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pursue them, and in order to make their burdens as
light as possible, they threw away everything they had
with them, and their track was strewed with everything
good and desirable. The next morning the people of
Samaria went out and brought the spoils into the market,
and it was overstocked with provisions, and the word
of the Lord through the Prophet was fulfilled.

“Now, you see, the Lord knew they had eaten mules’
heads long enough, and that they had need of something
more palatable; he had had the matter under advisement,
no doubt, when the crusade was inaugurated against
the people of Samaria, and he, in all probability, inspired
them to take abundant supplies, that they might feel
all the more confident on account of their great numbers
being so well provided for. They no doubt calculated
that they had the sure thing, little thinking that God
was making them pack animals to take to his people
what they needed. Their Father in heaven knew that
they had need of them, and he sent them, and the
people of Samaria brought them into market, and
behold and lo the multitude rushed together just as
hungry people will, and this nobleman came out also,
and he was trodden down under foot and stamped 
to death—he saw it but he never tasted it. That is the
reward of those who disbelieve the Prophets of God; it
was so then, and if the same thing does not occur in
every instance something of a similar character is sure
to take place. There was no living faith in that man, he
could not believe the testimony of the Prophets, and in
this he was like some of our—what shall I say, great
men, whose faith is weak and sickly, and they think
they know it all, and can chalk out right and left that
which would be best for building up the kingdom of
God.” (In Journal of Discourses, 17:6–7.)

In a similar prophecy, Heber C. Kimball prophesied
that the Saints in the Salt Lake Valley would be able to
purchase goods more cheaply than they could back

East. The prophecy was fulfilled when thousands
came through the valley during the California gold
rush. (See B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the
Church, 3:349–53.)

(6-27) 2 Kings 8:7–15. Prophecy to Hazael and 
Ben-hadad

It is probable that more than one king of Syria bore
the name Ben-hadad. The name means “son of Hadad”
(J. D. Douglas, ed., The New Bible Dictionary, s.v.
“Ben-hadad”).

The Syrian leaders were well acquainted with the
prophet Elisha, for they knew of Naaman’s miraculous
healing. They also remembered Elisha’s leading a
contingent of the Syrian army into captivity single-
handedly and then releasing them (see 2 Kings 6:18–23).
Ben-hadad’s reaction, when he heard that Elisha was
in Damascus, was one of jubilation. Perhaps the prophet
of God would tell him whether he would recover from
his disease.

Verse 9 indicates that the gifts Ben-hadad sent with
Hazael to Elisha were not just a token gesture. It took
forty camels to carry them. Elisha informed Hazael
(see v. 10) that the disease the king was suffering from
was not fatal, but he would die by other means. Elisha
knew the heart of Hazael and the evil he would cause,
for the wicked cannot look unashamedly into the
piercing eye of the righteous (see v. 11). Upon his return
Hazael smothered Ben-hadad and became the king. 
He ruled Syria for forty-two harsh and brutal years in
which he did Israel much harm, fulfilling Elisha’s
prophecy.

(6-28) 2 Kings 8:16–23. Jehoram, King of Judah

Jehoram, king of Judah, married Athaliah, who was
the daughter of Ahab, king of Israel, and Jezebel. She,
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