
Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A as you study Joshua 7.

Consequences of Sin

1. Elder Dean L. Larsen said, “There is no such thing as private
sin” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1983, 49; or Ensign, May
1983, 35). In what ways does the story of Achan demonstrate
this truth? For example, how did Achan’s sin affect thirty-six
Israelites and their families? Include in your answer how his
sin affected all the camp of Israel, including Joshua, and how
it affected Achan’s family.

2. Think of and write about a modern example of how what
seems to be a person’s “private sin” can actually affect many
others.

Joshua 8

Conquering Ai

Joshua 8 records how the Lord commanded Joshua to return and
destroy the city of Ai after he resolved the situation caused by
Achan’s sin. Joshua 8 also tells how Joshua fulfilled the
commandment given in Deuteronomy 27 to have Israel recite
the blessings and cursings that might come to them.

Joshua 9

Tricked by the Gibeonites

By the time of the events in Joshua 9, the Israelites’ fame was
spreading through the land. One group of people, the
Gibeonites, decided to trick the Israelites into making a peace
treaty with them. Without asking the Lord for His approval, the
Israelites made the treaty. They were angry when they found
out the Gibeonites had tricked them, but they still honored the
agreement. The people felt that honoring a promise was very
important. The treaty incident taught the Israelites to counsel
more with the Lord in their doings (see also Alma 37:37).

Joshua 10

The Sun and 
Moon Stand Still

The news of what the Israelites did in the land continued to
spread. Joshua 10 tells about what several different groups of
people tried to do to stop the Lord’s people. We also read about
what the Lord did to help His people overcome their enemies. As
you read, think about who your “enemies” are as you try to
obtain eternal life. In what ways can you follow Joshua’s
example? In what ways can you compare what the Lord did for
Joshua to what the Lord can do for you?

Understanding the Scriptures

Joshua 10

Studying the Scriptures
Do activities A and B as you study Joshua 10.

Extra Help from the Lord

1. What two extraordinary acts did the Lord cause to help the
Israelites battle their enemies?
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Joshua’s Military Conquests

Slack not thy hand from thy
servants (v. 6)—Do not turn
away from helping us.

Men of valour (v. 7)—Trained
soldiers or warriors

Stones (v. 11)—Hail

Hasted not (v. 13)—Was not
quick

Keep (v. 18)—Guard

Smite the hindmost of them
(v. 19)—Attack them from
behind

Suffer (v. 19)—Allow

Fenced cities (v. 20)—Cities
with strong walls

Moved his tongue (v. 21)—
Spoke

Dismayed (v. 25)—
Discouraged

Remain, remaining (vv. 28, 30,
33, 37, 39–40)—Stay alive
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