
Exodus 24

Seventy Elders See God

Moses’ explanation of God’s
laws to the children of Israel are
found in Exodus 20–23. For
them to progress any further,
they first needed to commit
themselves to live those laws.
Exodus 24 tells of the
commitment the Israelites made
that prepared them to receive the
higher laws associated with the 

temple. Consequently, the Lord again called Moses up to Sinai
for a fourth time to receive further information about
ordinances that would allow the people to enter His presence.

Understanding the Scriptures

Exodus 24

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A as you study Exodus 24.

How Important Are Covenants?

1. After Moses gave the people God’s laws, what did they
covenant to do? (see Exodus 24:3–8).

2. According to Exodus 24:9–11, what happened to seventy
elders in Israel because they made this covenant?

3. What has the Lord promised will occur as you make and
keep covenants with Him? (see Mosiah 18:8–10; D&C
20:77, 79). How do these promises relate to what happened to
Moses and the seventy elders?

Exodus 25–27; 30

The Tabernacle

Exodus 25–27, 30 contain the Lord’s instructions to Moses
about building the tabernacle. The tabernacle was a sacred place 

to the children of Israel, just as the temple is a sacred place to us
today. This tabernacle was designed to be portable because the
children of Israel moved often while in the wilderness. The
instructions for building the tabernacle are very detailed, helping
us understand that everything about a temple is important to
the Lord as He teaches and inspires His people. A temple’s
structure and furnishings teach us important principles that
help us want to feel closer to Him and keep His commandments.
The following tabernacle diagrams label each item or element in
the tabernacle. Also included are some suggestions of what these
elements help teach us about God and His plan for His children.

Information from Exodus 25–27, 30 about the tabernacle
replaces the usual sections entitled “Understanding the
Scriptures” and “Studying the Scriptures.” Each item below
includes a studying-the-scriptures type activity for you to
complete in your notebook that should help you better
understand how the tabernacle and its furnishings taught
principles of the gospel.

Only authorized people were allowed
to touch the ark of the covenant (see
Exodus 25:10–22), so there were poles
attached to it so it could be carried.
Inside the ark were the stone tables
containing the law written by the
Lord. Later, a pot of manna and
Aaron’s budding rod were also placed
inside it. The lid represents the

presence of God and is called the mercy seat. Once a year the priest
performed an ordinance at the mercy seat to make atonement for
the people (see the information for Leviticus 16 on p. 60). What did
the Lord say to Moses in Exodus 25:22 about the mercy seat?

Ark of the covenant

The presence 
of God

Angelic 
guardians

Prayer

Live by light of 
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Ark of the covenant 
(see Exodus 25:10–22)

Laver, or basin of water 
(see Exodus 30:17–21)

Main altar, or altar of sacrifice 
(see Exodus 27:1–8)

Outer courtyard

Celestial

Terrestrial

Telestial

Altar of incense 
(see Exodus 30:1–10)

Table of shewbread 
(see Exodus 25:23–30)

Sacred candlestick or lampstand 
(menorah; see Exodus 25:31–40)

Holy of Holies 
(see Exodus 25:22)
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One voice (v. 3)—With unity of
feeling

Behold (v. 8)—This is

Nobles (v. 11)—Leaders

He laid not his hand (v. 11)—
God’s power did not

hurt the Israelites. Normally,
seeing God would be more
than they could endure.

Minister (v. 13)—Helper
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The Tabernacle
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