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The stake president is the local presiding officer 
of the Melchizedek Priesthood and directs the work
of the Lord in all the spiritual needs of the stake.

The purpose for the organization of the quorums
of the Church is at least two-fold. One purpose is to
organize the body of the priesthood into effective
work forces to accomplish the work of building the
kingdom throughout the earth. The second purpose
is to form a brotherhood strong enough to secure 
the spiritual freedom of each member of the quorum.
If this spirit of brotherhood is properly cultivated 
and wisely and persistently applied, “no other
organization will become more attractive to the man
who holds the Priesthood” (Widtsoe, Priesthood and
Church Government, p. 135).

Elder Rudger Clawson said: “Those ordained to
the priesthood, both Aaronic and Melchizedek, are
organized into quorums in order that both old and
young may be taught and become familiar with the
order of the priesthood which they hold, its keys 
and authorities: the field of endeavors occupied by each
quorum, and its limitations. The method of conducting
quorum meetings should always have this purpose in
mind.” (Church News, 8 July 1961, p. 11.)

President Marion G. Romney added: “The
Priesthood quorums must look after their needy
brethren as a continuing problem, until not only their
temporal needs are met but their spiritual ones also”
(in Conference Report, Oct. 1977, p. 116; or Ensign,
Nov. 1977, p. 80).

President David O. McKay also taught how
quorums should function to help others: “It is the
duty of leaders in Priesthood quorums to watch over
their members, to teach them their duty. They can do
that independently of the Ward bishopric. They do 
it because it is their responsibility; it is their duty to
have their members fit to be called into ward activity,
stake activity [and] missionary activity.” (In
Conference Report, Apr. 1960, p. 22.)

(M-7) The Offices of the Priesthood
The office of an elder is an appendage to the higher
priesthood (see D&C 84:29). An elders quorum is
organized on a ward level with ninety-six members.
When a man is ordained to that office, he first has
conferred upon him the Melchizedek Priesthood, 
and then he is ordained to the office of elder in that
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