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Understanding the Scriptures

Luke 16

Luke 16:1–15—Why Did the Lord Use the Unjust
Steward as an Example in This Parable?
Jesus was not saying that we should be dishonest like the
steward. Instead He taught that even a man whose life is
centered around money knows enough to plan for the future.
How much more should those who understand the things of
God plan for the future—the next life. Those covetous Pharisees
were pretending to be followers of God but paid more attention
to obtaining what the world offered.

Luke 16:14–23—“The Pharisees . . . Derided Him”
The Prophet Joseph Smith made several inspired changes to 
this text, as found in JST, Luke 16:16–23. These changes enhance
our understanding of (1) the blatant wickedness of the Pharisees,
(2) the direct manner in which the Savior rebuked them, and
(3) the specific sins the Pharisees were guilty of, which in turn
led to the teachings and parable directed to them in Luke
16:18–31.

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A as you study Luke 16.

Rewrite a Parable in Your Own Words

Choose either the parable of the unjust steward (see Luke
16:1–14) or the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (see Luke
16:19–31) and do the following:

1. Read the first verse of the parable.

2. Rewrite that verse in your own words.

3. Continue this pattern for each verse of the parable.

Luke 17
When Will the Kingdom 

of God Come?

Jesus taught His disciples about the Second Coming. He did
not tell them the exact date of His coming. Instead He spoke
to them about preparing for that day, which will take many
people by surprise. The teachings found in Luke 17, which
include faith, obedience, service, gratitude, and avoiding
wickedness, are important for those who are striving to be
ready for the coming of Christ. As you read this chapter,
consider how each of these teachings might prepare and
protect you in the last days.

Understanding the Scriptures

Luke 17

Luke 17:11–19—Only One of the Ten Healed Lepers
Showed Gratitude to Jesus
President Spencer W. Kimball wrote: “Ingratitude is a distressing
sin which kindles the Lord’s anger. (See D&C 59:21.) . . . When
the Savior healed the ten lepers and only one thanked him, he
pointed out the nine ingrates as a lesson to all when he said,
‘Were there not ten cleansed?’ (Luke 17:17.) Adults as well as
youth are often guilty, being disobedient and unthankful to 
their Heavenly Father who gives them all. Many fail to show
their gratitude through service, through family prayers, through
the payment of their tithes, and in numerous other ways God
has a right to expect” (The Miracle of Forgiveness, 58–59).

Offences (v. 1)—Actions that
cause people to stumble or sin

Millstone (v. 2)—Large round
stone used to grind grain

Sup (v. 8)—Eat

Gird (v. 8)—Prepare (refers to
tying up one’s long robes
around the waist to get ready
to work)

Noe (vv. 26, 27)—Noah

Thither (v. 37)—There
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Gulf Is Bridged

Jesus Christ bridged the gulf 
between paradise and spirit prison.

Steward (vv. 1–3)—Servant

Stewardship (vv. 2–4)—
Responsibility

Mammon (vv. 9, 11, 13)—
Worldly wealth and riches

Abomination (v. 15)—
Wickedness

Fared sumptuously (v. 19)—
Lived in luxury

Abraham’s bosom (v. 22)—
The spirit world, more
specifically paradise

Hell (v. 23)—Spirit prison
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