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What Is the Message of 2 Peter?
Knowing he would soon die (see 2 Peter 1:14), and knowing there
were some people who were teaching falsehoods and contradicting
the truth (see 2 Peter 3:16), Peter wrote this letter in a simple and
direct manner. Peter knew the eternal significance of the gospel
and wanted the Saints to endure faithfully. This letter explains very
clearly how we can gain a knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie wrote that Peter’s words in 2 Peter
“rank in spiritual grandeur and insight with those in the Vision
of the degrees of glory and the sermons of the Lord himself”
(Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3:325).

An Easy Outline of 2 Peter
One purpose of the gospel is to help us overcome sin so that we
can partake of the divine nature of Jesus Christ. This purpose is
clearly taught in 2 Peter. Chapter one teaches how we can come
to a knowledge of the Lord and partake of His divine nature.
Chapter two contrasts a true knowledge of Christ with the false
teachings being spread by apostates. And chapter three calls
attention to the hope a true knowledge of the Lord brings—the
promise of His glorious return to the earth.

2 Peter 1–3
Partake of the Divine Nature

Progressing toward godhood
can be compared to climbing a
ladder (for example, see
Genesis 28:12–17). With the
Lord’s help, we must change
and grow to be “partakers of
the divine nature” (2 Peter
1:4). Some people, however,
choose to follow a different
course in life, one that will not
lead to the celestial kingdom.
Elder Russell M. Nelson, a
member of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, described
such people as having
“climbed their ladder of
learning, only to find it
leaning against the wrong
wall” (in Conference Report,
Oct. 1984, 37; or Ensign,
Nov. 1984, 30). As you read
2 Peter, look for the steps the
Lord asked us to follow and
how we can protect ourselves
from false teachers who would
lead us down a wrong path.

Understanding the Scriptures

2 Peter 1

2 Peter 1:10—“Make Your Calling and Election Sure”
Elder Bruce R. McConkie taught that “to have one’s calling and
election made sure is to be sealed up unto eternal life; it is to
have the unconditional guarantee of exaltation in the highest
heaven of the celestial world; it is to receive the assurance of
godhood” (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3:330). It is also
referred to as “the more sure word of prophecy” (2 Peter 1:19).

2 Peter 2

2 Peter 2:21—It Is Better “Not to Have Known the Way
of Righteousness” Than to Turn from It
Those who sin after learning the truth have a greater
accountability than those who sin ignorantly (see also Doctrine
and Covenants 82:3).

2 Peter 3

2 Peter 3:3–9—Peter Spoke of Those Who Do Not
Believe in the Second Coming
Peter said that it is as easy to believe in the Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ as it is in the Creation. It is just as likely for the
world to be destroyed by fire as it was by flood. Although it
seems to us like it takes a long time for God’s purposes to be
fulfilled, it is only a short time to Him.

Scoffers (v. 3)—Those who
make fun of something

Hasting unto (v. 12)—To
earnestly desire something

Wrest (v. 16)—Twist or change
the meaning

Privily (v. 1)—Secretly

Damnable heresies (v. 1)—
False teachings that cannot
bring salvation but only
destruction

Pernicious (v. 2)—Destructive,
harmful

Feigned (v. 3)—Untrue, false

The angels that sinned (v. 4)—
Followers of Satan in premortal
life (see D&C 29:36–38)

Presumptuous (v. 10)—Bold
and prideful

Beguiling unstable souls
(v. 14)—Deceiving those who
are weak

Much wantonness (v. 18)—
Unbridled lust

Wallowing in the mire
(v. 22)—Rolling in the mud

Divine (vv. 3–4)—Godly

Pertain unto (v. 3)—Have to
do with

Unfruitful (v. 8)—Empty

Purged (v. 9)—Cleansed

In this tabernacle (v. 13)—
Alive, in this body

Cunningly devised fables
(v. 16)—Clever and false stories
designed to deceive people
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