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For your study of 2 Nephi 17–18, you will need to 
know about the three small nations of Syria, Israel, 
and Judah, as well as the much larger Assyrian Empire, 
which sought to conquer these smaller nations. Review 
the following map and the accompanying chart.

Nation Syria Israel 
(Ephraim)

Judah

King Rezin Pekah Ahaz

Capital Damascus Samaria Jerusalem

Read 2 Nephi 17:1–2, and refer to the map. “Syria 
is confederate with Ephraim” means that these two 
countries formed an alliance or agreement. Try to 
determine who was attacking whom. Be aware that 
the phrase “house of David” in verse 2 refers to Ahaz 
and the people of Judah.

The kingdoms of Israel and Syria wanted to conquer 
the kingdom of Judah and force Judah to enter into 
an alliance with them against the powerful Assyrian 
Empire. Assyria was threatening to conquer an 
entire region of the world at that time. Israel and 
Syria believed that by conquering Judah, they could 
have more people and more resources to fight the 
approaching Assyrians (see 2 Nephi 17:5–6). King 
Ahaz contemplated making this alliance with Israel 
and Syria.

Consider what you would do if you were King 
Ahaz. On one side, Assyria is threatening to attack 
your people. On the other side, Syria and Israel are 
threatening to attack if you do not join an alliance 
with them to fight against Assyria. Isaiah lived in the 
kingdom of Judah, and the Lord sent him to Ahaz with 
a message. How do you think you would feel about a 
message from the prophet if you were King Ahaz?

 1. Read 2 Nephi 17:3–8, and underline the Lord’s 
message to Ahaz and his people, as given through the 

prophet Isaiah. (The term “smoking firebrands” in verse 4 refers 
to a torch whose flame has burned out, symbolic of these two 
kingdoms being broken and conquered.) Imagine you heard 
Isaiah say this to Ahaz. Later, a friend asks you what Isaiah said. 
Write two or three sentences in your scripture study journal 
describing how you would answer your friend.

Isaiah tried to help the king and his people rely on the 
Lord for help, rather than trusting in unstable political 
alliances.

 2. Answer the following questions in your scripture 
study journal:

 a. Why is it important for us to turn to the Lord when we need 
help rather than relying only on other people to help us?
 b. What are some ways in which young people may be tempted 
to put their relationships with other people before their 
relationship with Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ?

The Lord said he would give Ahaz and the kingdom 
of Judah a sign that He would protect them and that 
they would not need to rely on worldly alliances. 
Read 2 Nephi 17:14 to determine the sign. Circle the 
word Immanuel in this verse. Next to this verse write 
“Matthew 1:22–23.” Read Matthew 1:22–23 to discover 
the meaning of the title Immanuel.
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