
(Note: Before continuing with President Smith’s statement, it
might be helpful to draw on the board a man in a pit being
helped by another man on the rim with a ladder.)

(Note: At this point you might want to draw more people in
the pit.)

Testify to students of the power of the Atonement in
overcoming the effects of the Fall.

1 Nephi 10:17–22. The mysteries of God are unfolded
by the power of the Holy Ghost to those who
diligently seek them. (15–20 minutes)

Read the following statement by the Prophet Joseph Smith:

Ask some or all of the following questions:

• Who can receive answers to prayer?

• What have you learned through answers to your prayers?

• How can one know and understand the same spiritual
truths as the living prophet?

Explain that Nephi provides an excellent example of how
revelation is received. Have students read 1 Nephi 10:17–11:1;
15:7–11, and ask:

• What did Nephi desire to know?

• By what power did Nephi realize these truths would be
revealed?

• What must we do to receive revelation by the power of the
Holy Ghost?

“God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what
He will make known unto the Twelve, and even the
least Saint may know all things as fast as he is able to
bear them, for the day must come when no man need
say to his neighbor, Know ye the Lord; for all shall
know Him (who remain) from the least to the greatest”
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 149).

“This was precisely the condition that Adam placed
himself and his posterity in, when he partook of the
forbidden fruit. All being together in the pit, none
could gain the surface and relieve the others. The pit
was banishment from the presence of the Lord and
temporal death, the dissolution of the body. And all
being subject to death, none could provide the means
of escape.

“Therefore, in his infinite mercy, the Father heard the
cries of his children and sent his Only Begotten Son,
who was not subject to death nor to sin, to provide the
means of escape. This he did through his infinite
atonement and the everlasting gospel” (Doctrines of
Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954–56],
1:126–27).

“Let us illustrate: A man walking along the road
happens to fall into a pit so deep and dark that he
cannot climb to the surface and regain his freedom.
How can he save himself from his predicament? Not by
any exertions on his part, for there is no means of
escape in the pit. He calls for help and some kindly
disposed soul, hearing his cries for relief, hastens to his
assistance and by lowering a ladder, gives to him the
means by which he may climb again to the surface of
the earth.”

“It, therefore, became necessary for the Father to send
his Only Begotten Son, who was free from sin, to atone
for our sins as well as for Adam’s transgression, which
justice demanded should be done. He accordingly
offered himself a sacrifice for sins, and through his
death upon the cross took upon himself both Adam’s
transgression and our individual sins, thereby
redeeming us from the fall, and from our sins, on
condition of repentance.”

1 Nephi 10–15

35

http://scriptures.lds.org/1_ne/10/17-22#17

