
Ezekiel 38–39

The Battle of
Gog and Magog

Ezekiel 38–39 speaks of a great battle that will occur in Israel in
the “latter days” and that will involve a people from “Magog”
led by a king named Gog. Ezekiel described this war as being
waged in the “mountains of Israel” against the children of
Israel gathered to these lands. The Lord also told Ezekiel He
would miraculously save His people from the armies of Magog
so that all nations may “know that I am the Lord” (Ezekiel
38:23). Because of these descriptions, Ezekiel seems to be
describing the great battle before the Second Coming, commonly
known as “Armageddon.”

What can be confusing is that John the Revelator described a
battle between good and evil at the end of the Millennium as the
battle of Gog and Magog (see Revelation 20:7–9). So there are
two battles referred to as Gog and Magog, the first right before
the Second Coming and the other at the end of the Millennium.
They are similar in that they will be massive battles involving
great destruction that completely destroys the enemies of God
and makes significant changes in the earth.

Ezekiel 40–42

Ezekiel’s Vision of a Temple

Ezekiel 40–42 contains Ezekiel’s detailed description of a tour
he took through a temple in “the land of Israel” (40:2). His
guide, a heavenly messenger, measured every part of the temple,
so Ezekiel’s description includes the size of the rooms, the walls,
the doors, and so on. The temple he described was much like the
temple of Solomon. We do not know when or if the temple he
saw will be built.

Ezekiel 43–44

The Glory of God
Fills the Temple

How do you feel when you look at pictures of a temple or when
you visit one and walk around it or go inside?

Ezekiel 43 records that Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord enter
the temple and make it holy and sacred. Ezekiel was told that the
Lord would dwell in the midst of His people in the temple. He
was also told to tell the people what he saw to make them
ashamed of their iniquities (see v. 11) and help create a desire in
them to return to the Lord and worthily enjoy the blessings of
the temple, a privilege they lost because of their unrepented sins.

Ezekiel 44 sets forth the Lord’s clear charge that no unclean
thing enter and worship in the temple Ezekiel saw. The Lord
has set the same standard for those who enter temples in our
day (see D&C 97:15–17).

Ezekiel 45–46

More about the Temple

Ezekiel 45–46 contains the Lord’s further description of rites
associated with the temple, such as some of the ordinances the
Jews performed in their temples that they had not properly
performed at the time they were taken captive into Babylon.

Ezekiel 47

The Healing Waters
of the Temple

Ezekiel 47 gives Ezekiel’s vision of how water will yet flow from
underneath the temple in Jerusalem and flow to the east,
becoming larger and larger until it becomes a river of water.
The river will flow into the Dead Sea and make it “alive” again
with fish and vegetation. The Prophet Joseph Smith said:
“Judah must return, Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the temple,
and water come out from under the temple, and the waters of
the Dead Sea be healed. It will take some time to rebuild the
walls of the city and the temple, . . . and all this must be done
before the Son of Man will make His appearance” (Teachings
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 286).
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