
The book of Numbers can be divided into three sections: (1) leaving
Sinai (see chapters 1–10), (2) journeying in the wilderness (see
chapters 11–21), and (3) preparing to enter the promised land (see
chapters 22–36).

Numbers 1–4

The Census

Numbers 1–4 relates how Israel was numbered by tribe, or
family. Joseph’s tribe received a double inheritance because of
the birthright. This double inheritance was divided between
Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. As a result, these
two sons were given status as separate tribes in Israel (see
Genesis 48:5), making thirteen tribes in Israel. The tribe of
Levi had a special calling to hold the priesthood and perform
ordinances under the law of Moses. Because of this calling,
they lived among all the other tribes and were not counted in
the same way. Israel was generally considered to have twelve
tribes—plus the Levites. Numbers 1–2 tells that the twelve
tribes were counted and organized into groups for marching
and camping. Numbers 3–4 records how the Levites were
counted and given their assignments.

Numbers 3–4 also explains that all the firstborn among the
children of Israel belong to the Lord because they were saved
only through the Lord’s mercy when they put blood on their
doorpost at the time of the tenth plague in Egypt (see Exodus
12–13). The Lord explained, however, that instead of having the
firstborn of every family serve him full-time, he would have
Levites serve in their place. To show they recognized that the
Levites served in their place, each firstborn son in the other
twelve tribes was required to pay a certain amount of money
each year to support the Levites’ work in the tabernacle. This
was called “redemption money” (see Numbers 3:44–51).

Studying the Scriptures
Do activities A and B as you study Numbers 1–4.

It Could Be You

Read Numbers 3:12–13; 4:40–41 and the explanation of Numbers
1–4 above to learn what the Lord said about the firstborn in all
Israel. Then read 2 Nephi 9:6–9 and explain how we could be
compared to the firstborn in Israel. In other words, without the
Atonement of Christ, what would happen to us? (see also
1 Corinthians 6:19–20; 1 Peter 1:18–19).

What Should You Do?

Considering what you learned in activity A, how should knowing
who we belong to affect our priorities? What does the Lord ask us
to do that could be compared to “redemption money”?

Numbers 5–8

Additions to 
the Law of Moses

Numbers 5–6 contains additional instructions the Lord gave
concerning disease (see 5:1–4), repentance (see 5:5–10), what a
husband is to do when he thinks his wife has been unfaithful to
him (see 5:11–31), those who make a special vow to serve the
Lord (Nazarites; see 6:1–21), and a blessing priests should
pronounce upon the people (see 6:22–27). In Numbers 7–8 we
read about offerings that were made at the dedication of the
tabernacle and the setting apart of the Levites to perform their
special priesthood callings.

This study guide pays special attention to Numbers 6, which
describes the laws of the Nazarite. In Hebrew, nazir means
“one consecrated or devoted.” Thus, when people committed
themselves in a special way to the Lord, or if their parents
committed them to the Lord, they were called “Nazarites.”

Understanding the Scriptures

Numbers 6

Numbers 6:22–27—A Blessing for Israel from Its Leaders
The Lord’s anointed still frequently offer blessings to entire
congregations or the Church as a whole. For example, consider the
following blessings given by three different Presidents of the
Church at general conferences:

Separate, separation,
separateth (vv. 2–8)—To
dedicate to God, to be separate
from the world

Vow (vv. 2, 5)—Promise

Come at (v. 6)—Touch

On this wise (v. 23)—In
this way

Lift up his countenance
(v. 26)—Turn His face
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