
be related to Abraham 1:26–27 where we read that the descendants
of Ham were “cursed . . . as pertaining to the Priesthood” (v. 26).

The Prophet Joseph Smith added: “I referred to the curse of Ham
for laughing at Noah, while in his wine, but doing no harm. Noah
was a righteous man, and yet he drank wine and became
intoxicated; the Lord did not forsake him in consequence thereof,
for he retained all the power of his priesthood, and when he was
accused by Canaan, he cursed him by the priesthood which he
held, and the Lord had respect to his word, and the priesthood
which he held, notwithstanding he was drunk, and the curse
remains upon the posterity of Canaan until the present day”
(History of the Church, 4:445–46).

When we seek to obtain or use the blessings of the priesthood
dishonestly, we will be cursed, and we will lose opportunities,
blessings, and power. For example, people who obtain the
priesthood or priesthood ordinances by lying about their
worthiness will not receive the blessings of those ordinances but
will lose blessings. We cannot deceive the Lord.

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A as you study Genesis 9.

What Is Your “Rainbow”?

1.  The Lord gave Noah a sign, or
reminder, of the covenant He made.
The sign helped Noah remember
how merciful the Lord was to him.
Write about something that reminds
you how merciful the Lord is to you.

2.  How can the sacrament be to us
what the rainbow was to Noah?

Genesis 10

Noah’s Descendants

Genesis 10 names the descendants of Noah’s sons for several
generations: Japheth (see vv. 2–6), Ham (see vv. 6–20), and
Shem (see vv. 21–31). After this chapter, the Bible is mainly the
story of some of Shem’s descendants. The term Semite—usually
referring to the Jews—means “a descendant of Shem.”

Genesis 11

The Tower of Babel

Have you ever tried to communicate with someone who doesn’t
speak the same language as you? How much work would get
done if all the students at a school spoke different languages and
could not communicate? Genesis 11 tells us how and why we
have different languages on the earth.

Understanding the Scriptures

Genesis 11:1–9

Genesis 11:10–32—The Genealogy of Abraham

Studying the Scriptures
Do two of the following activities (A–C) as you study Genesis 11:1–9.

Read and Compare

1. Read Genesis 11:1–4 and explain what the people of Shinar
did in an attempt to reach heaven.

Noah

Shem

Terah
Seventh great-grandson of Noah

(see Genesis 11:10–26)

Abram (Abraham)
Married Sarai

(Sarah, daughter 
of Haran;

see Genesis 11:29; 
20:12)

Nahor
Married Milcah 

(daughter of Haran; 
see Genesis 11:29)

Haran

Milcah Lot
(see Genesis 11:27–29)

Iscah Sarai
(Sarah)

Throughly (v. 3)—Completely

Slime (v. 3)—Tar-like substance

Restrained (v. 6)—Kept

Confound (vv. 7, 9)—Confuse,
mix up

Left off (v. 8)—Quit
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