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Teachings of the Living Prophets Teacher Manual

“The Lord Reveals His Will to Living Prophets Now as He Did in the Past.”

Read Amos 3:7 as a class and ask:

•	How	does	Amos	3:7	reinforce	what	President	Brown	taught?

Write the following references on the board: 1 Nephi 2:1–3; Exodus 3 chapter summary. 
Invite students to read one of the references and identify what the Lord asked the 
people to do and who received the revelation. Briefly discuss their findings.

Invite a student to read the quotation from President John Taylor in the institute student 
manual under the heading “The Word of the Lord to the Living Prophet Is Timely and 
of Utmost Importance to Us Now” (page 19). Then discuss the reasons President Taylor 
gave for the need of living prophets.

To emphasize that the Lord reveals to living prophets the counsel and instruction we 
need in our day, write the word pornography on the board. Share with students that 
the first time the word pornography was used in general conference was in October 
1959. Over the next 10 years, from 1959 to 1969, it was mentioned 8 times in confer-
ence. However, for the 10-year period from 1999 to 2009 it was mentioned or discussed 
81 times in general conference. Ask students the following questions:

•	Why	do	you	think	there	has	been	such	a	dramatic	change	in	the	number	of	refer-
ences	to	pornography	by	the	Brethren?	(Be	cautious	not	to	allow	this	to	turn	into	a	
detailed discussion on pornography; it is simply one example of the need for living 
prophets based on changing circumstances.)

•	What	other	examples	are	there	of	important	truths	or	counsel	received	in	our	day	
through living prophets that may not have been emphasized so much by prophets 
of	the	past?	(Write	students’	answers	on	the	board	for	reference	later	in	the	lesson.	
Answers might include family home evening or warnings against drug abuse, abortion, 
and homosexuality.)

Share the following quotation by President Henry B. Eyring of the First Presidency:

Revelation and inspiration have come to [President Thomas S. 
Monson] in my presence. . . . I am an eyewitness. (In Conference 
Report, Apr. 2008, 23; or  Ensign, May 2008, 24)

Ask:

•	Why	is	it	important	to	know	that	the	Lord	continues	to	reveal	His	mind	and	will	
through	living	prophets?

Testify of the need for living prophets in the world today and that the Lord continues to 
reveal His mind and will through His chosen prophets.

The Lord’s Church Is Built on the Foundation of Prophets and Apostles
Draw the accompanying diagram on the board and ask students the following question:

•	Knowing	the	value	of	a	solid	foundation,	what	difference	does	the	type	of	building	
material	make	in	a	foundation?
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