
The table of shewbread (see Exodus
25:23–30) held twelve large loaves of
bread. The bread was changed each
Sabbath and eaten by the priests.
Although Exodus does not say so,
Jewish tradition holds that wine was
also placed on the table. What could
the bread and wine represent?

The candlestick or lampstand (see
Exodus 25:31–40) is a famous symbol
of the Jewish faith and is frequently
called by its Hebrew name menorah.
The seven candle cups at the top
were filled with pure olive oil, into
which a wick was placed and lit. The
number seven represents wholeness
or perfection among the Hebrews.
The parable of the ten virgins that

Jesus told gives a clue about what oil in a lamp represents (see
Matthew 25:1–13; D&C 45:56–59). Write what you think the oil
symbolized.

All burnt offerings were performed on
the altar of sacrifice (see Exodus
27:1–8). Sacrifice was the first thing an
individual did when entering the
tabernacle if he desired to progress any
further. What does the Lord ask of His
people today by way of sacrifice? (see
3 Nephi 9:19–20). Which of the first
principles and ordinances of the
gospel did this altar represent? (see

Articles of Faith 1:4). Elder Neal A. Maxwell said, “The real act of
personal sacrifice is not now nor ever has been placing an animal on
the altar. Instead, it is a willingness to put the animal that is in us
upon the altar—then willingly watching it be consumed! Such is the
‘sacrifice unto [the Lord of] a broken heart and a contrite spirit.’
(3 Nephi 9:20.)” (Meek and Lowly [1987], 94).

Hot coals were placed on the altar 
of incense (see Exodus 30:1–10) each
morning and evening when the 
high priest burned incense. Read
Psalm 141:2 and Revelation 5:8; 8:3–4
and explain what you think this
altar represented.

The priests used the laver for washing
(see Exodus 30:18–21) in preparation
for entering the holy places of the
tabernacle. In Moses’ time the laver
was simply a large basin; however,
when Solomon built a permanent
temple he placed the laver on the
backs of twelve oxen. What do you
think the Lord was trying to teach His

people by putting the laver in front of the entrance to the holier
places of the tabernacle?

Exodus 28–29

The Priests in the Temple

Exodus 28–29 contains the Lord’s revelations to Moses
concerning the priests who worked in the tabernacle performing
ordinances for the people. These revelations include instructions
on how to set apart and consecrate the priests, what they were
to wear, and what some of their duties were. As with the
tabernacle, considering the symbolism of what was done can
teach us more about the gospel and what the Lord expects of us.

Understanding the Scriptures

Exodus 28

Exodus 29

Mitre 
(see Exodus 28:36–38)

Breastplate 
(see Exodus 28:15–30)

Robe 
(see Exodus 28:31–35)

Ephod 
(see Exodus 28:6–12)

Perpetual statute (v. 9)—
Everlasting ordinance

Savour (vv. 18, 41)—Smell

Mingled (v. 40)—Mixed

Hin (v. 40)—About six liters

Sanctified, sanctify (vv.
43–44)—Make holy

Minister unto (v. 1)—Serve

Bear (vv. 29–30)—Carry

For a memorial (v. 29)—To
remember

Laver, or water basin

Altar of incense

Main altar, or
altar of sacrifice

Sacred candlestick
or lampstand

 Table of shewbread
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