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articles that show that those problems exist in your community
or nation.

Scripture Mastery—2 Timothy 3:16–17

By now you have spent several months studying the scriptures
in seminary.

1. Read 2 Timothy 3:16–17 and list the seven ways Paul said we
can profit from inspired scripture.

2. Write your testimony and include how you have been blessed
by the scriptures.

Are You Fighting a Good Fight?

Think about what you have learned about Paul over the last
several weeks of study. After reading 2 Timothy 4:7–8, answer
the following questions:

1. Why is this declaration of Paul impressive to you?

2. What three things did he do in his life that tell you he meant
what he said?

3. What five things could you do in the coming year to show
that you are fighting a good fight?

Who Was Titus?
Titus is mentioned many times in the New Testament. He was
one of Paul’s Greek converts. He was trusted and faithful and
was called to serve with Paul on several missionary journeys.
After Paul established the Church on the island of Crete
(probably after his first imprisonment in Rome), he placed Titus
in charge of the Church there and departed. As bishop, Titus was
charged to set in order what was lacking there (see Titus 1:5).

What Is This Book About?
Paul placed Titus in charge of the Church members on the 
island of Crete. He described them by quoting the Greek poet
Epimenides: “The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow
bellies” (Titus 1:12). Paul knew, however, that Jesus Christ 
“gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity”
(Titus 2:14). Christ made it possible for everyone, even people
with a bad reputation like the Cretans, to be blessed by the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Paul wrote to help Titus with the challenges of organizing the
Church and helping the Cretan Saints live righteously. He
reminded Titus about the qualities of righteous leadership and
encouraged him to set a proper example as a Church leader.

Titus 1–3
“Sound in the Faith”

Many of the members in Crete were sinning and teaching
incorrect principles. To help them become sound in the faith,
Paul counseled Titus, their bishop, to “rebuke them sharply”
(Titus 1:13) and teach them sound doctrine (see Titus 2:1).
As you read this epistle to Titus, look for the doctrines Paul
told him to teach to the Saints. How does knowing these
truths make a difference in your life.

Understanding the Scriptures

Titus 1

Titus 2

Titus 3

Magistrates (v. 1)—Rulers,
leaders

Washing of regeneration
(v. 5)—Baptism by immersion

Heretick (v. 10)—Apostate,
follower of false doctrine

Sober, soberly (vv. 2, 4, 6, 12)—
Moderate, self-controlled

Grave (v. 2)—Serious,
honorable

Temperate (v. 2)—Controlled,
restrained

Zealous (v. 14)—Enthusiastic

Wanting (v. 5)—Lacking

No striker (v. 7)—Not a
contentious person

Circumcision (v. 10)—Jewish
Christians who still lived
according to certain parts of
the law of Moses

Subvert (v. 11)—Destroy,
corrupt

Rebuke (v. 13)—Correct,
admonish

Abominable (v. 16)—Very
wicked
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