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PART 1: THE EARLY YEARS

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

When Gordon Bitner Hinckley was born on June 23, 1910, Joseph F. Smith was
President of the Church and the Church had almost 400,000 members. The
Church had four operating temples—the Salt Lake Temple, the St. George Utah
Temple, the Logan Utah Temple, and the Manti Utah Temple.

Gordon B. Hinckley’s grandfather Ira Hinckley joined the Church in Nauvoo,
Illinois, as a teenager and traveled with the pioneers to Utah in 1850. He accepted
an assignment to build Cove Fort in Utah, and he served as the president of the
Millard Stake in central Utah. Gordon’s father, Bryant Hinckley, was a counselor in
the stake presidency of the Liberty Stake in Salt Lake City for about 18 years, and
then he served as stake president for another 11 years.

EVENTS, HIGHLIGHTS, AND TEACHINGS

Gordon B. Hinckley’s parents and grandparents set an example of faith.

Prepare a worksheet for every two students using the material below. Have each
pair of students use the student manual to find answers to the questions. Review
their answers as a class. (The answers are provided in parentheses.)

Use the information from sections “Highlights in the Life of Gordon B. Hinckley,”
“He Descended from a Pioneer Heritage,” “His Father Was Strong and Faithful,”
and “Gordon B. Hinckley Was Born” in the student manual (pp. 254–56) and find
answers to the following:

1. Fill in the following brief pedigree chart for Gordon B. Hinckley:

Gordon B. Hinckley

Father: (Bryant S. Hinckley)

Mother: (Ada Bitner)

Grandfather: (Ira Nathaniel Hinckley)

Grandmother: (Angeline Wilcox Noble)

Grandfather: (Breneman Barr Bitner)

Grandmother: (Sarah Ann Osguthorpe)
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