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3. How does the reaction 
of the people in Antioch
compare with the way
people respond to the
missionaries today?

Tribulation and the Kingdom of God

Paul said that we enter the kingdom of God only through much
tribulation (see Acts 14:22). Compare what happened to Paul in
Acts 14:6–18 to what happened in verses 19–21. How was each
experience an example of what Paul said in verse 22?

Take a Trip with Paul

In your notebook, draw a map like the one shown below. Label
the places Paul went on his first mission and use arrows to show
his travels. See Bible map 13 if you need help.

Acts 15
The Jerusalem Conference

Are members of the Church ever confused about what is
correct Church doctrine? In Acts 15 we read about a
situation like that in the early Church. Many of the Jews who
had joined the Church felt that the law of Moses and the
ordinance of circumcision were still necessary. They even
expected the Gentiles who wanted to become Christians to
follow those Jewish customs. As you read this chapter, notice
how disputes over doctrine were settled in the Church. Are
you aware of any modern examples of this process of settling
doctrinal disputes?

Understanding the Scriptures

Acts 15

Acts 15:1–5—Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians
As you learned in the Gospels, the Pharisees were Jews who
strictly observed the law of Moses and the traditions of the
elders (see the introduction to Matthew 12 in this study guide,
p. 20). When some of those Pharisees were converted to the
gospel of Jesus Christ, they wanted to keep their traditions and
believed that everyone who joined the Church, including the
Gentiles, should do the same.

Paul understood that that was not right because the law of
Moses, including the requirement of circumcision, had been
fulfilled in Jesus Christ (see Luke 24:44; 3 Nephi 15:4–5). Neither
Jewish Christians nor gentile Christians were required to live by
the lesser law anymore. The disagreement between Paul and the
Jewish Christians caused dissension in the Church that could
only be settled by the Apostles in a Church conference.

At the conference, Peter explained that the Lord had revealed to
him that gentile believers were acceptable to God without the
regulations of the law of Moses (see Acts 10). The council
decided to require obedience to only a portion of the old law,
including that which kept the people from idolatry. Notice the
process by which the problem was solved:

• The leaders of the Church met in council to consider the
problem (see Acts 15:1–6).

• The prophet and President of the Church explained what the
Lord had revealed on the subject (see vv. 7–11).

• Other Church leaders spoke to sustain the counsel of the
President and confirm that the answer was from God 
(see vv. 12–20).

• The decision of the council was sent out to the rest of the
members (see vv. 22–31).

The two Official Declarations (following D&C 138) are modern
examples of this process in the Church.

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A or B as you study Acts 15.

Resolving Doctrinal Disputes

In Acts 15 is an example of how doctrinal disputes are resolved
in the Lord’s Church (see the “Understanding the Scriptures”
section for Acts 15:1–5). Review the following questions about
settling disputes and write the answers in your notebook:

1. What was the dispute about in Acts 15? To whom did the
people go to get an answer?

2. Who stood up first to answer the question? What was his
calling in the Church? (see Matthew 16:16–19). How did he
know that God accepted the Gentiles who believed and

Disputation (v. 2)—Argument

Residue (v. 17)—Part of,
remains

Abstain from pollutions of
idols (v. 20)—Refuse to
participate in idol worship

Tarried (v. 33)—Stayed

Contention (v. 39)—Arguing,
fighting with words
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