
Summarize on the board the students’ answers to the second
question, as in the left-hand column of the accompanying
chart. Have the students read Ether 2:20–25 looking for the
Lord’s solutions to the problems, and summarize them, as in
the right-hand column.

Ask:

• Why do you think the Lord revealed solutions for two of
the problems but left it to the brother of Jared to solve the
problem of not having light?

• What are some other scriptural examples where the Lord
required an individual’s own effort in solving a problem?
(Answers might include Nephi obtaining the brass plates
[see 1 Nephi 3–4]; Oliver Cowdery translating [see
D&C 8–9].)

• How can it help us when the Lord requires us to find
solutions to our own problems with His guidance?

Read the following statement by Elder Jeffrey R. Holland:

Ask:

• What do you think Jared’s brother may have learned from
the way the Lord helped him solve his problems?

• How might this have helped him later?

• In what ways do you think the Lord has tested you?

• How has the knowledge you gained from these tests
helped you?

Read Ether 3:4–6 and ask:

• How did the brother of Jared decide to solve the problem
of not having light?

• How did the Lord respond to the brother of Jared’s request?

• What impresses you most about the Lord’s response?

Read the commentary for Ether 2:23 in Book of Mormon
Student Manual: Religion 121 and 122 (p. 137).

Testify that the Lord loves us and wants us to progress. He
wants us to rely on Him for guidance, but He expects us to do
all we can to solve our problems.

Ether 3. If we are righteous and obedient and
seek the things of God, our faith in Jesus Christ

can grow until we are worthy to have all things
revealed to us. (50–55 minutes)

Draw the accompanying continuum on the board. Ask
students: How would you describe someone with great faith?
Discuss the characteristics they name and list them under
Great Faith on the continuum.

Assign the examples below to four students. Have them read
their assigned example and decide how much faith they think
the person in the example has. (Note: Explain that the Lord
may reveal what is in a person’s heart to His servants, but in
general we do not have the ability to judge another person’s
faith. The point of this exercise is to explore qualities of faith to
help us better understand them and evaluate ourselves.) Have
the four students write the name of the person in their example
where they think it belongs on the continuum of faith. Invite
the students to explain why they wrote the names where they
did. Allow the class to agree or disagree and tell why.

• Nadre does not enjoy reading the scriptures. He claims
they are boring. He does not pray much either. He says
that he gets much closer to the Lord by going on nature
walks and meditating than by studying and praying.

• Auggi studies the scriptures and doctrines constantly. In
fact, he would rather read and study than just about
anything. He feels that he gets much more out of reading
and studying than he does going to meetings and home
teaching. He hasn’t been home teaching in months, but he
does not feel that it matters much if he diligently studies
the gospel.

• Mori tries hard to apply what he studies in the scriptures
and Church publications. He knows he is far from perfect
but also believes that it is important to strive to always live
the gospel. He prays regularly for divine help to grow
more obedient and spiritually stronger.

• Sonya gives up! She is tired of all the expectations made
of her. She has tried hard to be perfect for years but has
found she just can’t do it all on her own. She has become
very bitter.

    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10
No Faith Great Faith
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“Clearly the brother of Jared was being tested. God had
done his part. Unique, resolutely seaworthy ships for
crossing the ocean had been provided. The brilliant
engineering had been done. The hard part of the
construction project was over. Now the Lord wanted
to know what the brother of Jared would do about
incidentals” (Christ and the New Covenant, 16).

Problem (Ether 2:18–19) Solution (Ether 2:20–25)

No light The Lord asks the brother 
of Jared what he would 
like Him to do (see 
vv. 23, 25).

No steering The Lord says He will 
guide the barges (see v. 24).

No air The Lord instructs him to 
make holes with 
removable plugs in the 
top and bottom of the 
barges (see v. 20).
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