
people in the book of Judges. The Israelites strayed from the faith
and looked to mortal men and armies—instead of the Lord—to
deliver them.

Judges 1 introduces another main idea in the book of Judges by
telling us about the groups of people not driven out by the tribes of
Israel. Instead of driving out and destroying these peoples, Judges 1
says the Israelites made treaties with them. The chart below shows
how this was the first step in leaving God and embracing idolatry.

Judges 2–3

Ehud Delivers Israel

Following the pattern of the chart above, Judges 1 describes how
the Israelites did drive out the Canaanites and then how they made
treaties with them. Judges 2–3 describes how the children of Israel
then fell into idolatry because of intermarriage with the Canaanites.
The cycle continued, and they were eventually relieved with the
help of a judge named Ehud.

Several times in Judges 2–3 we read that the Israelites “angered” the
Lord. In fact, we learn that the Lord’s anger was “hot” (see Judges
2:14, 20; 3:8). While this may sound harsh, knowing a little about
the gods Baal and Ashtaroth might help us understand why the Lord
was so angry. Baal was the male god of fertility, and Ashtaroth was
his female companion and goddess of fertility. “Worship” included
base violations of the law of chastity. All violations of the law of
chastity are serious sins and spiritually destructive, but to do them
in the name of worship is especially abominable to Heavenly Father.

Judges 4–5

Deborah the Prophetess

Judges 4–5 tells about how Israel was delivered from the
bondage of their enemies under the direction of a woman
named Deborah, who was both a judge and a prophetess. She
prophesied that a woman would destroy the enemy’s leaders.
The prophecy was fulfilled when a non-Israelite woman named
Jael killed the leader of the enemy army. The people learned that
if they trusted the Lord, He could deliver them.

Judges 5 contains the words of a song the Israelites sang about
this important event. Music can be a powerful way of praising
God (see also D&C 25:12).

Judges 6–8

Gideon

Judges 6–8 tells the story of a great judge named Gideon who
was raised up by the Lord to deliver the Israelites after they once
again fell into apostasy.

Understanding the Scriptures

Judges 6

Judges 6:17—“Shew Me a Sign”
The Lord commands us not to seek signs; rather we are to exercise
faith and obedience before receiving a witness (see Ether 12:6; D&C
63:7–12). In this case, Gideon was not so much seeking a sign as he
was trying to determine if the messenger who visited him was a
true messenger, since he lived in a day and time of false religions
and worship and did not want to be deceived by a messenger from
a false source.

Judges 7

Pitched (v. 1)—Camped

Vaunt (v. 2)—Boast

Victuals (v. 8)—Food and
provisions

Retained (v. 8)—Kept

Lay along (v. 13)—Collapsed

Save (v. 14)—Except

Hand (vv. 1–2, 9, 14)—Power

Prevailed (v. 2)—Stayed in
power

Sown (v. 3)—Planted crops

Sustenance (v. 4)—Food

Greatly impoverished (v. 6)—
Very poor

Oppressed (v. 9)—Persecuted

Threshed wheat (v. 11)—
Separated wheat kernels from
the outer casing of chaff

Befallen (v. 13)—Happened to

Kid (v. 19)—Young goat

Ephah (v. 19)—A little over a
bushel (see Bible Dictionary,
“weights and measures,”
p. 789)

Flesh (vv. 19–21)—Meat

Consumed (v. 21)—Completely
burned

Perceived (v. 22)—Realized

Fleece (vv. 37–40)—Piece or
clump of the hide of a sheep or
goat with the wool attached

Disobedience Leads to Idolatry

Allowing the Canaanites to remain in the land

Treaties, tribute, and tolerance

Intermarriage

Idolatry
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