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Chapter 17

Enos 1:22–23; Jarom 1:10–12; Words of Mormon 
1:15–18. Sometimes Leaders Must Warn with 
Sharpness to Motivate People to Repent
Show a few illustrations depicting warnings or 
cautions. (These may include traffic signs, poison 
warnings, and so on.)

•	 Why	do	we	have	these	warnings?

•	 What	might	be	the	consequences	of	not	heeding	
a	warning?

Ask students to read Enos 1:22–23. 

•	 What	do	you	think	it	means	to	be	“stiffnecked”?	If	
we see this attitude in ourselves, what can we do 
to	change?

Ask students to read Jarom 1:10–12.

•	 Why	do	you	think	some	leaders	and	teachers	are	
able to remain diligent and long-suffering, even 
when	people	reject	their	message?

Ask students to read Words of Mormon 1:15–18.

•	 What	does	it	mean	to	speak	the	words	of	God	with	
power	and	authority?	Why	is	it	sometimes	necessary	
to	speak	with	sharpness?	

•	 What	are	some	clear	warnings	our	leaders	have	
given	us?

•	 How	can	we	see	sharp	warnings	as	expressions	
of	love?

Encourage students to heed warnings that come from 
prophets, local priesthood leaders, and parents, who 
desire their well-being.

Omni 1:12–19. Faithful Saints Will Be Sustained 
and Led in Times of Trial and Adversity as They 
Hearken to Prophets
Before class, prepare the following exercise on the 
board or on a handout for each student:

1.	What	land	did	Mosiah	and	
his	people	find?	___

2.	What	did	Mosiah	have	
that	caused	the	people	
of	Zarahemla,	who	were	
descendants	of	Mulek,	to	
rejoice?	___

3.	Where	had	the	people	of	
Zarahemla	come	from?	___

4.	What	had	happened	to	the	
language	of	the	people	of	
Zarahemla?	___

5.	Who	became	king	of	both	
the	Nephites	and	the	people	
of	Zarahemla?	___

A.	CORRUPTED

B.	 JERUSALEM

C.	 MOSIAH

D.	 PLATES	OF	
BRASS

E.	 ZARAHEMLA	

Ask students to read Omni 1:12–19 silently. Invite them 
to complete the exercise on the board or on their 
handouts as they read, matching the questions with 
the corresponding letters. After sufficient time, briefly 
review the correct answers. (1–E, 2–D, 3–B, 4–A, 5–C.)

•	 How	were	the	faithful	Saints	who	followed	Mosiah	
into	the	wilderness	sustained	and	led	from	danger?

•	 How	did	the	arrival	of	Mosiah’s	people	save	the	
people	of	Zarahemla	from	spiritual	blindness?

•	 1	Nephi	4:13	contains	the	Lord’s	explanation	of	why	
Nephi needed to kill Laban and get the brass plates. 
How	does	this	verse	relate	to	Omni	1:14–17?	(Because	
the people of Zarahemla had not brought records 
with them, their language had become corrupted and 
they had lost their belief in God. They were a nation 
that was dwindling and perishing in unbelief. They 
rejoiced when they saw that the people of Mosiah 
had a record of the Jews on the brass plates.) 

Explain that being obedient to the prophet’s counsel 
does not guarantee freedom from all difficulties of life. 
However, by following the prophet, we can have the 
assurance that we are on the safest path and that we 
will be sustained through trials.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 21:4–6 with the class. 
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