
52

The prophecy referenced in Matthew 21:4–5 is found in 
Zechariah 9:9–10. Consider writing this cross-reference 
in the margin of your scriptures next to Matthew 
21:4–5. This prophecy was about the promised Messiah, 
or “the anointed Prophet, Priest, King, and Deliverer 
whose coming the Jews were eagerly expecting” (Guide 
to the Scriptures, “Messiah,” scriptures.lds.org). It may 
help you to know that in biblical times the donkey 
“was a symbol of Jewish royalty. . . . Riding on a donkey 
. . . showed that Jesus came as a peaceful and ‘lowly’ 
Savior, not as a conqueror upon a warhorse” (New 
Testament Student Manual [Church Educational System 
manual, 2014], 64).

Read Matthew 21:6–8, looking for what “a very great 
multitude” (verse 8) did to respectfully acknowledge 
Jesus as the Messiah as He rode into Jerusalem.

The Gospel of John specifies that the multitude used 
“branches of palm trees” (John 12:13). Palm branches 
were a Jewish symbol of peace and victory over 
enemies. Providing a carpeted path, like the one the 
multitude created using branches and clothing, was a 
gesture used to honor royalty or conquerors. By doing 
this the multitude acknowledged and welcomed Jesus 
as their Deliverer and King.

Look at the picture Christ’s Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem (Gospel Art Book [2009], no. 50; see also LDS.
org). Imagine that you are one of the people among 
the multitude. Read Matthew 21:9, and imagine 
shouting this along with them.

Notice that the people repeated the word hosanna, 
which means “save now” (Bible Dictionary, “Hosanna”). 
Consider writing this definition in the margin next to 
Matthew 21:9.

Part of the multitude’s 
cry fulfilled the messianic 
prophecy found in 
Psalm 118:25–26. 
Consider writing this 
cross-reference in the 
margin next to Matthew 
21:9 or marking it in 
Matthew 21:9, footnote b. 
The royal and messianic 
title “Son of David” 
(Matthew 21:9) was 
reserved for the heir to 
the throne of David. By 
saying this the people 
were declaring that Jesus 
was the Messiah chosen 
and sent by God to deliver and lead His people.

Imagine that you had lived in Jerusalem at this time. 
What thoughts or feelings might you have had as you 
witnessed the Savior’s triumphal entry?

Thousands of additional people were in Jerusalem 
at that time to celebrate the Passover. Read Matthew 
21:10–11, looking for the effect of the multitude’s 
behavior on others in Jerusalem.

What question did others ask because of the 
multitude’s behavior?

This account illustrates the following principle: As 
we publicly acknowledge and speak about Jesus 
Christ, we can help others develop a desire to 
know more about Him.

 2. In your scripture study journal, list some settings 
outside of church meetings where you can publicly 

acknowledge and speak about Jesus Christ. Then write 
appropriate ways in which you could publicly acknowledge and 
speak about Him that would help others want to know more 
about Him.

 3. Answer one or both of the following questions in 
your scripture study journal:

 a. When has someone’s efforts to publicly acknowledge and 
speak about Jesus Christ led you to want to know more 
about Him?

 b. When have you, or someone you know, helped someone 
want to know more about Jesus Christ because you 
publicly acknowledged or spoke about Him?

Look for and take opportunities to appropriately 
acknowledge and speak about Jesus Christ.

One of the most helpful ways 
to retain what you learn is to 
mark and annotate the scrip-
tures. You can do this by 
underlining, shading, or outlin-
ing key words or phrases. You 
can also write definitions, prin-
ciples, prophetic commentary, 
or personal insights and 
impressions in the margins.
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