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Jacob 1–4

Jacob 4:1–15. “Why Not Speak of the Atonement 
of Christ?”
Draw the following illustration on the board:

Ask students to list examples of information that is 
“nice to know.” (Answers may include things like 
scores of sporting events, funny stories, or interesting 
but trivial facts.) Then ask them to list examples of 
information that is “important to know.” (Answers 
may include things like mathematical formulas, key 
historical facts, or influential current events.)

Point out that as we strive for exaltation in the celestial 
kingdom, some information is “essential to know.” 
Invite students to silently read Jacob 4:4–12. As they 
read, have them mark doctrines that are “essential to 
know.” After sufficient time, invite them to share some 
of the doctrines they have marked. Ask them why they 
feel those doctrines are essential.

•	 What	do	verses	8	and	10	teach	about	how	we	can	
learn	the	things	that	are	essential	for	us	to	know?

Types of Knowledge

nice	to	know

important	
to	know

essential
	to	know

If necessary, help students see how the information 
they have shared relates to the Atonement of Jesus 
Christ. Refer to the illustration on the board as you 
discuss the following questions:

•	 Why	do	you	think	knowledge	about	the	Atonement	
is	essential?

•	 What	might	be	some	consequences	of	failing	to	see	
that it is essential to know about the life and mission 
of	Jesus	Christ?

Jacob told of people who failed to place knowledge of 
Jesus Christ at the center of their lives. Read Jacob 4:14.

•	 What	do	you	think	it	means	to	look	“beyond	the	
mark”?	

To add further insight about this phrase, you may 
want to invite a student to read the statement by Elder 
Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
on page 121 in the student manual.

•	 In	what	ways	do	people	become	blind	when	they	
look	beyond	the	mark?

•	 According	to	Jacob,	what	was	the	“mark”	that	the	
Jews	failed	to	see?	(See	Jacob	4:15.)

Attach a picture of Jesus Christ next to the illustration 
on the board. Affirm that the Savior and His atoning 
sacrifice are at the heart of Heavenly Father’s great plan 
of happiness. Ask students to read Jacob 4:15–16 and 
look for the consequences of looking past Jesus Christ 
and the central doctrines of His gospel.

Complete the lesson by reading Jacob 4:12.

•	 What	are	some	ways	we	can	“speak	of	the	
atonement	of	Christ”?	What	do	you	think	it	means	
to	“attain	to	a	perfect	knowledge	of	[Christ]”?

•	 How	have	you	been	blessed	as	you	have	focused	
on	the	Savior	and	the	power	of	His	Atonement?

If you have not already done so, share your testimony 
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ.
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