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The serpent Moses put on a pole was a symbol for the Savior. Just as
looking upon the serpent saved the Israelites from physical death, looking 
to Christ can save us from physical and spiritual death.

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A and one other activity (B–D) as you study John 3.

Scripture Mastery—John 3:5

1. According to John 3:2, how did Nicodemus know that Jesus
was “from God”?

2. What did Jesus say was a more sure way of “seeing”? 
(see v. 3).

3. What did Nicodemus say that indicates he was not thinking
spiritually when he began speaking with Jesus?

4. Find at least two scriptures that explain the two kinds of
baptism Jesus said we must receive (use the helps available 
in the LDS editions of the scriptures to find them).

5. Why do you think Nicodemus went to Jesus “by night”
(v. 2)?

6. Read John 19:38–40. Do you think Nicodemus believed what
Jesus taught him? Explain your answer.

For God So Loved the World

1. According to John 3:16–17, what is one way we know how
much God loves us?

2. What do those verses teach us about what Heavenly Father
and Jesus want to do for all people?

3. Explain how you think people would perish if Jesus had 
not come into the world.

Light versus Dark

1. In your own words, write at least two statements of truth 
that explain principles Jesus taught in John 3:19–21.

2. Give an example from your life, or from things you have
seen, of how each of the statements are true. (You do not
have to use people’s names in your examples.)

Lessons from a Great Prophet

From John 3:25–33, list the lessons you think leaders, teachers,
and missionaries could learn from what John the Baptist said
and did. Include the verses where you found each idea.

John 4
The Woman at the Well

Jesus and His disciples had been in Jerusalem for the Feast 
of the Passover. When it was time to return to Galilee they
went through a part of the country called Samaria 
(see accompanying map). The Samaritans and the Jews were
not friendly toward one another. The Jews considered the
Samaritans “unclean” (see Bible Dictionary, “Samaritans,”
p. 768). Sometimes a Jew would even travel a day or two out
of his way to avoid Samaria. As you read John 4, consider
what Jesus taught about those traditions, both by what 
He said and by what He did. Be sure to note the important
Joseph Smith Translation changes for this chapter.

“He must increase,
but I must decrease.”
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