
not do any work therein, but he went so far as to
promise that the city of Jerusalem would remain or be
inhabited forever: . . . 

“This teaching of Jeremiah’s . . . gives a strong
indication of how important the Lord considers Sabbath
observance to be. (Cf. D.&C. 59:9–24) Not only does
one have a good opportunity on the Sabbath to meditate
on God and His goodness, but also to worship Him
and rest both mentally and physically. Moreover, the
Sabbath gives men the opportunity of building up 
love in their own households and of kindling a good
spirit in their neighbors. Probably Jeremiah thought
that if his people would observe the spirit of the
Sabbath they could eventually be turned from their
wicked course and be worthy of the promises the Lord
made.” (Sperry, Voice of Israel’s Prophets, pp. 172–73.)

(23-39) Jeremiah 18:1–10. How Was Judah Clay in the
Hands of the Potter?

“Elder Heber C. Kimball preached at the house 
of President Joseph Smith, on the parable in the 18th
chapter of Jeremiah, of the clay in the hands of the potter,
that when it marred in the hands of the potter it was
cut off the wheel and then thrown back again into the
mill, to go in to the next batch, and was a vessel of
dishonor; but all clay that formed well in the hands of
the potter, and was pliable, was a vessel of honor; and
thus it was with the human family, and ever will be:
all that are pliable in the hands of God and are obedient
to His commands, are vessels of honor, and God will
receive them.

“President Joseph arose and said—‘Brother Kimball
has given you a true explanation of the parable.’”
(History of the Church, 4:478.)

(23-40) Jeremiah 18:17–23. “Smite Him”

Because of Jeremiah’s boldness, the people entered
into a league to punish the prophet. The phrase “let us
smite him with the tongue” (v. 18) is better translated
“smite him on the tongue.” “Lying and false testimony
are punished in the eastern countries . . . by smiting
the person on the mouth with a strong piece of leather
like the sole of a shoe.” (Clarke, Commentary, 4:303.)

(23-41) Jeremiah 19:1–15. Judah Will Be Broken and
Scattered

Jeremiah’s discourse in 19:1–15 was delivered during
the reign of Jehoiakim. By the breaking of a potter’s
bottle or jar, Jeremiah represented the sacking and
captivity of Judah. Once broken, the bottle “cannot be
made whole again.” Although the Jews did return
from Babylonian captivity at the end of 70 years,
nearly 1,900 years have elapsed since Jerusalem was
destroyed and its inhabitants scattered by the Romans,
and Israel is only now finally being gathered back into
the covenant.

The grim prediction of cannibalism (see v. 9) 
was fulfilled during the siege of Jerusalem under
Nebuchadnezzar (see Lamentations 4:4–10).

Judah was broken off as a nation and taken to Babylon.

POINTS TO PONDER
(23-42) The Everlasting Warnings to the Wicked

In his last address before his departure, Moses set
before the children of Israel both a blessing and a curse:
“If thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his
commandments . . . the Lord thy God will set thee on
high above all nations of the earth. . . . But . . . if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments . . . the Lord shall
send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke.”
(Deuteronomy 28;1, 15, 20.)

The Lord’s word through Jeremiah is the same 
as that given through other prophets to God’s people
throughout history. It holds the promise of doom or
destiny, punishment or prosperity, all dependent upon
faithfulness to those laws irrevocably decreed by God
(see D&C 130:19–20).

Read and consider the following references: Doctrine
and Covenants 63:58; 64:34–43; 101:7–16; 103:7–18.

Then read the words of a modern prophet to his
own people:

“The growing permissiveness in modern society
gravely concerns us. Certainly our Heavenly Father 
is distressed with the increasing inroads among his
children of such insidious sins as adultery and
fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, abortions,
pornography, population control, alcoholism, cruelty
expressed in wife-beating and child-abuse, dishonesty,
vandalism, violence, and crime generally, including
the sin of living together without marriage.

“We call upon our Church members everywhere to
renew their efforts to strengthen the home and to honor
their parents, and to build better communications
between parent and child.
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