
prayer we can attune our minds to seek the answers
to our searchings. The Lord said: ‘Ask, and it shall
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you’ (Luke 11:9). Herein is
Christ’s reassurance that if we will ask, seek, and
knock, the Holy Spirit will guide our understanding
if we are ready and eager to receive” (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1979, 91; or Ensign, Nov. 1979, 64).
■ Share with students the following explanation of
listening related by Elder Boyd K. Packer, a member
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles:

“Many years ago John Burroughs, a naturalist, one
summer evening was walking through a crowded
park. Above the sounds of city life he heard the song
of a bird.

“He stopped and listened! Those with him had not
heard it. He looked around. No one else had noticed it.

“It bothered him that everyone should miss
something so beautiful.

“He took a coin from his pocket and flipped it into
the air. It struck the pavement with a ring, no louder
than the song of the bird. Everyone turned; they
could hear that!

“It is difficult to separate from all the sounds of city
traffic the song of a bird. But you can hear it. You can
hear it plainly if you train yourself to listen for it. . . .

“It is difficult to separate from the confusion of
life that quiet voice of inspiration. Unless you attune
yourself, you will miss it. . . .

“. . . You can train yourself to hear what you want
to hear, to see and feel what you desire, but it takes
some conditioning. . . .

“I have come to know that inspiration comes more
as a feeling than as a sound.

“Young people, stay in condition to respond to
inspiration. . . .

“The Lord has a way of pouring pure intelligence
into our minds to prompt us, to guide us, to teach
us, to warn us. You can know the things you need
to know instantly! Learn to receive inspiration. . . .

“It is good to learn when you are young that
spiritual things cannot be forced. . . .

“Some answers will come from reading the
scriptures, some from hearing speakers. . . .

“You can learn now, in your youth, to be led by
the Holy Ghost.

“As an Apostle I listen now to the same
inspiration, coming from the same source, in the
same way, that I listened to as a boy. The signal
is much clearer now. . . .

“Young people, carry a prayer in your heart
always. Let sleep come every night with your mind
centered in prayer.

“Keep the Word of Wisdom.
“Read the scriptures.
“Listen to your parents and to the leaders of the

Church.
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1 Corinthians 2

We cannot comprehend, in our
present state, the greatness of
the glories and blessings that God
will give to those who love Him.

Whom does "we" refer to?
(see 1 Corinthians 1:1–2).

The words of God are to be taught
by the power of the Holy Ghost.

Who teaches the things of God?

A man enlightened by the Spirit of
God can judge the things of God.
One without that Spirit is not
prepared to judge one who has it.

See Isaiah 40:13–14; 55:8–9.

What does it mean to have the
mind of Christ? (see D&C 11:13–14;
68:3–4).

How the things of God are known
(see also D&C 76:10)

See footnote 11c.

Note how willing God is to
reveal things to us (see also
D&C 76:5–10).

We must use spiritual methods
to evaluate spiritual things.

The man who is still in his "natural,"
worldly, sinful state

The natural man considers the
things of the Spirit to be foolish
because he cannot feel or
understand them from his point 
of view (see Mosiah 3:19).
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