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Ether 11–15

Chapter 52

Introduction
As Moroni abridged the final Jaredite records, he 
interrupted the historical narrative. He had included 
many accounts of the Jaredite people rejecting their 
prophets’ message of faith. He had seen the same 
wickedness among his own people, the Nephites, as 
he and his father had preached the gospel. Knowing 
that similar conditions would exist in our day, he 
included Ether’s teachings on faith as well as many 
teachings of his own. 

As students read and discuss Ether 11–15, they can 
learn how to apply the teachings of Ether and Moroni 
in their lives. You can help them see that faith in Christ 
helps them live steady lives of devotion to God. Your 
class should also understand that faith in Christ leads 
to miracles and revelations and helps us turn weakness 
into strength.

Some Doctrines and Principles 
•	 Faith	and	hope	anchor	our	souls	and	make	us	sure	

and steadfast (see Ether 12:1–4).

•	 Great	faith	precedes	miracles	(see	Ether	12:5–22).

•	 The	Lord	turns	our	weakness	to	strength	as	we	
humble ourselves and have faith in Him (see Ether 
12:23–41).

•	 The	New	Jerusalem	will	be	built	in	the	Americas	
(see Ether 13:2–12).

Suggestions for Teaching
Ether 11–12. Introduction to Lesson Themes
In advance, assign a student to prepare a presentation 
based on the introduction to chapter 52 in the student 
manual and the commentary for Ether 11 on page 375 
in the student manual. Ask the student to present this 
information at the beginning of class.

Bring a package of seeds to class. Ask students if they 
remember which Book of Mormon prophet used a 
seed as an object lesson to teach a spiritual principle. 
When students recall that Alma used a seed to teach 
about the word of God and faith (see chapter 30 in 
this manual), ask them to recall Alma’s definition of 
faith (see Alma 32:21  ). Invite students to look for 
counsel in Ether 12 that can help them increase in faith.

Ether 12:1–4. Faith and Hope Anchor Our Souls 
and Make Us Sure and Steadfast
Display a picture of an  
anchor (or draw an anchor 
on the board). Ask 
students to describe the 
purpose of an anchor. 
Instruct them to turn to 
Ether 12:4.

•	 What	does	this	verse	
identify as “an anchor to 
the	souls	of	men”?

•	 Why	do	we	need	an	anchor	to	our	souls?

Explain that verses 3–4 identify results of faith. Display 
the following diagram on the board, but leave the 
boxes to the right of the arrows empty. Ask students to 
complete the chart based on the principles they find in 
verses 3–4. Possible answers are shown below.

 Repentance

 Fulfillment	of	all	things	

Faith	leads	to  Hope

 Good	works

 Glorifying	God

Ask students how faith leads to each principle or action 
that is now listed to the right of the arrows. Briefly 
discuss each topic.

•	 How	does	faith	in	Christ	give	you	hope	and	anchor	
your	soul?

Ether 12:5–22. Great Faith Precedes Miracles
Invite a student to read Ether 12:6    .

Write on the board What is a trial of faith? Invite one 
or two students to share brief examples of trials of faith 
that they have experienced or that someone they know 
has experienced.
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