
• We can understand the writings and prophecies of Isaiah,
like all scripture, by the Spirit (see 1 Nephi 22:1–2; see also
2 Nephi 25:1–6).

• At the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the wicked will be
destroyed and the righteous will be saved (see 1 Nephi
22:15–22, 24, 26; see also Malachi 4:1).

Additional Resources
• Book of Mormon Student Manual: Religion 121 and 122,

pp. 16–21.

Suggestions for Teaching
Book of Mormon Video presentation 3, “I Will Prepare
the Way” (13:27), can be used in teaching 1 Nephi 17

(see Book of Mormon Video Guide for teaching suggestions).

1 Nephi 16:1–3. Humility and willing obedience to
God’s commandments determine how people respond
to the truth. (10–15 minutes)

Sing or read “Oh Say, What Is Truth?” (Hymns, no. 272). Have
students read 1 Nephi 16:1–2 looking for Laman and
Lemuel’s reaction to Nephi’s words.

• Why do people react so differently to prophets teaching
the truth?

• Who decides how one will react to the truth?

Ask students to search the Book of Mormon for other accounts
that show how people react to the teachings of the prophets.
(See for example the people of Ammonihah in Alma 8:9–13;
Amulek in Alma 10:6–9; and Zeezrom in Alma 11–12; 15:3–12.)
Discuss the students’ findings and list them on the board.

Read 1 Nephi 16:3–5 and ask:

• What counsel did Nephi give his brothers to help them be
more receptive to the truth?

• How can this counsel help you?

• What scriptural examples do you know in which someone
received the truth with gladness? (One example is Lamoni
in Alma 18:21–23, 40–42.)

• What do you think are the keys to being able to respond
positively to the truth?

1 Nephi 16:10, 16–32; 17:7–10. The Lord provides
many sources of guidance and nourishment for the
faithful. (20–25 minutes)

Show the class a compass (or draw one on the board). Ask a
student who knows how to use a compass to explain how it is
used. Have a few students find various directions using the

compass (for example, have a student find the northwest
corner of the classroom). Discuss how a compass could be
helpful in finding a destination.

Read 1 Nephi 16:9–10 and ask:

• How did the Lord direct Lehi and his family while they
were in the wilderness?

• How did the Liahona differ from a modern compass?

Have students read the verses in the accompanying chart,
looking for three important differences.

2 Nephi 5:12

1 Nephi 
16:29–31

1 Nephi 16:28; 
Alma 37:38–42

A compass is 
man-made.

A compass helps 
travelers use a 
map to navigate.

A compass 
works by 
allowing a  
magnetized 
needle to align 
itself with the  
earth’s magnetic  
field.

“The ball, or 
compass, . . . was 
prepared for my 
father by the hand 
of the Lord” 
(2 Nephi 5:12).

The writing on the 
Liahona “did give 
us understanding 
concerning the 
ways of the Lord; 
and it was written 
and changed from 
time to time, 
according to the 
faith and 
diligence which 
we gave unto it” 
(1 Nephi 16:29).

The Liahona 
worked 
“according to 
their faith in God” 
(Alma 37:40).
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http://scriptures.lds.org/1_ne/16/1-3#1
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_ne/16/10%2C16-32#10
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_ne/17/7-10#7

