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Alma 36 –39

Chapter 31

Introduction
Alma 36–39 contains Alma’s final counsel to his three 
sons: Helaman, Shiblon, and Corianton. The counsel 
given to faithful Helaman and Shiblon differed greatly 
from the counsel given to wayward Corianton. To a 
certain extent we determine what kind of counsel we 
might receive in our lives by how faithful we are to the 
counsel we have already been given (see Alma 12:9–11).

Alma’s conversion story provides one of the clearest 
examples of how we can know when we have been 
forgiven of our sins. Through Alma’s counsel to 
Shiblon, we learn the power and value of steadfastness 
in our lives. Finally, the poignant counsel given to 
Corianton teaches how serious and destructive sexual 
transgression is.

Commentary
Alma 36. Chiasmus
•	 Chiasmus, sometimes called an inverted parallelism, 
is a Hebrew literary form where words or ideas are 
arranged in a certain order and then repeated in 
reverse order. This repetition emphasizes important 
ideas and words. In addition, the writer’s main idea is 
often located at the center of the chiasmus.

Alma used chiasmus to tell the story of his conversion 
to his son Helaman. The presence of Semitic literary 
forms such as chiasmus in the Book of Mormon is an 
external witness that the book is what the Prophet 
Joseph Smith taught that it is: a translation of an 
ancient text written in a Middle Eastern language.

The following chart will help you recognize the 
chiasmus in Alma 36. For convenience, positions 
are designated in the chart from left to right, starting 
with the letter A and ending with the letter P. Thus, 
the thought expressed in the beginning verse of 
the chiasmus, Alma 36:1 (labeled position A), is 
repeated in the last verse of the chiasmus, Alma 
36:30 (also in position A). The thought in Alma 36:2 
(labeled position D) is repeated in verse 29 (also in 
position D), and so forth.

A. Give ear to my words (v. 1)
 B.  Keep the commandments of God, and ye shall prosper in the land 

(v. 1)
  C. Do as I have done (v. 2)
   D.  Remember the captivity of our fathers, for they were in 

bondage (v. 2)
    E. He surely did deliver them (v. 2)
     F. Trust in God (v. 3)
      G.  Supported in their trials, and their troubles, and their 

afflictions (v. 3)
       H. Lifted up at the last day (v. 3)
        I.  I would not that ye think that I know of myself— 

but of God (v. 4)
         J. Born of God (v. 5)
          K.  I went about seeking to destroy the church 

of God (v. 6)
           L. Neither had I the use of my limbs (v. 10)
            M.  I thought that I might not be brought 

to the presence of my God (v. 15)
             N.  The pains of a damned soul 

(v. 16)
              O.  Harrowed up by the memory of 

my many sins (v. 17)
               P.  I remembered one Jesus 

Christ, a Son of God (v. 17)
               P.  I cried within my heart: 

O Jesus, thou Son of God 
(v. 18)

              O.  Harrowed up by the memory of 
my sins no more (v. 19)

             N.  Joy as exceeding as was my pain 
(v. 20)

            M.  My soul did long to be there (in the 
presence of God) (v. 22)

           L.  My limbs received strength again 
(v. 23)

          K.  I labored to bring souls to repentance 
(v. 24)

         J. Born of God (v. 26)
        I. My knowledge is of God (v. 26)
       H.  Supported under trials, troubles, and afflictions 

(v. 27)
      G. Trust in him (v. 27)
     F. He will deliver me and raise me up (vv. 27–28)
    E. He has delivered them out of bondage and captivity (v. 28)
   D. Retain a remembrance of their captivity (v. 29)
  C. Know as I do know (v. 30)
 B. Keep the commandments of God, and ye shall prosper (v. 30)
A. This according to his word (v. 30)

32506_000_05_Ch31-40.indd   232 7/31/09   12:37:04 PM


