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2 Nephi 17–24

Chapter 11

Introduction
Understanding the writings of Isaiah quoted by 
Nephi requires diligent study and effort on your part. 
Use the commentary and your understanding of the 
gospel to apply the prophecies and visions of Isaiah 
concerning the last days preceding the Second Coming. 
Look for how the birth of Jesus Christ, His life and 
mission, and the destructions and judgments that will 
befall the wicked in the last days prepare the world 
for His coming. Pay close attention to those writings 
that describe the circumstances of the Restoration. In 
addition, identify the behaviors of the evil world as 
foreseen by Isaiah. Recognizing and identifying the 
prophesied iniquity of the last days will help you make 
righteous choices and avoid the great judgments that 
will befall the wicked.

Commentary
2 Nephi 17–24. Overview and Background
•	 Many	people	have	difficulty	understanding	Isaiah’s	
writings because of the dual nature of his prophecies. 
On	one	hand,	these	prophecies	relate	directly	to	Isaiah’s	
calling as a prophet and the circumstances surrounding 
his time and setting. On the other hand, he used those 
same events to describe events in the meridian of time 
as well as in the last days. It is helpful to be aware of 
the historical, geographical, and political context in 
which Isaiah prophesied (see 2 Nephi 25:5–6).

When Isaiah prophesied, there were two kingdoms 
of Israelites—the southern kingdom of Judah and the 
northern kingdom of Israel (also called Ephraim). A 
third country, Syria, was sometimes an enemy and 
sometimes an ally with either or both Israel and Judah 
(see Bible Dictionary, “Chronology: Kings of Judah and 
Israel,” 637–39). These countries were referred to by 
the following terms:

Country Capital 
city

Territory 
or Tribe

Leader

Judah Jerusalem Judah Ahaz, of the 
house of David

Syria Damascus Aram Rezin

Israel Samaria Ephraim Pekah, son 
of Remaliah
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