
Alma 37:35 (Scripture Mastery). It is wise
to learn in our youth to keep God’s
commandments. (15–20 minutes)

Draw the accompanying picture on the board:

Ask students:

• Why are young trees often tied to poles?

• Why are the supports removed from mature trees?

Point out that people often prune or trim young trees so they
will grow properly. Ask: Why is it important to prune a tree
while it is young rather than waiting several years?

Have a student read the following statement by President
Gordon B. Hinckley, then a member of the First Presidency:

Have students read Alma 37:35 and relate it to President
Hinckley’s experience with his tree. Ask:

• What was Alma teaching his son about keeping the
commandments?

• Why does Alma use the word wisdom to describe those
who learn to keep the commandments while they are
young?

• What commandments have you kept since you were young
that would be more difficult to begin living as a teenager?
as an adult?

Share the rest of President Hinckley’s account:

Invite students to write on a piece of paper their thoughts and
feelings about Alma 37:35. Suggest they include:

• The message of this verse in their own words.

• How they feel about a specific commandment they have
kept since they were young.

• When they first learned about this commandment and why
they started obeying it.

“Finally in desperation I took my saw and cut off the
great heavy branch on the west side. The saw left an
ugly scar, more than eight inches across. I stepped
back and surveyed what I had done. I had cut off
the major part of the tree, leaving only one branch
growing skyward.

“More than half a century has passed since I planted
that tree. My daughter and her family live there now.
The other day I looked again at the tree. It is large. Its
shape is better. It is a great asset to the home. But how
serious was the trauma of its youth and how brutal the
treatment I used to straighten it.

“When it was first planted, a piece of string would
have held it in place against the forces of the wind. I
could have and should have supplied that string with
ever so little effort. But I did not, and it bent to the
forces that came against it” (in Conference Report, Oct.
1993, 77–78; or Ensign, Nov. 1993, 59).

braced myself against it as if to push it upright. But the
trunk was now nearly a foot in diameter. My strength
was as nothing against it. I took from my toolshed a
block and tackle. Attaching one end to the tree and
another to a well-set post, I pulled the rope. The
pulleys moved a little, and the trunk of the tree
trembled slightly. But that was all.”

“Not long after we were married, we built our first
home. We had very little money. I did much of the
work myself. It would be called ‘sweat equity’ today.
The landscaping was entirely my responsibility. The
first of many trees that I planted was a thornless honey
locust. Envisioning the day when its filtered shade
would assist in cooling the house in the summertime,
I put it in a place at the corner where the wind from the
canyon to the east blew the hardest. I dug a hole, put in
the bare root, put soil around it, poured on water, and
largely forgot it. It was only a wisp of a tree, perhaps
three-quarters of an inch in diameter. It was so supple
that I could bend it with ease in any direction. I paid
little attention to it as the years passed.

“Then one winter day, when the tree was barren of
leaves, I chanced to look out the window at it. I noticed
that it was leaning to the west, misshapen and out of
balance. I could scarcely believe it. I went out and 
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