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Elder John Taylor made the following reply: “This 
[Reverend Heys’ argument that ‘God has decreed and 
declared that nothing shall be either added to . . . or taken 
from’ the Bible] certainly must be a new revelation, for 
such a decree or declaration is not to be found in the 
whole of the sacred writings! It is true, he quotes three 
passages—one from Deuteronomy [see Deuteronomy 
4:2], one from Proverbs [see Proverbs 30:5–6], and 
another from Revelation [see Revelation 22:18–19]; 
but not one of them contains the decree! That in 
Deuteronomy refers exclusively to the Book of the Law. 
If they declared the revelation of God to be complete, 
the other scriptures could never have been written. That 
in Proverbs refers to the portion of the sacred writings 
then in existence. If it declared the Holy Scriptures 
were complete, there would not have been afterwards 
a continued written revelation. That in the Revelation 
refers to the Apocalypse alone, it being, when written, a 
separate book, unconnected with the other books of the 
New Testament which were not then collected; it could 
not, therefore, have reference to any other book or books 
of the Holy Scriptures. According to his own interpreta-
tion of the above scriptures, in quoting from Proverbs, 
he would reject the New Testament and all the prophets 
that prophesied after Solomon’s day; and in his quotation 
from Deuteronomy, he would reject all the Bible but the 
five books of Moses. But let Mr. [Heys] take care that he 
himself is not incurring the curse by altering the meaning 
of the words of the very books to which the prohibition 
positively and particularly refers!” (quoted in Roberts, Life 
of John Taylor, 94–95).

Adversity and opposition can help in building the 
kingdom of God. The opposition Elder Taylor faced on 
the Isle of Man drew many people to the debates, and 
they found that his message contained answers to their 
questions. Elder Taylor and his missionary companion 
founded a thriving branch of the Church on the island 
before returning to England.
John Taylor had left England several years before, saying 
he felt strongly that he should go to America and preach 
the gospel. Ironically, he went to America and found the 
gospel; then he was called back to England to preach the 
gospel.

The Spirit of Gathering Moved upon the 
Saints [3.8]

“When the Apostles started on their missions, the 
Prophet Joseph had instructed them to say nothing, for 
the present, in relation to the gathering of the people. It 
was doubtless the unsettled state of the Church at that 
time which led him to give such counsel. The instructions 
were, of course, followed by the Apostles; but no sooner 
were the people baptized than they were seized with a 
desire to gather with the main body of the Church. ‘I find 
it difficult to keep anything from the Saints,’ writes Elder 
Taylor, ‘for the Spirit of God reveals it to them. . . . Some 
time ago Sister Mitchel dreamed that she, her husband 
and a number of others were on board a vessel, and 
that there were other vessels, loaded with Saints, going 
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While in the British Isles, Elder Taylor briefly visited Ireland. There he 
met Thomas Tait. While walking near Loch Brickland, Mr. Tait asked 
to be baptized and was the first person the missionaries baptized in 
Ireland.
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