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help me to save my own, so far as one can help another. I realize I 
cannot save anybody, but I can teach them how to be saved. I can 
set an example before my children how they can be saved, and it is 
my duty to do that first. I owe it more to them than to anybody else 
in the world. Then, when I have accomplished the work I should 
do in my own home circle, let me extend my power for good 
abroad just as far as I can" (Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book C o., 1939], p. 462).
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught us that the time we have to 
perform our labors for the living may be limited: "The Saints have 
not too much time to save and redeem their dead, and gather 
together their living relatives, that they may be saved also, before 
the earth will be smitten, and the consumption decreed falls upon 
the world.
"I would advise all the Saints to go with their might and gather 
together all their living relatives . . . that they may be sealed and 
saved" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding 
Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1938], p. 330).
In our strivings to secure for our own families all the blessings of 
the temple, we must remember that each person has his agency 
and that some may not respond the way we would wish. We 
should also remember the great gift of repentance and the 
importance of continually laboring in love with such family 
members.

Temple Blessings for the Dead
President Wilford Woodruff said of our responsibility to our 
kindred dead: "I look upon this portion of our ministry as a 
mission of as much importance as preaching to the living; the dead 
will hear the voice of the servants of God in the spirit world, and 
they cannot come forth in the morning of the resurrection, unless 
certain ordinances are performed, for, and in their behalf, in 
temples built to the name of God. It takes just as much to save a 
dead man as a living man" (Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, comp.
G. Homer Durham [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1946], p. 160).
The predicament of the dead who have not had their ordinances 
performed may be illustrated with a story told by Elder Boyd K. 
Packer: "Som e time ago I was counseling a woman who had joined 
the Church following the breakup of her marriage and the loss of 
her only child, a boy who was nine years old at the time he passed 
away. She told me something that I remember very well because it 
touched me deeply.
"After the separation in her marriage, while she was trying to 
make a living for herself and her son, he became afflicted with a 
terminal disease. Some time before he passed away, he became
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aware of the fact that he was not going to live. His mother said 
from that time on he had only one thing on his mind: over and 
over again he would say pleadingly, 'M am a, you won't forget me, 
will you? I won't be forgotten, will I?'
"That pleading of a dying youngster speaks somehow for all of us, 
and expresses our yearning not to be forgotten" ("The Family and 
Eternity," Ensign, Feb. 1971, p. 7).
To those we call dead, death is not the problem. Being forgotten 
is the problem. Without the sealing power of the holy priesthood, 
they must live separately as individuals, without family 
relationships.
The Savior himself, between the time of his death and resurrection, 
introduced the gospel to the dead (see 1 Peter 3:18-20; 4:6; D&C 
138), but we must make sure that the necessary ordinance work is 
done for them. Otherwise, even though they accept the gospel, 
they cannot enjoy its full blessings.
President Joseph Fielding Smith said of the spirits of those who 
have died: "If the veil could be parted and we could see the world 
of spirits, we would likely discover many among them anxiously 
praying and hoping that their day of deliverance would come.
Their hearts are turned towards their children on whom their 
hopes rely for deliverance from the prison house" (The Way to 
Perfection [Salt Lake City: Genealogical Society of Utah, 1935], 
p. 178).
In the spirit world the gospel may be taught to groups, but it is the 
individual who must gain faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and repent. 
Because the ordinances of the gospel necessary for exaltation must 
be performed on earth separately for each individual, our ancestors 
beyond the grave are dependent upon us to perform ordinances 
for them and their families.
Elder Dallin H. Oaks has suggested "som e general principles that 
should encourage all Latter-day Saints to receive their own 
ordinances and provide the ordinances of eternity for their 
ancestors. . . .
"The first principle is that our efforts to promote temple and family 
history work should be such as to accomplish the work of the 
Lord, not to impose guilt on his children. Members of this church 
have many individual circumstances—age, health, education, place 
of residence, family responsibilities, financial circumstances, 
accessibility to sources for individual or library research, and many 
others, . . .
"The second principle is that we should understand that in the 
work of redeeming the dead there are many tasks to be performed.
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and that all members should participate by prayerfully selecting 
those ways that fit their personal circumstances at a particular 
time. . . . Our effort is not to compel everyone to do everything, 
but to encourage everyone to do something.
"There are many different things our members can do to help in 
the redeeming of the dead, in temple and family history work. 
Some involve callings. Others are personal. All are expressions of 
devotion and discipleship. All present opportunities for sacrifice 
and service. . . .
"Som e of the most important temple and family history work is 
done at home. I do not refer just to the important work of keeping 
family genealogies up-to-date and the much-needed verifying that 
all sealings have been performed. At home we can keep our 
journals and gather pictures and data for the books of 
remembrances of our family members. We can gather and record 
information available through living relatives. We can write family 
histories and share their great lessons with our children. . . .
"The third principle is that it would be desirable for each member 
of the Church to think about the work of proclaiming the gospel, 
perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the dead not only as an 
expression of the mission of the Church, but also as a personal 
assignment. Every member should have some ongoing activity in 
each of these three dimensions, with a total personal activity that 
does not exceed what is wise for his or her current circumstances 
and resources" ("Family History: Tn Wisdom and Order,' " Ensign, 
June 1989, pp. 6-7).

Conclusion
The gratitude of those for whom we do temple work will 
continually increase as they come to understand gospel principles. 
And so shall our gratitude to them continually increase as we grow 
in appreciation for our mortal probation, which they made 
possible. Each generation relies on the other to do its part. As each 
generation fulfills its responsibilities, a patriarchal kingdom is 
constructed that will endure and increase through endless 
eternities.
The Prophet Joseph Smith summarized the feeling with which we 
should do this great work: "Brethren, shall we not go on in so 
great a cause? Go forward and not backward. Courage, brethren; 
and on, on to the victory! Let your hearts rejoice, and be 
exceedingly glad. Let the earth break forth into singing. Let the 
dead speak forth anthems of eternal praise to the King Immanuel, 
who hath ordained, before the world was, that which would 
enable us to redeem them out of their prison; for the prisoners 
shall go free" (D&C 128:22).
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Suggestions for Teachers
1. Ask: What are the purposes of temple ordinances? Review the 

ideas given in the lesson, emphasizing that temple ordinances 
give us the knowledge we need to be able to enter into God's 
glory and allow us to establish eternal family relationships.

2. Ask a sister to read President Joseph F. Smith's statement about 
the importance of saving one's own family members. Have her 
talk briefly about what she is doing to encourage all of her family 
members to receive the blessings of the temple.

3. You may want to have a sister who has done a lot of family 
history work explain where the sisters can go to find help in 
doing their research. She may want to show and explain some of 
the basic forms that need to be filled out in submitting names.
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