
D&C 103:20. Zion Was Not to Be Redeemed in
1834
President Joseph Fielding Smith explained the
implications of the phrase in time: “It appears from
this declaration that the redemption of Zion was not
to come immediately, but was to be postponed to
some future day. Moreover, that day would not come
until the members of the Church were willing to 
keep their covenants and walk unitedly, for until the
members of the Church learn to walk in full accord
and in obedience with all of the commandments, this
day cannot come. It may be necessary in order to
bring this to pass for the Lord to use drastic measures
and cleanse the Church from everything that offends.
This he has promised to do when he is ready to
redeem Zion. (See Matt. 13:41.)” (Church History and
Modern Revelation, 1:484.)

D&C 103:21–28, 30–35. The Call of Zion’s Camp
The Lord issued a call to the young and middle-aged
men of the Church to go to the land of Zion and
“avenge me of mine enemies” (D&C 103:25). This
passage sounds like a call to arms, for the Lord

added, “Let no man be afraid to lay down his life for
my sake” (v. 27). This expedition was later known as
Zion’s Camp.

Several men were called to go on a journey to
recruit men and obtain money for Zion’s Camp. 
They were commanded to try to enlist 500 men but
to recruit no fewer than 100 men. Zion’s Camp was
eventually made up of 207 men, 11 women, and
11 children.

President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “Parley P.
Pratt and Lyman Wight, the messengers from the
land of Zion, were commanded not to return until
they had obtained companies to go up unto the land
of their brethren. The companies were to be by tens,
or by twenties, or by fifties, or by hundreds, until
they had obtained the number of five hundred men.
If they could not obtain five hundred, they were to
seek diligently to get three hundred, and if they
could not obtain three hundred, then they were to
obtain one hundred. They were not, however, to go
up to the land of Zion until they had obtained at
least one hundred. The Prophet Joseph was to go up
with them and preside in their midst, for, ‘all victory 
and glory is brought to pass unto you through your
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The movements of the Saints during the Missouri difficulties (map adapted from Carter Eldredge Grant, I Saw Another Angel Fly [Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1959], p. 159)
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Father Adam dwelt in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman after he was 
driven from the Garden of Eden. It was here that he offered sacrifice, 
faithful to the Lord’s commandments. He also held a great council 
of his righteous posterity in this valley. (See D&C 107:53–56.)

Governor Lilburn W. Boggs issued the extermination order 
on 27 October 1838 from the state capital in Jefferson City.

Approximately 15,000 
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