
Historical Background
This revelation in the Doctrine and Covenants is the
first of four revelations that were all given to the
Prophet Joseph Smith on 8 July 1838 at Far West,
Missouri. Their order in the Doctrine and Covenants
is somewhat different, however, from the order given
in Joseph Smith’s history.

“The Lord had commanded the Saints to gather
and build up Far West speedily (See Sec. 115:17). A
company of 515 souls, known as the Kirtland Camp,
left Kirtland on the 6th of July, 1838, for Zion. On the
14th of September, it appears only 260 members were
left, the others having been scattered ‘to the four
winds.’ The camp arrived in Adam-ondi-Ahman
on the 4th of October. Neither Marks, Whitney, nor
Granger were members of this company. [Granger
was already in Far West. He carried this revelation to
Marks and Whitney in Kirtland and was instructed to
return speedily to the land of Zion.] Joseph Smith at
Far West had no means of knowing, at that time, who
had, or who had not, left for Zion; but the Lord knew.
Hence this Revelation in which He . . . calls William
Marks and Newel K. Whitney to come to Zion and
instructs the Saints concerning the property in
Kirtland.” (Smith and Sjodahl, Commentary, p. 744.)

Church centers were located at Adam-ondi-Ahman and Far West,
Missouri.
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come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall
sit, as spoken of by Daniel the Prophet.” (History of
the Church, 3:34–35.)

On another occasion the Prophet wrote: “Adam-
ondi-Ahman is located immediately on the north side
of Grand River, in Daviess county, Missouri, about
twenty-five miles north of Far West. It is situated on
an elevated spot of ground, which renders the place
as healthful as any part of the United States, and
overlooking the river and the country round about, 
it is certainly a beautiful location.” (History of the
Church, 3:39.)

Notes and Commentary
D&C 116:1. What Is the Purpose of the Council
at Which Adam Will Preside?
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said that the council at
Adam-ondi-Ahman, as prophesied in Daniel 7:9–14,
will be “of the greatest importance to this world. At
that time there will be a transfer of authority from
the usurper and impostor, Lucifer, to the rightful
King, Jesus Christ. Judgment will be set and all who
have held keys will make their reports and deliver
their stewardships, as they shall be required. Adam

will direct this judgment, and then he will make his
report, as the one holding the keys for this earth, to
his Superior Officer, Jesus Christ. Our Lord will
then assume the reins of government; directions
will be given to the Priesthood; and He, whose
right it is to rule, will be installed officially by the
voice of the Priesthood there assembled. This grand
council of Priesthood will be composed, not only of
those who are faithful who now dwell on this earth,
but also of the prophets and apostles of old, who
have had directing authority. Others may also be
there, but if so they will be there by appointment,
for this is to be an official council called to attend 
to the most momentous matters concerning the
destiny of this earth.

“When this gathering is held, the world will not
know of it; the members of the Church at large will
not know of it, yet it shall be preparatory to the
coming in the clouds of glory of our Savior Jesus
Christ as the Prophet Joseph Smith has said. The
world cannot know of it. The Saints cannot know of
it—except those who officially shall be called into this
council—for it shall precede the coming of Jesus
Christ as a thief in the night, unbeknown to all the
world.” (Way to Perfection, pp. 290–91.)
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