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Chapter 2

The First Presidency Was Reorganized [2.24]

For over three years after the death of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, the Church was led by the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles. After much discussion and prayer, it was finally 
moved and approved that Brigham Young be sustained 
as President of the Church and that he nominate two 
counselors to serve with him in the First Presidency. 
On December 7, 1847, during general conference at 
Kanesville, Iowa, Brigham Young was readily sustained 
as the second President of the Church, with Heber C. 
Kimball and Willard Richards as his counselors.

He Began the Building of the Salt Lake 
Temple [2.25]

President Brigham Young had identified the site of the 
Salt Lake Temple in 1847, shortly after arriving in the 
valley. Under his direction, the cornerstones of the Salt 
Lake Temple were laid on April 6, 1853. That same day, 
during general conference, he said: “Five years ago last 
July I was here, and saw in the spirit the Temple not ten 
feet from where we have laid the Chief Corner Stone. 
I have not inquired what kind of a Temple we should 
build. Why? Because it was represented before me. I 
never looked upon that ground, but the vision of it was 
there. I see it as plainly as if it was in reality before me” 
(“Minutes of the General Conference,” Deseret News 
Weekly, Apr. 30, 1853, 46).
Construction on the temple was delayed during the time 
Johnston’s Army was approaching the Salt Lake Valley, 
and only limited construction could be performed during 
the many years the Church was experiencing substantial 
persecution for its practice of plural marriage. President 
Young insisted that only the best materials and crafts-
manship be used in the temple’s construction, and he 
sensed that he would not live long enough to dedicate it. 
Exactly 40 years from the day the cornerstones were laid, 
President Wilford Woodruff, the fourth President of the 
Church, had that responsibility.
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