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Jacob 5–7

Jacob 5:3. “I Will Liken Thee, O House of Israel, 
Like unto a Tame Olive-Tree”
•	 Cultivating	and	growing	olive	trees	was	common	
to those who lived in ancient Israel. Elder Jeffrey R. 
Holland	explained	why	Zenos’s	use	of	the	olive	tree	
was	a	powerful	symbol	of	God’s	love	for	the	house	
of Israel:

“One writer has said of this extended symbolic 
portrayal,	‘One	Jewish	legend	identifies	the	tree	of	life	
as the olive tree, and with good reason. The olive tree 
is an evergreen, not a deciduous tree. Its leaves do not 
seasonally fade nor fall. Through scorching heat and 
winter cold they are continually rejuvenated. Without 
cultivation the olive is a wild, unruly, easily corrupted 
tree. Only after long, patient cultivating, usually eight 
to ten years, does it begin to yield fruit. Long after that, 
new shoots often come forth from apparently dead 
roots. [The appearance of gnarled trunks gives] the 
impression	of	travail—of	ancient	life	and	renewing	life.’	
[Truman	Madsen,	“The	Olive	Press:	A	Symbol	of	Christ,”	
in The Allegory of the Olive Tree, ed. Stephen D. Ricks 
and John W. Welch (1994), 2.]

“As Lehi himself taught, no symbol could serve more 
powerfully	and	profoundly	of	God’s	expansive,	
constant, redeeming love—including especially the 
love represented in the gift of his Only Begotten 
Son—than does the olive tree” (Christ and the New 
Covenant, 163–64).
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Jacob 5:3–77. Symbolic Elements in the Allegory 
of Zenos
•	 An	allegory	or	a	parable	should	not	be	stretched	
too far in an attempt to correlate every item precisely 
with some symbolic meaning. Certain major elements, 
however,	need	to	be	defined	if	the	parable	is	to	be	
understood. An overriding principle throughout 
Zenos’s	allegory	is	the	Lord’s	loving	care	for	His	
people. Additionally, the following items will help you 
understand	the	allegory’s	meaning	(see	also	“Brief	
History of the Scattering of Israel” in the appendix on 
p. 415 and “The Gathering of Israel” in the appendix 
on p. 416).

Symbol meaning

The vineyard The world

Tame olive tree The house of Israel, the Lord’s 
covenant people

Wild olive tree Gentiles, or non-Israel (later 
in the parable, wild branches 
represent apostate Israel)

Branches Groups of people

The roots of the tame 
olive tree

The gospel covenants and 
promises the Lord makes with 
His children, a constant source of 
strength and life to the faithful

Fruit of the tree The lives or works of men

Digging, pruning, 
fertilizing

The Lord’s work with His children, 
which seeks to persuade them 
to be obedient and produce 
good fruit

Transplanting the 
branches

Scattering of groups throughout 
the world, or restoring them to 
their original position

Grafting The process of spiritual rebirth 
through which one is joined to 
the covenant

Decaying branches Wickedness and apostasy

Casting the branches 
into the fire

The judgment of God
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