
two students don’t have any pressing needs but that the third
student needs a lifesaving medical procedure and has no
money. Ask the two students with the money how much
they would give to help the third student. Ask the class:

• Which student do you think should give the most money?
Why?

• Read Doctrine and Covenants 82:3. Why would we expect
the student with the most money to share the most?

• This verse isn’t about money. What is it about?

Draw the accompanying continuum on the board, and ask
students to consider where they would place themselves on
the scale.

Explain that today they will study two groups of people.
One group had much more gospel understanding than the
other. Write the following questions on the board, and invite
students to read Jacob 3:3–11 to find the answers. If desired,
write the students’ responses next to each question.

Discuss the following questions:

• What responsibility do those of us who have an
understanding of the gospel have toward those who don’t
have that understanding?

• What responsibility do parents have for their children?

• What will happen to those who understand the gospel
but don’t live it?

Conclude by singing or reading the words to “Because I Have
Been Given Much” (Hymns, no. 219).

Jacob 4:9–16; 6:8–12. To return to the presence
of God and live with Him forever, we must come

to know Jesus Christ and build our lives on His
foundation. (25–30 minutes)

Share the following incident, as related by Gerald N. Lund,
a Latter-day Saint educator:

Ask students the following questions:

• How would you feel if someone saved your life?

• How would you repay someone for such an act?

Finish the narrative:

Ask students to consider for a moment all those who have
helped them in their life. Ask:

• How do you feel about these people?

• Who has done the most for you? (see D&C 135:3).

Read Jacob 4:12 and look for what Jacob thought we ought to
talk about. Then share the following statement by Elder
Bruce R. McConkie, then a member of the Seventy:

Give students copies of the accompanying chart as a handout,
with the right-hand column left blank. Have them read the
verses and fill in the right-hand column, or complete the chart
as a class.

“The doctrine of the atonement embraces, sustains,
supports, and gives life and force to all other gospel
doctrines. It is the foundation upon which all truth
rests, and all things grow out of it and come because
of it. Indeed, the atonement is the gospel” (Mormon
Doctrine, 2nd ed. [1966], 60).

“‘“Don saved my life,” says Czenkusch. “How do you
respond to a guy like that? Give him a used climbing
rope for a Christmas present? No, you remember him.
You always remember him.”’ (Eric G. Anderson, “The
Vertical Wilderness,” Private Practice, Nov. 1979, p. 17;
emphasis added.)” (“To This End Was I Born,” in A
Symposium on the New Testament, 1984 [1984], 30).

“The belay system is the way a mountain climber
protects himself from falls. Someone goes up first, gets
in a firm, secure position, gets the rope tightly around
his waist, and then calls down to his partner, ‘You’re
on belay,’ which means, ‘I have you if you fall.’ This is
what [an] article says about Alan Czenkusch, [a] man
who runs [a] climbing school (and who, incidentally,
is not a Latter-day Saint):

“‘Belaying has brought Czenkusch his best and worst
moments in climbing. Czenkusch once fell from a high
precipice, yanking out three mechanical supports and
pulling his belayer off a ledge. He was stopped, upside
down, 10 feet from the ground when his spread-eagled
belayer arrested the fall with the strength of his
outstretched arms.’”

S  M  T  W  TH  F  S

• Who are the two groups of people?

• Which one had greater gospel understanding?

• What promises were given to the Lamanites?

• Why were the promises given?

No 
Knowledge

of Right
and Wrong 

All
Knowledge

of Right
and Wrong

    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10
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http://scriptures.lds.org/jacob/4/9-16#9
http://scriptures.lds.org/jacob/6/8-12#8

