
Understanding the Scriptures

Ezekiel 20:33–44

Ezekiel 20:37—“I Will Cause You to Pass under the Rod”
The rod in Ezekiel 20:37 is the shepherd’s staff. To “pass under the
rod” refers to coming under the care of the Shepherd, or as it says
in Ezekiel, “into the bond of the covenant.” Some have suggested
that passing under the rod might also have reference to the way
shepherds tithed their sheep, marking each tenth one with a rod
and dedicating it to the Lord.

Studying the Scriptures
Do activity A as you study Ezekiel 19–20.

Summarize Using Key Ideas

Ezekiel 20:33–44 tells that the Lord will gather Israel and that
they will turn their hearts to Him. Explain the message of these
verses by describing the following key ideas in your own
words: mighty hand (v. 33); gather (v. 34); face to face (v. 35);
pollute (v. 39); mine holy mountain (v. 40); sanctified (v. 41);
remember (v. 43); know (vv. 38, 42, 44).

Ezekiel 21–24

Wickedness Leads
to Destruction

In Ezekiel 21–23, the Lord continued to explain why
Jerusalem would be destroyed. Ezekiel 21 explains that some
of the righteous will suffer in this destruction as well. This
suffering, which some people may think unfair, happens
because the Lord honors the agency of His children. The
righteous may also suffer in some of the judgments of the last
days, but the Lord has promised a great eternal reward for
those who do (see D&C 58:2).

Another interesting prophecy in chapter 21 is found in verses
25–27, where Ezekiel prophesied of the overthrow of Judah’s
king, saying there would not be another until He “whose right
it is,” meaning Jesus Christ, reigns (v. 27). Since the time the
Jews were captive in Babylon, they have not reestablished their
kingdom. Jesus Christ will be the only king in their future.

Ezekiel 22 discusses the many sins for which Jerusalem was
destroyed. Looking at which sins caused the Lord to allow
them to be destroyed helps us understand what is offensive in
His sight.

Ezekiel 23 is another chapter where the Lord referred to the
countries of Israel (Samaria) and Judah (Jerusalem) as women
who chose to be harlots. The comparison shows us how strongly
the Lord feels about His covenant people worshiping other gods.

Ezekiel 24 records that the Lord used the image of a boiling pot
of meat to describe the Jews being “boiled” by the Babylonians.
Chapter 24 also tells about the death of Ezekiel’s wife. The Lord
told Ezekiel not to mourn for her as a sign to the Jews that they
should not mourn the destruction of Jerusalem and the kingdom
of Judah because the great wickedness of Judah made her
punishments deserved and fair.

Ezekiel 25–32

The Punishment
of Other Nations

Like the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, Ezekiel spoke against the
Israelites first and then spoke against the wickedness of the
surrounding nations and prophesied of their destruction.
Ezekiel 25–32 contains prophecies concerning these nations:
the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Philistines (see
Ezekiel 25); Tyrus and Zidon (Ezekiel 26–28); and Egypt
(Ezekiel 29–32).

Ezekiel 33

Watchmen on the Tower

Why are parents and leaders at every level of Church
government so concerned about teaching people and
encouraging them to repent?
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Prophesied Destruction of Lands

Mighty hand, stretched out
arm (vv. 33–34)—Symbols of
power

Purge (v. 38)—Clean

Sojourn (v. 38)—Live
somewhere that is not your
real home

Oblations (v. 40)—Sacrifices

Lothe (v. 43)—Hate
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