
After some reading and discussion, the father suggests they
outline the chapter.

Ask students:

• How does the summary in this story compare with your
own summaries?

• How would you answer Donna’s question? (Discuss their
answers.)

• Does the pattern noted by Donna and her father remind
you of any other prophet? Who? (Ezekiel, John the
Revelator, and others.)

Read the father’s answer in Brother Holland’s story:

Bear your testimony that just as the Book of Mormon record
begins with a prayer, so also must our testimonies of the Book
of Mormon. Urge students to sincerely pray for a testimony of
the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon throughout this year
as they read and study its pages.

1 Nephi 2:1–20. The Lord will inspire us, help us
overcome difficulties, and deliver us from evil if we
have faith in Him and keep His commandments.
(20–25 minutes)

Before class draw the accompanying continuum on the board.

Ask: How would you feel if your parents told you that your
family was going to abandon your home and possessions and
go into the desert with just enough food and equipment to
survive? (You may want to role-play this question, with
yourself as a parent and four students as your children.)
Invite students to look at the scale on the board and to rank in
their minds how obedient they would be. Ask: How would it
affect your feelings if you learned that Heavenly Father had
told your parents to move to the wilderness? Invite them to
rank their obedience now. Would it change? Why or why not?
Read with students 1 Nephi 2:1–5 and discuss the difficulties
of such a move.

Disobedient Obedient
    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10

[Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith (Deseret Book Co.,
1970), p. 274]. I think we’re going to find, Donna, that
this whole book will be one long revelation about
revelation. And Jesus is going to be at the center of it
all. These first 20 verses tell an awfully lot about what
is to follow. You can’t do much better than that in an
opening chapter.

“And maybe there’s another reason for having the
Book of Mormon begin like this. Maybe it helps in its
own way to teach that if we accept Lehi and the Book
of Mormon, we surely have to accept Joseph Smith as a
prophet of God. On the other hand, when we accept
Joseph Smith as a prophet, we must accept and
faithfully live by the teachings of this book which he
helped bring forth.

“In a way, Donna, this record is not only the testimony
of Nephi and Alma and Mormon and Moroni, but it is
also the testimony of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young
and Harold B. Lee and Spencer W. Kimball. Maybe
that’s why the Church wasn’t even organized until the
Book of Mormon was completely translated and
published” (“Daddy, Donna, and Nephi,” Ensign,
Sept. 1976, 8–9).

“It seems to me one possible answer to your question is
that all prophets usually have some very similar
experiences. In any case one thing we know they have
in common is receiving revelation from the Lord.
Joseph Smith once said that revelation is the rock on
which the Church of Jesus Christ will always be built
and there would never be any salvation without it 

“Dad: Let’s just put down on paper a little outline of
this chapter. I think it would look something like this:

a prophet prays
has a vision
sees heavenly messengers (apparently including 

Jesus)
receives a book
is rejected by most of the people

“Now that’s a rough outline of the story you described
in chapter 1. Does it look at all familiar to you?

“Donna: I don’t believe so.

“Dad: Think about it.

“Donna: Well, it does sort of sound like Joseph Smith’s
experience. Hey! It sounds a lot like Joseph Smith’s
experience. That’s neat. Why is that, Daddy?”

“Donna: . . . O.K., I’ve read it.

“Dad: Good. What do you think it says?

“Donna: Daddy, I said I read it. I didn’t say I knew
what it meant.

“Dad: Well, then we have to read it again, only a little
slower this time. And out loud. We’ll talk as we go.”
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