
Home and Family Education

Reverencefor 
Sacred Places
"Reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord" (Leviticus 19:30).

We show reverence fo r  God by respecting his property.

We Benefit from the Sacrifices of Others
After many years of warfare, under the inspired leadership of 
Joshua, the children of Israel finally won possession of the land of 
Canaan. All of the tribes were given their portion. Joshua then 
gave them the challenge to settle the land and show their 
gratitude to God, who had given them victory, by serving him 
diligently.
At a great conference, Joshua addressed all the tribes. He spoke as 
with the voice of the Lord and recited their history from the time 
of the flood. And then he declared, "And I have given you a land 
for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted 
not do ye eat." Because the Lord had given so much to his people, 
Joshua admonished them, "Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth" (Joshua 24:13-14).
In a very real way each generation enjoys land for which they did 
not labor and cities which they did not build. Among the 
membership of the Church, most of us enjoy the gospel because of 
the sacrifices of others —missionaries who left their homes to bring 
the gospel to us or ancestors who left their homes and families for 
the gospel's sake. We go to temples that were built through the 
great sacrifice of others. We attend meetings in buildings that for 
the most part have been financed by the donations of others.
The beautiful temples throughout the world are available to the 
Saints through the great sacrifice of many people. The Salt Lake 
Temple took forty years of work and sacrifice by early members of 
the Church to build. Since its dedication in 1893, literally millions, 
both living and dead, have received eternal blessings in that 
beautiful building. The sacrifices of Saints on every continent of 
the world have provided temples in which saving ordinances can 
be performed for millions more of God's children.
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Faithful tithe payers in one country may help finance a temple or 
meetinghouse for the use of a growing membership in another 
land on another continent. Thus, every member has an 
opportunity to participate in the building of God's kingdom 
throughout the world.
As each building is completed and paid for, it is dedicated to the 
Lord. It then becomes his property. When we enter, we do so as 
his guests.

How can we show our gratitude to those who have sacrificed so 
that we can enjoy the results of their labors? By respectfully caring 
for the legacy they have left us.

We Should Use Church Property with Reverence and Respect
After Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, the Lord gave 
many instructions and directions for purifying the people. One 
commandment the Lord gave was that the people should 
"reverence" his sanctuary (see Leviticus 19:30). A sanctuary is a 
place of worship, a sacred or holy place, a refuge, a place where 
the Lord can dwell. All of the properties dedicated to the Lord 
become his sanctuaries, and he has asked us to show reverence as 
we use them.
The first temple in this dispensation was built in Kirtland, Ohio, at 
a time when the Saints were few in number and very poor.
Raising the necessary money to erect such a structure required 
great sacrifice. The brethren labored and the sisters cared for the 
workmen, providing clothing and board for those in need. All 
lived humbly so that every cent possible might go into this grand 
project. When the building was completed and the time for its 
dedication came, the Saints received a great outpouring of 
spiritual manifestations. To the surprise of some, the dedicatory 
prayer was read by Joseph Smith. It was a revelation from the 
Lord rather than a personal expression from the prophet.
In this revelation (D&C 109), we read how the Lord's house 
should be used and how it should be treated. His house should be 
a house of prayer, fasting, faith, learning, and glory. It should also 
be a "house of order" (vs. 8), a place of "holiness" where reverence 
is shown to God (vs. 13).
Referring to this revelation, President Spencer W. Kimball said, "In 
a very real sense, what is said of the sacred temples of the Church 
is applicable to every 'house of the Lord,' whether it be a 
meetinghouse or any place where the Saints worship, or in fact, 
any Latter-day Saint home" (We Should Be a Reverent People 
[pamphlet, 1976], p. 2).
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How can we apply the Lord's instructions given in section 109 to 
the use of his property? A "house of order" is a place where all 
things are conducted at the proper time, in the proper way, and 
with the proper spirit. In another sense, a house of order is a place 
where all things are kept where they should be, where facilities 
are cared for and used properly. To be a "place of holiness" means 
to be a place belonging to God where his presence can be felt, a 
place set apart for his service, a place worthy of reverence.

Each person entering one of these sacred places ought to be very 
careful that her thoughts, speech, actions, and apparel are 
appropriate. Each person should also be careful that the right 
kinds of activities are conducted there and that the building and 
furnishings are well cared for. A significant way in which we can 
show reverence for God is by respecting his house and its 
furnishings.
A feeling of reverence is easily felt in the temples of the Church. 
Talk is hushed, all the workers are dressed in white, and the 
beauty of the rooms and furnishings creates an atmosphere of 
peace and worship. We find it easy in this kind of setting to be on 
our best behavior. However, we sometimes have difficulty 
maintaining a reverent attitude in our daily or weekly use of other 
Church buildings.
A visiting member was impressed and touched by the attitude and 
actions of some Finnish Saints on a rainy Sunday morning. She 
was attending a newly dedicated chapel in a small town outside of 
Helsinki, Finland. As the local members came to Church that 
morning, everyone removed his wet and muddy shoes before 
entering the building. These Saints showed reverence for the Lord 
by caring for his house. They were anxious to keep their 
meetinghouse clean and in good condition.
Unfortunately, the kind of behavior shown by these Finnish Saints 
is not evidenced everywhere in the meetinghouses of the Church. 
An usher cleaning up a chapel after sacrament meeting reported 
finding the following debris on benches, underfoot, and in the 
hymnal racks: torn-up programs and other paper, used sacrament 
cups, food and food wrappers, tissue, toys, crayons, pencils, and 
pens. Each person has the responsibility to leave the chapel as 
clean or cleaner than he or she found it. We should pick up litter, 
use kitchen and bathroom facilities so as not to damage or clog 
them, and never allow others to purposefully damage Church 
property. In many places chapels are used by more than one ward 
with little time between meetings to clean up. We should all feel 
the responsibility to leave the chapel as we would like to find it.
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Parents set the example for their families in the use of Church 
property. Children are apt to watch older people and do as they 
do.
Reasonable limits should be set on what children are allowed to 
bring into the chapel during meetings. Toys that make any kind of 
noise should be left at home. Quiet books or paper and pencil are 
more appropriate. Because of the consolidated meeting schedule, it 
is sometimes necessary to bring appropriate food items for very 
small children. These should be things that will not soil benches or 
carpeting or scatter crumbs.
Hymnbooks should not be torn or defaced in any way. They can 
be badly damaged when dropped. Parents have the responsibility 
to oversee their children's use of the hymnbooks.

Sports and activities should be confined to their proper areas. 
Shouting and running are not acceptable inside our chapels. 
Besides detracting from the feelings of peace and reverence that 
should exist in the Lord's house, boisterous behavior can lead to 
accidents that may cause injury and damage property. Reverent 
attitudes will carry over into respectful use of Church facilities.

President Kimball included in his description of a "house of the 
Lord" any place the Saints meet to worship or any Latter-day 
Saint home.
In some areas of the Church, members sometimes must meet in 
buildings that are not Church property. As members of Christ's 
Church, we should follow the teachings of the Savior when we 
use the property of others: "Therefore, all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them"
(3 Nephi 14:12). It is important that we exemplify the teachings of 
Jesus Christ if we have taken upon ourselves his name. Often the 
opinion people have of the Church is based on their experience 
with its members. This is an important reason for taking special 
care when we use the property of others.
Often Saints must meet in the homes of members. They should 
have the same attitude of reverence towards the home of a 
member as they do towards any other house of the Lord.

Our Homes Can Be Sacred Places
Even though our homes are not used for regular Church meetings, 
they can be sanctuaries for those who live in them. Elder James E. 
Faust commented, "Our homes should be among the most 
hallowed of all earthly sanctuaries" (in Conference Report, Oct. 
1977, p. 14; or Ensign, Nov. 1977, p. 11). Our homes can provide 
the setting for teaching and exemplifying the principle of 
reverence, especially when we hold family home evenings, gospel
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study sessions, or family councils. Parents have opportunities to 
teach their children how to care for their own property and 
respect the property of others. If these principles are taught at 
home, parents can be confident that their children will have the 
proper attitude and behavior in other sacred places.
Elder Boyd K. Packer noted that "the most sacred place on earth 
may not be the temple, necessarily. The chapel, the stake house, 
and the temple are sacred as they contribute to the building of the 
most sacred institution in the Church—the home —and to the 
blessing of the most sacred relationships in the church, the family" 
(That All May Be Edified [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982], pp. 
234-35).
The scriptures offer many useful guidelines for making our 
individual homes into houses of the Lord where his Spirit can be 
sought and welcomed. Our homes can be houses of prayer, 
fasting, faith, learning, and order (see D&C 88:119).

Suggestions for Teachers
1. Ask the sisters to share some ways in which they have benefited 

from the sacrifices of others.
2. Display a lovely piece of handiwork, china, or art. Ask: How 

would you treat something valuable like this that someone else 
owned and allowed you to use? How would you treat something 
that belonged to the Lord himself? This is how we should treat 
the property of the Church.

3. Read Doctrine and Covenants 109:14-21. Ask: What are some 
things that the Lord says we should do in his house?

4. Discuss ways in which we can show reverence and respect for 
meetinghouses, other places where Saints meet, and Latter-day 
Saint homes.

5. Ask the sisters to suggest ways to teach children reverent 
behavior and respect for property.

6. Read Elder James E. Faust's statement. Discuss the guidelines 
found in Leviticus 19:30 and Doctrine and Covenants 88:119 
and 109:8-21 for ways to make our homes sacred places.
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